I Don’t Want to Reap the Whirlwind!
Hosea 8:1-10

The Introduction:

You might have heard the expression: “what comes around…goes around.” And the meaning in rather simple: what you do eventually comes back at you.

Let me give you a couple of examples: If you cheat on your test as a young person - you will cheat in your business dealings as you grow older.  If you are generous with others when you have it to give - others will be generous with you when you don’t. 
Now, personally, I don’t use that expression- “what comes around…goes around”; I prefer the way the Bible describes what happens in a person’s life. “A man reaps what he sows.”  In the Biblical description, the accountability is definitely with me. As I sow, I reap. 
 Now in today’s passage of Scripture, for Israel the sowing time is over and now comes the reaping time- the harvest time.  They have had opportunity to sow a wonderfully meaningful relationship with God but instead they chose to sow an empty, unfulfilled, disconnected relationship with Him.  They sewed the wind. They sewed nothing. And now the time has come that they need God; but instead of reaping the benefits of a great relationship with God they reaped a whirlwind. 
I don’t know about you but I don’t want to reap a whirlwind. I want to sow a great relationship with God; I want to know that when I need Him the most that He is right there with me; I want to know that when I am in a battle that He is out in front fighting it for me.
So today, let’s see what Israel did wrong so we don’t make the same mistakes they did.

So turn in your Bibles to Hosea 8:1-10 (NIV) 
1 "Put the trumpet to your lips! An eagle is over the house of the LORD because the people have broken my covenant and rebelled against my law. 
2 Israel cries out to me, 'O our God, we acknowledge you!' 
3 But Israel has rejected what is good; an enemy will pursue him. 
4 They set up kings without my consent; they choose princes without my approval. With their silver and gold they make idols for themselves to their own destruction. 
5 Throw out your calf-idol, O Samaria! My anger burns against them. How long will they be incapable of purity? 
6 They are from Israel! This calf--a craftsman has made it; it is not God. It will be broken in pieces, that calf of Samaria. 
7 "They sow the wind and reap the whirlwind. The stalk has no head; it will produce no flour. Were it to yield grain, foreigners would swallow it up. 
8 Israel is swallowed up; now she is among the nations like a worthless thing. 
9 For they have gone up to Assyria like a wild donkey wandering alone. Ephraim has sold herself to lovers. 
10 Although they have sold themselves among the nations, I will now gather them together. They will begin to waste away under the oppression of the mighty king. 
The Body:

1. I don’t want to reap the whirlwind; I will do what God has told me to do.

Hosea 8:1 (NIV) 
1 "Put the trumpet to your lips! An eagle is over the house of the LORD because the people have broken my covenant and rebelled against my law. 
A. Israel didn’t do what God told them to do- keep His Word. Oh, I am sure that the excuses that they had are probably just as good as the excuses we have today.

B. Listen to some of ours.  The Word was written long ago when times were so different- it is not that way anymore so you have to adjust to the times. We have to be more flexible-society is different; the world is different.

C. If I did everything God’s Word says for me to do then it will cramp my style. 

D. Back then they had nothing else to compete with their time with God but today things are so fast paced that you have to give God the little bit that you can.
E. But then I got to remember what Jesus told me in one of the Gospel- this world will pass away but My Word will never pass away.

F. If you don’t want to reap a whirlwind- keep God’s Word. Never outdated! Never old! Always fresh and alive!
2. I don’t want to reap the whirlwind; I am going to chose not to walk the same way everybody else walks.

Hosea 8:4 (NIV) 
4 They set up kings without my consent; they choose princes without my approval. With their silver and gold they make idols for themselves to their own destruction. 
A. Israel didn’t want to be different than all the other nations. They wanted to be just like them. God set up judges for Israel but Israel wanted kings like the other nations. God was going to choose the leaders of Israel but they wanted their say in who would lead them like the other nations. Israel’s fault is that they wanted to follow the pattern of the world rather than the pattern of God.

B. But isn’t that the same problem of the church today. We want to follow the pattern of the world rather than the pattern of God. We get you an hour on Sunday morning, so let’s entertain you. Let’s allow you walk out of church at 12 noon feeling so good about yourself that you are going to want to come back next week. Met God, no way, because if you met God you will be confronted about your sinfulness and you won’t feel comfortable and may not come back.

C. The church doesn’t need to be like the world; and Christians don’t need to be like the unbelievers. The church needs to be different and you and I need to be different.

D. My Bible tells me that I need to come out from among them. I need to pick up my cross and carry it no matter what anyone else around me does. I need to travel the lonely road the one least traveled rather than travel the road with all those headed for destruction.

E. I don’t want to reap a whirlwind. I will travel with God now and I will travel with God when I need Him. Shame on me if I only want to travel with God when I need Him! 

3. I don’t want to reap the whirlwind; I am not going to allow my trust to be misplaced.
Hosea 8:5 (NIV) 
5 Throw out your calf-idol, O Samaria! My anger burns against them. How long will they be incapable of purity? 

A. Israel had chosen to trust in something that they had made with their hands rather than trusting in God. It is almost hard to believe having known all that God did for the Israelites in the wilderness and how He showed Himself to the Israelites that they would turn their trust to a golden calf. And so I want to know why?

B. And I think the answer is very simple. The Israelites could control the golden calf but they could not control God.

C. We think we can control our money so we would rather put our trust in our money rather than in God. We think we have some control over our family so we put our trust in our family. We don’t like to put our trust in God because we can not control Him.  
D. It does not matter that God has never tried to harm me; it is difficult to trust Him because I can not control Him. It doesn’t matter that God has promised me a future with Him; it is difficult to trust Him because I can not control Him.

E. If I don’t want to reap a whirlwind; I need to trust in a God that I can not control.  Maybe that is why the Bible says: trust in the Lord with all your heart.

4. I don’t want to reap the whirlwind; I will run to God for my help in difficult times.
Hosea 8:9-10(NIV) 
9 For they have gone up to Assyria like a wild donkey wandering alone. Ephraim has sold herself to lovers. 
10 Although they have sold themselves among the nations, I will now gather them together. They will begin to waste away under the oppression of the mighty king. 

A. Israel made the decision to run to other nations rather than running to God when difficult times came upon them. That was a mistake; only God could help them.

B. Today, are you running to somebody or something else other than God. God is the answer for the world today and if you don’t have that answer you might end up reaping a whirlwind.

C. How tragic it was Israel to sow the wind and reap a whirlwind and oh tragic it would be for a person in this building today to sow to the wind and reap a whirlwind when the truth is that they just needed God.

Let us pray!
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