Ignite Part 3
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Introduction
The purpose of this series is to explore what it takes to set a heart on fire for God. So far we have discovered you can ignite a heart by allowing it to be moved by the circumstances of someone else. Nehemiah heart was moved by the unsafe living conditions of his fellow Jews living in Jerusalem. The Apostle Paul’s heart was moved by the unrepentant heart condition of his fellow Jews.  In both cases being moved by the situation of someone else set each man’s heart on fire.
Then the second way we discovered that you can ignite a heart is to come to grips with your own limitations. Jesus was invited to a dinner party and a woman known as a sinner came and poured perfume on his feet and wiped His feet with her tears. She had reached the end of herself and she turned to Jesus.  He forgave her sins and sent her away in peace.  In discovering her limitations she got a new start in Christ and her heart’s fire was lit.

Tonight, we explore the third way to ignite our hearts.  I believe that happens when we realize that we have been put through a test or a difficult trial in our life and yet we have been proven faithful to God. James Chapter 1 tells us that a person who has been tested and proven faithful is complete lacking in nothing. And that would include fire deep within    my heart. 
So tonight let’s see what you might have to go through to have that kind of faith to have that fire ignited in your heart.

Genesis 22:1-13 (NIV) 
1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. 
2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about." 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 
4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 
5 He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you." 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 
7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 
8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 
11 But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. 
12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." 
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 

BODY
1. The faith it takes to ignite my heart’s fire has to be one that is willing to do God’s will no matter what it cost me.
Genesis 22:2 (NIV) 
2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about." 

A. I can assure God that at some point in your life God will ask you do something that you don’t think that you can do; or that you are afraid to do; or you don’t want to do. 

B. Abraham had waited years for his only son, Isaac, and God was certainly asking him to do something that at the very least he really didn’t want to do.
C. I don’t know about you but I am curious as to how Abraham could even get to the point of saddling up his donkey and even heading in the direction of that mountain to sacrifice his son. 
D. If I could understand that then maybe I can have the kind of faith it takes to ignite my heart on fire.
2. The faith it takes to ignite my heart’s fire has to be a faith that hangs on to a specific promise of God no matter what is thrown at me.
Genesis 15:4-6 (NIV) 
4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 
5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 
6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

A. Sometimes the world throws things at my faith; sometimes my family throws things at my faith; sometimes the devil throws things at my faith; and God even throws things at my faith.
B. No matter where it comes from, I need to hang on to the promises of God. In our passage of Scripture it is God who throws something at Abraham’s faith-sacrifice your son- but he held on to the promise that his descendants will be as the stars in the sky.

C. Whatever the promise God has given you hold on to it no matter what is thrown against you.
3. The faith it takes to ignite my heart’s fire realizes in the midst of my crisis how deeply God values my faith.
Genesis 22:15-18 (NIV) 
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 
16 and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 
17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 
18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me." 

A. One time I and a couple of my friends decided to change the brakes on my car. We did it but they forgot to tell me that I would need to pump the brakes before I started the car. I started the car put the car in reverse and hit the gas and the petal got stuck and I was going down the road in reverse. My friends were running after me yelling something and I was trying to think what I could hit before I got to the main street. Finally, one of them got close enough for me to hear him say “turn off the key.”  I forgot that was an option in the midst of my trial.
B. I think sometimes in the midst of our trials we sometimes forget how much God values our faith and if I hang on I will be rewarded for my faith. God rewarded Abraham with a multitude of descendants.

C. He promises us that He will reward us if our faith hangs on in a trial.
Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

4. The faith it takes to ignite my heart’s fire will sometimes lead me to a point that if God does not show up on the scene then I have a big time problem.  
Genesis 22:7-8 (NIV) 
7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 
8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. 

A. Isaac described it well. We have the fire and we have the wood but we have no ram to sacrifice.  And the truth is that Abraham has a problem if God does not show up. God loves to be put in that spot where He has to show up because there is no other option available to you. In goes back to the point that we have reached our limitation.
B. Have you ever found yourself in a situation where if God did not show up then you got a big time problem? I have been there and I glad to report that God did show up.
Conclusion

Sometimes it is my fire that ignites my fire. I trust God in a situation; He comes through and my fire is lit.
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