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Waiting on God to send the Boat….
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I can still picture in my mind the horrible scenes from Hurricane Katrina of people sitting on their rooftops in New Orleans waiting for a boat to come rescue them.
I am sure as they sat there for hours and some for even days that they had to wonder are there any more boats coming.
I have been fortunate in my life that I have never had to be physically rescued like that. But I understand what those people went through; I understand what those people experienced because I have gone through times spiritually in my own life where I thought unless God’s sends a boat to rescue me I am going to spiritually drown. 

I have been to those dark places in life where I have experienced something that I am helpless to fix on my own; I have been to those dark places of life where I am going through something that I can not escape on my own and unless God sends a boat to rescue me I know that I will spiritually drown. And I can imagine that you have been there too.
So this morning, I want us to learn what God is teaching us as we wait on Him to send that boat.
Turn with in your Bibles to Psalm 54
Psalms 54:1-7 (NIV) 
1 Save me, O God, by your name; vindicate me by your might. 
2 Hear my prayer, O God; listen to the words of my mouth. 
3 Strangers are attacking me; ruthless men seek my life-- men without regard for God. Selah 
4 Surely God is my help; the Lord is the one who sustains me. 
5 Let evil recoil on those who slander me; in your faithfulness destroy them. 
6 I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; I will praise your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
7 For he has delivered me from all my troubles, and my eyes have looked in triumph on my foes. 

Body:

1. As I wait on God to send the boat, I need to learn just how helpless I am.
1 Save me, O God, by your name; vindicate me by your might. 
2 Hear my prayer, O God; listen to the words of my mouth. 

A. Call it Christian maturity or whatever you want to call it but I have learned over the years that I have a bunch of weaknesses and therefore I have a strong need to be dependent upon God.
B. I can not say that it has always been that way in my Christian journey. As a young Christian I thought I could solve any problem and overcome ever obstacle that stood in my path. I knew the Apostle Paul said that it is through weakness that God’s power is evident in my life but I really didn’t want to experience weakness to test the accuracy of Paul’s statement.
C. But as the years went by and there were things I couldn’t fix and there were things I could not escape and there were problems that I could not avoid  I discovered if God’s grace and power were not at work in those situations then I did not have a chance.

D. Isn’t that exactly what happened to David? In the early years of his spiritual life we see him as young boy almost without fear. All of Israel is afraid to fight Goliath except David. He shows no weakness.

E. Now we fast forward his story to the time that he is running away from Saul. Now David who was fearless against Goliath shows weakness. He asked God to save him from Saul. He says I can not save myself. What happened? He spiritually grew up.

F. Today, if you can recognize your weakness and therefore your dependence upon God you have grown up spiritually. If you think you can fight every battle and even more importantly that you can win every battle you face, you are still spiritually immature and you are going to have a tough row to hoe. 

G. It is only in my weakness that I am strong and as I wait for the boat I need to learn just how helpless I am. 

2. As I wait on God to send the boat, I need to learn that my enemy is strong.
3 Strangers are attacking me; ruthless men seek my life-- men without regard for God. Selah
A. One of the reasons that David called upon God is because his enemies were strong. I have a problem- a big problem- with Christians who attempt to stand up against Satan and fight him toe to toe. I understand their rationale because they always quote the Scripture greater is He that is in me than he that is in the world. But the Bible tells me that Satan is a roaring lion seeking who he may devour and I know from personal experience that I don’t always allow God’s Spirit to have complete freedom in my life so I am afraid it might be me fighting the devil rather than the Spirit of God fighting the devil. And that would not be much of a fight!
B. If I walking down the street and around the corner came a roaring lion, I am going to run. And in my spiritual life if around the corner comes a roaring lion I am going to run- I am going to run to God because I know that He is always stronger than my strongest enemy.

C. And what makes the devil such a strong enemy is that he knows how to get the right people to come against me. David’s enemies weren’t the Philistines or some other nation. It was his own Jewish people that betrayed him to Saul.

D. How strong is our enemy? He is not beyond using fellow church members to attack you. He is not beyond using your most trusted friend against you.  He is not beyond using someone in your own family against you. 

E. As I wait for God to send the boat to rescue me I need to realize how weak I am and how strong my enemy is.   
3.  As I wait on God to send the boat, I need to be ready to make to make the right choice when the boat comes.
4 Surely God is my help; the Lord is the one who sustains me. 

A. I can remember in Hurricane Katrina that the authorities had to pull the civilian boats out of the rescue effort because some people were shooting at the boats. That was the wrong choice to make when the boat was coming to rescue you. It was a crazy response to the effort of being rescued.

B. And the same is with God. I have a choice as God sends the boat to rescue me.  I can tell God that I can do it on my own and send God and his boat away. Or I can accept God’s offer of the boat and allow Him to rescue me and do it how He wants it to be done. 
C. Here’s my problem I have to work through to make the right choice. You can’t tell the one who is rescuing you how you want to be rescued and you can not tell God how you want to be rescued. So I have to be willing to allow God to do it His way.

D. Secondly, I have to be willing to accept that if God rescues me that I owe Him. This is crazy but a lot of people don’t want to owe God anything. If I allow God to rescue me I owe Him my life as a living sacrifice which the Apostle Paul says is my reasonable service.  

4. As I wait on God to send the boat, I need to break out in praise because I know that He is faithful and He is coming.

6 I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; I will praise your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
7 For he has delivered me from all my troubles, and my eyes have looked in triumph on my foes. 

A. David starts off this Psalm with a plea to God to save him from his enemies. Before He can finish this very short Psalm David breaks out in praise as if God has already saved Him. Why? Because David knew that God is faithful and that He is coming.

B. And here is my word to you today: hold on God is faithful and He is coming to rescue you.  You may be battling cancer today, hold on, God is faithful and He is coming. You may be battling an addiction today, hold on, God is faithful and He is coming. You may even be battling depression today, hold on, God is faithful and He is coming.

C. Bro Dave, how do you know He is coming? Because God is faithful! One of His beautiful names is True and Faithful.
Conclusion:

Today, you may feel like you are spiritually drowning; I want to tell you that are not alone. David felt that same way as King Saul is pursing him and his own countrymen have betrayed him to King Saul. He had no place to turn but to God.

But as He turns to God He teaches us what we are to do when we are spiritually drowning. I must recognize how weak I am; I must recognize how strong my enemy is; I must make the right choice to allow God to rescue me; and I should break out in praise because I know God is faithful and He is coming.

Today some in this building may be spiritually drowning. I want you to pray for them even if you do not know who they are. The important thing is that God knows. Secondly if you are the one spiritually drowning I would ask you to come to the altar and give God praise that He is faithful and He will rescue you. I know what I am asking takes courage but it takes no more courage than it takes to make the right choice to allow God to rescue you.  

Let us pray!  
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