I want Jesus
Hebrews 2:17-18 then 4:15-16
Dr. Dave M. Hartson

Bala Chitto Baptist Church

09/26/06

Introduction:
No one wants to go through a difficult time all alone. That’s the reason we have support groups for everything under the sun. I did some surfing on the internet this week and discovered that you don’t have to go through the Restless Leg Syndrome all alone. You can join the Restless Leg Syndrome Support Group. And in fact if you join now you still have time to make your reservations to attend the annual convention in San Antonio, Texas this November.

I discovered that you no longer have to drink your coffee or ice tea with aspartame all alone any more. You can join the aspartame support group and drink your refreshments with the help of other people just like you. 
I even discovered if you are a terrorist that you don’t have to do your acts of terrorism all alone. There is an organization called the National Council of Resistance (NCR) which has lobbied our Congress for legitimacy and has the support of several members of Congress.
What is obvious is that there is something within every one of us that causes us not to want to go through whatever we are experiencing all alone. But I can tell you this if I am going something in my life that I don’t want to go through alone I don’t want some support group I want Jesus.

And I want to share with you today why I would want Jesus if I am going through a difficult time because maybe somebody here is going through a difficult time in their life right this moment and they may decide that they want Jesus too. 
Turn with me in your Bibles to:

Hebrews 2:17-18 (NIV) 
17 For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 
18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
Hebrews 4:15-16 (NIV) 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. 
16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
Body:

1. I want Jesus when I am going through a difficult time because if my situation is a result of sin only Jesus can help me. 
17 For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 

A. You can not help me if my difficult time is a result of my sin because you are a sinner just like me. You may be able to understand what I am going through; you may be able to sympathize with me because maybe a similar situation has happened to you; you may even be moved by my situation to pray for me. But you can not fix my situation. 

B. There is only one that can remove sin in my life and His name is Jesus. If my difficult times are a result of sin I don’t need someone who can identify with my sin.  I need someone who cannot identify with sin; I need someone who has no experience with sin. I need someone whose only connection to sin is that is that He took mine to a cross and died for it and rose again to proclaim to me that He has victory over my sin.
C. Today, I don’t need to wallow in my sin with other sinners to fell good about myself; I need to break free of my sin by coming to my Savior Jesus and asking forgiveness.

D. Today, you may need to ask forgiveness for a rebellious heart; you may need to ask forgiveness because you have hurt another Christian; you may need to ask forgiveness because you have not done what God has asked you to do.
2. I want Jesus when I am going through a difficult time because if my situation is a result of temptation Jesus has had the most extensive experience anyone has ever had in dealing with temptation.
18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
A. When we have a problem we search out the experts. For example, if I am having a medical problem, I find the best one in the field whether he is in the State of Mississippi or some where else and I will travel to him to seek his help. Why? Simply because he is the expert!
B. The Bible is very clear that there is only one expert in the field of temptation and His name is Jesus. It says that He became like us in every way; it says that temptations were not light temptations but instead the temptations that He experienced caused Him to suffer; it also tells us that He was tempted in all ways like us. Jesus does indeed meet the qualifications of an expert.
C. If I need a lawyer, I am going to get the best; if I need a doctor, I am going to get the best. Then why would I go to someone who is struggling with their own temptation to get help with my temptation. How foolish! I need the expert; I need Jesus!
D. What temptations are you struggling with in your life today? Do you have an addiction that you constantly battle? Then go to the expert- Jesus. Are you tempted to spend more money than you make. Then go to the expert- Jesus. You may not realize this but in his ministry Jesus talked more about money than He did about heaven and hell.    

E. I am here to tell you if you are dealing with temptation, you don’t need a support group, you need Jesus.

3. I want Jesus when I am going through a difficult time because He is the perfect caregiver.
17 … that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God…

A. I don’t know if you have ever had to be a caregiver to a family member or a friend but it is an extremely demanding job. It burns you out emotional fairly quickly. You and I if we are to be effective caregivers need time to get away if it for a day or week or longer just so we can get refreshed.

B. Well Jesus is the perfect caregiver. He is faithful and He is merciful. The Bible says that He never sleeps nor does He slumber. He is just as fresh helping me today through my difficult situation as He was the day before. He doesn’t need time out; He doesn’t need time off; He doesn’t need personal time, and He doesn’t need down time. He is so faithful.
C. But also as a caregiver He is merciful. He never looses His patience with me during my difficult time. I must confess that I get frustrated with Anne sometimes when she is sick. I just sit down from getting her something that she wants and she decides that she wants something else. I get frustrated; He never gets frustrated. He knows exactly what to do for me at exactly the right time. 

D. When I am down on my back, I want my wife by my side; but importantly, I want the perfect Caregiver ministering to me.
4. I want Jesus when I am going through a difficult time because He has proved that He loves me unconditionally.

15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. 
16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
A. Between verses 15 and 16 something important happened- Jesus went to the cross and died for my sins. In verse 15 He put Himself through temptation for my sake. In verse 16 I have access to the throne of God.  What happened between those two verses allows me to have access to the throne and that is the death and resurrection of my Savior.
B. The Bible tells us in John 15:13 (NIV) 
13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 
C. There are people who will bail out when times get tough. There are people who will gang around when times are good but when times get rough they seem to disappear.

D. Jesus will never disappear when things get rough in my life. Jesus won’t make Himself scarce when I need Him the most. The Bible tells us if you look for Him you will find Him.

E. When I am going through a difficult time I want the One who loves me unconditionally. Jesus!
5. I want Jesus when I am going through a difficult time because He is the only answer.
16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
A. Have you ever needed a miracle in your life or someone you loves life? If you got it then Praise the Lord!  But I can tell you this: if you didn’t get it but you approached the throne of God in prayer in confidence then you got all the mercy and grace you need to bring you through your difficult time.
B. We get mad at God because He did not give us our miracle. If we had our way not one of our family members would ever die; if we had our way not one of our family members would ever get hooked on drugs; if we had our way not one of our marriages would ever result in divorce.

C. But it is not our way. It is God’s way and sometimes we are not going to get our miracle but we can get all the mercy and grace to make it through a difficult time.

D. Either way, the only answer is Jesus.

Conclusion:

Somebody today needs Jesus. You don’t have to go through your difficult time all alone.  Jesus is the answer. Will you ask yourself the right question today?
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