Ignite Part 1

It Begins with a Broken Heart
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Introduction
After Jesus resurrection, He met up with two men on the road to Emmaus. And He talked with them and broke bread with them and when they realized it was Jesus, the Scripture says He disappeared from their midst. And as these two men begin talking among themselves about what they experienced they said something interesting:

Luke 24:32 (NIV) 
32 They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" 

In other words, their hearts caught fire. They were not originally on fire as they were traveling back from Jerusalem; but their hearts ignited. 
To ignite means to cause to burn; to set on fire; to arouse the passion within. You would think setting something on fire would be an easy task to do but I know by personal experience that it is hard to get the fire to catch sometimes.
And that’s our problem as Christians: it is hard to get the spiritual fire within me to catch sometimes. Some Christians might go their whole life without their hearts burning or only burning for a season. I don’t want that for my life, and hopefully you don’t want that for yours.  I want my heart to burn for spiritual things.

I am going to show you two examples of Biblical characters whose fire had definitely caught and then you must ask yourself the question: “Do you have that same type of fire?”

Body

First, let’s look at an Old Testament example. 

Nehemiah 1:1-4 (NIV) 
1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah: In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the citadel of Susa, 
2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant that survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem. 
3 They said to me, "Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire." 
4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. 

A. Nehemiah is far removed from the problems of Jerusalem. He is living in the King of Persia’s palace, wearing the palace’s clothes and eating the palace’s food. He is in the finest of places; complete safe. But he hears reports that Jerusalem is in shambles and the walls are breached and the people aren’t safe and he is moved to tears and fasting.  In other words, his heart ignited.
B. Let me share with you tonight the first characteristic of a heart that can catch on fire; that can ignite.  It is one that is moved by the circumstances of others.

C. I am tempted to ask Nehemiah: why are you so moved by the problem so far removed from you?  Your response bothers me because it gives me a personal problem. I hear of the struggles of missionaries in far away lands being persecuted and even dying for the cause of Christ but I am not moved to tears or mourning or fasting for them. Nehemiah is their something wrong with you or is their something wrong with me?

D. I don’t like the answer but there is something wrong with me. My heart is too callous or to cold to left the fire burn.  

E. I know what- this is an Old Testament example but we live in the New Testament maybe I can throw Nehemiah’s example out of the window; maybe I don’t need to live like that because that Old Testament and I’m New Testament.

Ok, let’s see if there is anything in the New Testament that resembles what Nehemiah did.

Romans 9:1-4 (NIV) 
1 I speak the truth in Christ--I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit-- 
2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 
3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 
4 the people of Israel…

A. Oh no, I can not even image what Paul just said. Let me put it in language we can understand. “Lord, I could give up my salvation and trade it for every Jewish brother coming to know you.” What? Give up your salvation if it were possible for people you don’t know except that they are linked to you by your nationality. Honestly, I don’t even know if I could think about it much less want to do that; much less write it down in the Bible for the world to read.
B. In other words, Paul is saying my heart is ignited for the situation of my fellow Jews to the point that I am deeply moved about their situation.
C. I wonder when was the last night you lost sleep because of the lostness of some of your family members much less say I would give up my salvation for my brother’s salvation.
D. What Paul just said can’t be. Maybe he is just having a fanatical moment.  Let me throw out what he said as the talk of a religious fanatic.
Ok, Nehemiah is Old Testament but I live in the New Testament- let me throw out what he says; Paul was a fanatic before he knew Christ; he is still this fanatic after he knew Christ- let me through out what he says as the talk of a fanatic.  So let me if there is someone solid to see if my heart should be moved by the conditions of others.

Philippians 2:5-8 (NIV) 
5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 

A. Wow! God’s heart was moved by my condition that He did something about it. I can’t say that God is Old Testament because He is Old Testament and New Testament. He is the great “I AM.”

B. I can’t say that He is a fanatic because His ways are good and just. His thoughts are so much higher than mine. God is no fanatic. God is perfect.
C. So the problem is me. The problem was not Nehemiah; the problem was not Paul; the problem is me. My heart is cold. It needs to be ignited by God. And it begins by being moved by the conditions of others.  
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