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I Can’t Run From God Any Longer!

Psalm 139:7-12
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 You may not be able to run fast. You may not be able to run without getting winded. You may not be able to run with perfect style. But if you are running and you are running away from God this morning, you are running in the wrong direction. We all have done it- that is, run from God. 

Adam and Eve in the Garden heard the Lord coming in the cool of the day and ran and hid themselves from His Presence. Probably one of the most famous runners of the Old Testament was Jonah. God had a call on his life and Jonah wanted nothing to do with that call and so he ran from God. In the Book of Acts we read that John Mark deserted the Apostle Paul on one of his missionary journeys. But was he deserting Paul or was he running from God at that moment? Most likely, he was running from God. 
I ran from God. I knew for a long time in my own life that God had been calling me into full time ministry but I kept rejecting that call. I kept running. And so I know today that the possibility exist that someone in this room may be running from God. That seems to be part of human nature- to run from God. And so what I want to do today is share with you some warning signs that you might be contemplating running or that you are presently running from God. It doesn’t matter what your reasons are for running. If you are running from God you are running in the wrong direction.
Turn with me in your Bible to the Book of Psalms Chapter 139 and we read verses 7 through 12 and we will look together for the signs to determine if we are running from God. And at the end of this sermon I want you to determine in your heart that you can no longer run from God.
Psalms 139:7-12 (NIV) 
7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 
11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me," 
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you. 

Body:

1.  I am running from God if I want to put a lot of distance between me and where I know God hangs out.
7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 

A. Where can I go from your Spirit? For Adam and Eve they hid from God among the trees in the Garden. They knew God walked with them along the paths in the cool of the day so they hid among the trees. In other words, they avoided the paths because they knew that was where God would be.

B. Where do you and I hide from God? Number one answer is: we avoid church. When we are hiding from God, we avoid church because we know that there is the possibility we will see Him there.

C. Think about it. When you are mad with someone what do you try to do? You try to avoid them. You generally know where they hang out so you don’t go where there is the possibility that they might be. You go anywhere else but where you think they might be. Do you all believe that?
D. So here is the natural conclusion: If I am not in church like I should be I need to search my heart to determine if I am running from God. You say Bro. Dave you are preaching to the choir because we are all here. That may be true and you might not have a problem but we all have family members and friends that  all of sudden stopped showing up at church and the reason they stopped coming is that they are running from God. And you need to tell them that they need to quit running from God.
E. People won’t tell you that they are running from God; they will tell you everything else. “My life just got so busy, I just don’t have time to go to church like I use to.” “I just got a lot of things going on in my head that I have to work through before I come back to church.”  They can say what they want; but God knows that they are running from Him.
2. I am running from God if I get angry that God is still blessing me in my disobedience. 

10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 

A. Paul tells us in Romans how God is going to deal with us when we are running from Him. God is going to deal with us out of His grace and mercy. Romans 12:21 (NIV) 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

B. Isn’t that what God did for Adam and Eve when they ran from Him and hid among the trees? Didn’t God kill an animal to provide them skins to cover themselves because they knew they were naked? That was an act of grace! Didn’t He promise them that He would send a Savior in the world to rescue them from their sins? That was an act of grace and mercy! He dealt with Adam and Eve as they were running from Him out of His grace and mercy. And He deals with you and me the same way: and we don’t like it.
C. Think about it: somebody doing something good for you and you are running from them. What does it do to you? It makes you madder. You think to yourself I wish that they would just leave me alone.

D. Just point out to someone what you see that God is presently doing in their life and if they deny it or they get mad at you for bringing that up- they are running from God and you need to tell them they need to stop running. 

E. We just can’t stand for someone to treat us good when we are running from them. But God even when I am running from Him will treat me good.
3. I am running from God if I find myself going back to the lifestyle I had before I knew Him.
11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me," 
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you. 
A. One of the places that we run when we are running from God is back to our old ways- back to the people and things we use to do. The Apostle Paul warns us about that in the Book of Ephesians.
Ephesians 5:8-11 (NIV) 
8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 
9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 
10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 
11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 

B. When we aren’t running from God we know how blessed we are to be out of that old lifestyle. We know how it was destroying us and our families.  We know how it kept us in bondage. We remember how it gave us all these promises but they were empty- empty promises.
C. But sadly, when we run from God the first place that we run is back to our old lifestyle. I discovered in my own life that the devil and his friends are more then willing to invite me back. And what is truly sad is that some of accept his invitation. 

D. But I can tell you this: if you are truly a Christian going back to our former lifestyle doesn’t have the same feel. You are going to be miserable there. The Bible says that old Lot was tormented day in and day out living in Sodom. He had come out of his pagan lifestyle; he had been with Abraham and had experienced the God of Abraham and so going back to the pagan lifestyle of Sodom tormented his soul.

E. So a person on the run from God is someone who is miserable. They are miserable because they have moved away from God and they are miserable and because with world don’t hold that same empty excitement it use to they are miserable in the world.
4. And here is the Good News: If I am running from God; He will never stop pursuing me. 
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you. 
A. I am reminded of the story in the Gospels of the Good Shepherd. He leaves the 99 sheep to go find the one that is lost. He pursues the one that is lost. God pursues the one who is running from Him.

B. There is no place that I can hide. David says that even the darkness is as light to you. Here is the comfort I have as a Christian; even when I am running from God I ought to hear God’s footsteps following and pursuing me.

C. If you are running today, turn around He is right behind you with open arms ready to catch you.
Conclusion:
Today, if you are running from God, I invite you to stop running. How do you do that? You come to the altar and tell God I quit running; I surrender to you. He will wrap His arms around you and tell you that it is OK.
Maybe you are not running, but maybe someone in your family or maybe a friend is running. I invite you to the altar this morning to come pray for them. God loves the intercessory prayers of his people.
During the invitation time as God leads you- follow his directions. Let us pray! 
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