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Introduction:

In Genesis 11:35 the people move from Kibroth Hattaavah to Hazeroth. Kibroth Hattaavah was the place of cravings and Hazeroth means villages. The last two places they moved described their troubles. However, this place does not tell us what is in store for Moses and the people of Israel.
But we discover quickly that the next conflict involved Moses, Miriam and Aaron. Let’s discover what is happening.

Body:

1. First of all don’t be surprised that problems come in clusters. And secondly don’t be surprised that it comes from an unexpected source.

a. Moses’ father in law Jethro returns to Midian.


b. The people complain about their hardship and God burns the outskirts of the camp.


c. Moses complains to God about all the burdens of these people he must bear.


d. God gives the people quail but they are struck by a severe plague.

e. And now his family complains against Moses. Of all the places to have a problem come from he probably would have never expected that it would come from Miriam and Aaron.
Numbers 12:1 (NIV) 
1 Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married a Cushite. 

2. There are times that we simply are not honest with one another.

a. If you read carefully verse 1 you would assume that Miriam and Aaron are upset with Moses for marrying a Cushite woman. She would be of a black race and secondly she would not be a Jew. But that is not the issue.


b. But when we look at verse 2 we discover the real reason that they are upset. It is not the Cushite woman but rather could it be that they were jealous of Moses’ unique relationship with God.

Numbers 12:2 (NIV) 
2 "Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken through us?" And the LORD heard this. 

3. Moses is described as a humble person because when he came under attack he did not defend himself, he allowed God to defend him.

a. In verse 2 the Lord heard it. Of course, the Lord hears everything but I think we need to be reminded of that because my some of the things that we say it seems we forget that.

b. We gave no record that Moses tried to defend himself. We have no record that he responded to the accusation.


c. Here is some good advice: Don’t ever try to defend yourself. Your enemies won’t believe it and your friends don’t need it.
4. Hopefully, you will not have to be taken behind the woodshed too many times before you learn your lesson. God is going to take them to the woodshed.
Numbers 12:4-5 (NIV) 
4 At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, "Come out to the Tent of Meeting, all three of you." So the three of them came out. 
5 Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at the entrance to the Tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When both of them stepped forward, 

a. You say that only happens in the Old Testament but that is not what the Bible says.

Hebrews 12:5-6 (NIV) 
5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 
6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." 

5. God takes very seriously when people grumble against those He appoints as leader.

Numbers 12:6-8 (NIV) 
6 he said, "Listen to my words: "When a prophet of the LORD is among you, I reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to him in dreams. 
7 But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. 
8 With him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?" 

6. God inflicts Miriam with leprosy.
Numbers 12:9-10 (NIV) 
9 The anger of the LORD burned against them, and he left them. 
10 When the cloud lifted from above the Tent, there stood Miriam--leprous, like snow. Aaron turned toward her and saw that she had leprosy; 

a. I want you to notice what Aaron does. He pleads with Moses, the very person he criticizes to take care of him and Miriam.  Aaron is afraid if this happened to Miriam no telling what God has in store for me. “Please do not lay this sin on us.”



b. Aaron teaches us that it is hard to go back to God when we have hurt Him by our actions. Here is Aaron the High Priest instead of going to God he goes to Moses with the problem.

7. A sign of maturity is not to hold something against some one.

Numbers 12:13 (NIV) 
13 So Moses cried out to the LORD, "O God, please heal her!" 


a. Moses now has the upper hand. You have hurt me, God has now inflicted you because you have hurt me and now I am going to leave you like that. Not Moses! Moses did not hold the offense against Miriam. He prays for her deliverance.


b. Moses was forgiving.

8. God did not keep the chastisement private. He made it very public by having her placed out of the camp for 7 days.

Numbers 12:14 (NIV) 
14 The LORD replied to Moses, "If her father had spit in her face, would she not have been in disgrace for seven days? Confine her outside the camp for seven days; after that she can be brought back." 

a. God could have removed the leprosy when just those three were together with God and no one would have known. Instead, God sends her out of camp 7 days so everybody would know. Can you image Miriam’s humiliation and embarrassment?

9. Sometimes it just takes one person to prevent everyone else from moving forward.

  Numbers 12:15 (NIV) 
15 So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and the people did not move on till she was brought back. 


a. Miriam held all the people from moving forward seven days.


b. I wonder if there is someone in this church that is holding this church from moving forward.

Numbers 12:16 (NIV) 
16 After that, the people left Hazeroth and encamped in the Desert of Paran. 
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