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Introduction:

If I were to go to the top of the tallest building in McComb and hang over the side of that building a 5lb weight and suddenly release my hands from it, what do you think will happen? It will fall to the ground and that is the right answer because you have considered the law of gravity in coming to your conclusion.

If I were to ask you what is 10 plus 10 what would you respond? Twenty! And that is the right answer because you considered the mathematical laws you learned in school in coming up with your conclusion.
If I were to ask you what direction do I need to go to get to Jackson from here what would you respond? Hopefully, you would tell me to get on I-55 and head north. You considered a map of Mississippi in coming up with your conclusion.

Isn’t that interesting! You didn’t come up with the answers without consulting the law of gravity, or mathematical laws or what you know about the map of Mississippi.

Yet, when it comes to the issues of life, especially my own life, I don’t want to consult the author of all life which is God Himself. And the end result is that I will come to the wrong conclusions without God.

Solomon in our passage of Scripture this morning looks at life and doesn’t consider God as he makes his conclusions about the things that he has seen and he comes up with the wrong answers. And in doing so he teaches us that if I leave God out of my answers about life’s issues I too will come up with the wrong conclusions. And I am afraid that there are a lot of Christians walking around with the wrong answers because they have left God out in making their conclusion.
Turn with me in your Bible to:

Ecclesiastes 4:1-8 (NIV) 
1 Again I looked and saw all the oppression that was taking place under the sun: I saw the tears of the oppressed-- and they have no comforter; power was on the side of their oppressors-- and they have no comforter. 
2 And I declared that the dead, who had already died, are happier than the living, who are still alive. 
3 But better than both is he who has not yet been, who has not seen the evil that is done under the sun. 
4 And I saw that all labor and all achievement spring from man's envy of his neighbor. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 
5 The fool folds his hands and ruins himself. 
6 Better one handful with tranquility than two handfuls with toil and chasing after the wind. 
7 Again I saw something meaningless under the sun: 
8 There was a man all alone; he had neither son nor brother. There was no end to his toil, yet his eyes were not content with his wealth. "For whom am I toiling," he asked, "and why am I depriving myself of enjoyment?" This too is meaningless-- a miserable business! 

Body:

1. Without God, I can look at a situation and not see what is really going on.
Ecclesiastes 4:1 (NIV) 
1 Again I looked and saw all the oppression that was taking place under the sun: I saw the tears of the oppressed-- and they have no comforter; power was on the side of their oppressors-- and they have no comforter. 
A.  Solomon ventures out from the palace to the marketplace and he sees two groups of people- the poor who are being oppressed by the rich and they have no one to cry to. He sees the rich with all their power and money and they too have no one to cry to.
B. Solomon gets some of the story right. Whether you are poor or whether you are rich something is missing in your life. 

C. But he comes to the wrong conclusion about what is missing.  He says that what is missing is a comforter. The comforter is not missing because the comforter is Jesus Christ Himself.  What is missing is that personal relationship and that intimate fellowship with God.

D. Here is Solomon’s wrong conclusion: he is blaming the problem on God- there is no comforter when the problem is really me. I have never invited the comforter into my heart or I haven’t yielded by heart to the Comforter. 
E. It is so easy without God to look at a situation and not really see what is going on.
2. Without God, I can feel helpless about a situation that I really have the power to change.

Ecclesiastes 4:2-3 (NIV) 
2 And I declared that the dead, who had already died, are happier than the living, who are still alive. 
3 But better than both is he who has not yet been, who has not seen the evil that is done under the sun. 
A. Solomon concludes that there is nothing I can do about this situation. And so you are better off dead or even better yet never to have been born.
B. But isn’t Solomon the King of Israel? Isn’t he the riches and most powerful man in the world? He could do something about the oppression. He could do something about the rich using their powers against the poor. He could do something about the poor being poor since he is so rich. But he saw the situation as hopeless.

C.  There are Christians who see their situation as hopeless and just like Solomon they conclude that they can do nothing about their situation.
D.  What ever happen to prayer changes things? There are times that I can not change things in my own physical strength but I can always pray. And I can testify that prayer does change things.
E. What about the Holy Spirit of God living within me? Doesn’t the Apostle Paul say that I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me? Didn’t Jesus Himself say I will send you the Comforter who will do even greater works than I have done?

F. Without God I can see how a person can thinks a person a situation is hopeless but with God, no way. With God, no situation is hopeless.
3. Without God, I will be suspicious as to why somebody is doing the right thing or the good thing.  
Ecclesiastes 4:4 (NIV) 
4 And I saw that all labor and all achievement spring from man's envy of his neighbor. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

A.  Solomon takes a look at why people work as hard as they do and he concludes it only because they want to keep up with their neighbors. He concludes that it is envy that drives you and me to work as hard as we do.  But once again Solomon arrives at his answer without considering God and he is wrong.

B.  Solomon has forgotten that God gave Adam work in the Garden even before the fall of man to sin.  He didn’t understand that we work for a higher reason- to please God. Isn’t it the Apostle Paul that says whatever you do, do to the honor and glory of God?
C.  People without God controlling their life might work because of envy of his neighbor but if you and me are Christian we ought to be working because it is the right thing to do and it is pleasing to God.
4. Without God, I will give no thought about my neighbor. 
Ecclesiastes 4:5-6 (NIV) 
5 The fool folds his hands and ruins himself. 
6 Better one handful with tranquillity than two handfuls with toil and chasing after the wind. 
A. Solomon says it is foolish to work as hard as we work. He concludes that it would be better to have just enough for yourself and not work as hard as you do.
B. And what Solomon is telling us that without God it is all about “me, myself and I.” And he is so right.

C. Without God, spouses can be so selfish and inconsiderate of their mate. Without God, children can be so inconsiderate of their parents. And without God, church members can be so inconsiderate of one another.
D.  Without God, it is all about me. With God, I become more considerate of my neighbor.  Solomon is wrong maybe you need two handfuls so that you can share one with some one who is less fortunate than you.
5. Without God, I will feel lonely and isolated. 
Ecclesiastes 4:7-8 (NIV) 
7 Again I saw something meaningless under the sun: 
8 There was a man all alone; he had neither son nor brother. There was no end to his toil, yet his eyes were not content with his wealth. "For whom am I toiling," he asked, "and why am I depriving myself of enjoyment?" This too is meaningless-- a miserable business! 
A. Solomon looks again and he sees a man working hard and he has no one to give it to when he dies and so Solomon concludes that this man needs to quit working hard and start enjoying life.

B. It infers that the time spent doing work can not be enjoyable.  I think Solomon is wrong. I can tell you this if I were all alone then the time spent working would be the most enjoyable portion of my day. The worst part of the day for me would be coming home to an empty house. 

C. There are a lot of people who feel alone. There are people who even in a large crowd can feel all alone. I am sure that every one of us in this room has at some point or another has felt the emptiness of loneliness. 
D. But do you know what? I am more likely to feel loneliness with out God then I am with God.  When I am living like I should be living I know God’s presence is with me and that He will never leave me or forsake me.  
Conclusion

Today, if you without God, I invite you not to leave this church house without experiencing God. He loves you and desires a personal relationship with you.
For those Christian who have tasted of that close fellowship with God and are not experiencing it right this moment, I invite you to the altar. You have a problem between God and yourself and I can tell you the problem does not lie with God, it lies with you. And He so desperately desires that you fix that problem and renew that fellowship with Him.

Without God, you are not going to see clearly the issues of life.

Let us pray! 
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