I Am Trampling on God’s Goodness When…

Hosea 13:9


Introduction:
All this week as I prepared for today’s sermon, I kept asking myself the same question over and over. “How can I repay the Lord for all His goodness to me?” I am not going to take credit for thinking of that question because long before I was ever here, King David asked that same question and it was recorded in the Bible in Psalm 116:12. Let me read it to you: Psalm 116:12 (NIV) 
12 How can I repay the LORD for all his goodness to me? 
However, my answer is original to me. It came from within my heart. I have decided not to trample all over the goodness of God by the way I choose to live my life. 

Do people trample over the goodness of God? They sure do. Today, in our passage of Scripture from Hosea 13:9 God, Himself, calls Israel to task for doing that exact thing - trampling over His goodness toward them. 

Let me read it to you. 

Hosea 13:9 (NIV) 
9 "You are destroyed, O Israel, because you are against me, against your helper.” 

God had shown Israel acts of goodness directed toward them and Israel rejected the One that has shown them the goodness. How did they reject God and His Goodness because I don’t want to be found doing that? And that is the purpose of today’s sermon- let’s discover together when we trample over the goodness of God and then during our invitation time let’s together make a commitment not to do that.

Body:

1. I am trampling on God’s goodness when God has lifted me up out of my pit but I want to return to it. 
Hosea 13:1-2 (NIV) 
1 When Ephraim spoke, men trembled; he was exalted in Israel. But he became guilty of Baal worship and died. 
2 Now they sin more and more; they make idols for themselves from their silver, cleverly fashioned images, all of them the work of craftsmen. It is said of these people, "They offer human sacrifice and kiss the calf-idols." 

A. Everybody has their own pit. Some people’s pit may be the pit of loneliness. Others may have the pit of drugs and alcohol; others may be the pit of financial irresponsibility. Whatever it is; we all have our own pits.
B. Israel’s pit was the slavery of Egypt and their inability to worship freely their own God. God lifted them out of that pit but they wanted to go back to it by constantly wanting to go back to Egypt while they were wandering in the wilderness. They constantly wanted to go back to that pit after they entered the Promised Land by wanting to worship the false gods of the other nations rather than the True God. They constantly wanted to go back to the pit by skillfully crafting idols to be worshipped rather than worshipping their God.

C. Today, do you know the pit that God has lifted you out of?  And more importantly, are you making the effort to stay away from that pit? My advice to you is don’t even go near that pit because that old devil would love to through you back in it.

D. Can you and I may this commitment together: I am not going to trample on the goodness of God by going near that pit again that God has taken me out of.
2. I am trampling on God’s goodness when I accept God’s blessings but I don’t acknowledge Him as the Giver of the blessing.
Hosea 13:4-6 (NIV) 
4 "But I am the LORD your God, [who brought you] out of Egypt. You shall acknowledge no God but me, no Savior except me. 
5 I cared for you in the desert, in the land of burning heat. 
6 When I fed them, they were satisfied; when they were satisfied, they became proud; then they forgot me. 

A. The very next breath I breathe, God gave that to me. The very next morsel of food I put in my mouth, God gave that to me. The next time I bring home my paycheck, I need to remember God gave that to me.
B. I believe that God would rather that you reject His blessing rather than to accept His blessings but not acknowledge Him. Israel was willing to accept his blessings in the wilderness: the manna, the quail, and the water from the rock; they ate and drank to their hearts content but they refused to acknowledge that God was the source of their blessings. 

C. Think about it. Isn’t that were America is today? We want the blessings of God upon this country and upon our people but we don’t want to acknowledge Him. We want to take God out of our schools; we want to take God we trust off our currency; we want to take Him out of the pledge of allegiance and just recently we want to take any reference to Him out of the oath for office of president.
D. Make the second commitment with me today: I am not going to trample on God’s goodness: I am going to acknowledge God for the blessings that He is giving me.

3. I am trampling on God’s goodness when I don’t want to be different; I want to be like everybody else. 
Hosea 13:10-11 (NIV) 
10 Where is your king, that he may save you? Where are your rulers in all your towns, of whom you said, 'Give me a king and princes'? 
11 So in my anger I gave you a king, and in my wrath I took him away. 
A. If you didn’t want to be different then you shouldn’t have become a Christian. Now that you are a Christian, you got to be different. My Bible tells me that a Christian is a different creature all together then everybody else in the world. My Bible tells me that a Christian is different because he doesn’t travel the wide road but instead travels the narrow road. My Bible tells me that a Christian is different because his or her plans for Sunday focus around God not around something else.

B.  Israel didn’t want to be different; they wanted to be like everybody else. Other nations had kings and princes so Israel wanted kings and princes. They did not want to be different and that was trampling on God’s goodness.
C. Let’s make a commitment today: I will not trample on the goodness of God, I will celebrate my differences with this world because it means that I belong to God.

4. I am trampling on God’s goodness when I trust more in the promises of this world rather than God’s promises.
Hosea 13:15 (NIV) 
15 even though he thrives among his brothers. An east wind from the LORD will come, blowing in from the desert; his spring will fail and his well dry up. His storehouse will be plundered of all its treasures. 

A. Israel was trusting in the promises of this world. They were trusting in their export of olives to Egypt to keep Egypt happy with them. And they were trusting in their treaty with Assyria to keep Assyria from coming in and destroying them. They didn’t trust God to keep them safe.
B. Are you trusting God or are you trusting the promises made to you by this world? If you having financial problems today, the first thing that you need to start doing is tithing 10% of your money to God. It doesn’t make sense giving away 10% so that you have less to go around but it is God’s way and it works.

C. The doctor keeps running test and test and he tells you that there is not much more we can do; your time is short. But God told you that you will live to see your grandbaby come to know Him as Lord. Trust in God, cling to that promise. What God has promised you is more important than what the doctor promised.

D. The final commitment I would like for you to make with me today is this: I will not trample on the goodness of God I will cling to every promise that God has given to me. 

Conclusion

Four commitments I am asking you to make with me:
1. I am not going to trample on the goodness of God by going near that pit again that God has taken me out of.

2. I am not going to trample on God’s goodness: I am going to acknowledge God for the blessings that He is giving me.

3. I will not trample on the goodness of God; I will celebrate my differences with this world because it means that I belong to God.

4. I will not trample on the goodness of God; I will cling to every promise that God has given to me.
Can you make those commitments today? Let us pray!
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