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Introduction:

I love to watch a good movie but I especially love a good movie with a great ending. You know the kind of endings I am talking about: where good triumphs over evil; where the good looking guy gets the beautiful girl; and where all the pieces of the mystery fall into place and the detective is able to solve the murder. Now that’s a good movie!
And by the same token, I can’t stand to sit through a movie and the ending leaves me hanging. It is not finished; nothing has been concluded. You know those kinds of endings where the writer has intentionally left something out maybe because he wants to write a sequel in the future or maybe because he just wants to leave you hanging. You walk away from the TV or the movie theatre upset because nothing has been resolved. Whatever the reason, that type of ending just drives me crazy! 

Well, this morning, I got good news; I have got a great ending to tell you about- there is an empty grave; there is no body to be found; and yes, Jesus is alive. He was once dead because of my transgressions and sin but now He is alive. 

And this morning, I want to share with you four reasons why this is the only ending that could have satisfied God. This is the only ending that could be a good ending for both you to me to enjoy!
Turn with me in your Bibles to Acts 2:22-28.

Acts 2:22-28 (NIV) 
22 "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 
23 This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 
24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 
25 David said about him: "'I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, 
27 because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.' 

Body:
1. This is the only ending that could satisfy God because this is the only ending that could makes nothing impossible now.
Acts 2:24 (NIV) 
24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 
A. You and I both have known people who seem to have this great ability to get themselves out of an impossible situation. It seems like when their back is against the wall; they have no where to go and yet somehow they turn the situation around and walk away victorious.

B. But there was one situation no one had ever walked away from until Jesus came to earth. And that is death. Death snares every person. But death couldn’t hold Jesus in the grave. On that Easter morning, the ground shook, the angel rolled away the stone and Jesus was no longer in the grave. Life’s final enemy was now defeated.

C. And the implication is that you and I now know that nothing is impossible for God. There is nothing impossible that God can not do in my life. He can heal; He can protect; He can deliver; He can do all things.

D. The Apostle Paul understood that when he said: 

Philippians 4:13 (NIV) 
13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 

E. This is the only ending that could satisfy God because this is the only ending that allows God to do the impossible in my life. And on Easter I can be at peace within myself because whatever my impossible situation today God can deal with it.
2. This is the only ending that could satisfy God because this is the only ending that completely defeats the devil and all his evil.

Acts 2:23 (NIV) 
23 This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 
A. From beginning of time; from creation itself when God created everything and said it was good, evil couldn’t stand it and wouldn’t leave it alone. We know the story: Satan tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden and they fell into temptation and sin entered the world and it looked like evil had triumphed.
B. Then Jesus came into the world and the devil threw every weapon he had against Jesus. He wanted to make sure that evil stayed on top. He tried to have him killed as a baby by killing all male babes two years and younger. When that didn’t work he used slander, accusations and lies and he aroused an angry mob to have Jesus crucified. It seemed like evil was going to have its way again; the devil thought that he had won once and for all. To secure his victory he sealed that tomb and put those Roman guards there to watch it. No one could get in and snatch the body.

C. But the devil never planned on Jesus walking out of that grave in His own power and the power of God. And in doing so He defeated death; He defeated the devil and He defeated hell.
D. It was the only ending that could satisfy God because the devil is now a defeated foe and death and no longer has victory over you and me as believers in God.
3.  This is the only ending that could satisfy God because this is the only ending that assurances that the grave has no power over me.

Acts 2:26-27 (NIV) 
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, 
27 because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
A. To the believing Jews the resurrection of Jesus from the grave meant more just victory over death.  It also meant that the bodies of those who died prior to His return for His church would one day resurrect from the grave and met the Lord in the air. At death our soul and spirit go to be with the Lord and our bodies go to the grave. But one day even those bodies will not stay in the grave but they will be reunited with our soul and spirit.
B. In other words, there is nothing that death can keep of me. And that is what David is rejoicing about. “My body also rejoices in hope.” Because one day this old decaying body will be transformed into a glorious body and be in the presence of God and not confined to grave or subject to the penalty of death.

C. This is the only ending that could satisfy God because when God gets victory over death He gets complete victory over death. And He couldn’t have complete victory over death if death could hold on to my body. But praise be to God, one day my body will rise from that ground and met the Lord in the air.
4. This is the only ending that could satisfy God because this is the only ending that gives me Resurrection power to live each day.

Acts 2:28 (NIV) 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.' 
A. I saved what I considered the most significant thing about Easter to the very last. And that is the same divine power that brought Jesus Christ out of grave is the same power working within me through the Holy Spirit so that I can live every day of my life in Resurrection power.

B. Let me share with you quickly three things I have learned so that I can actually apply the Resurrection power to my daily life.

1. Acknowledge that I have Resurrection power living with in me because the Holy Spirit of God dwells in my life as a Christian.


2. Accept that the Holy Spirit wants to work in my life but He is not pushy. In other words, if I want to try in my own strength to get out of my mess He will just sit back and let me try. If you are like me you probably just made a bigger mess of things.  


3. Assure myself through prayer and Scripture that God is working in my life. So quit living my life like woe is me. Everything is not bad. My life is not falling apart for one reason only and that is because God is at work in my life- that is Resurrection Power. 
Conclusion:
Maybe it is just me but as Spring arrived this year and I saw the trees that looked dead all of a sudden begin to start blooming with all those beautiful flowers I could not help but think about the Resurrection.

The ground and winter was trying their best to hold back life and beauty but no matter how hard they tried to keep it hostage Spring burst forth.

No matter how hard the devil tried the tomb couldn’t keep Jesus hostage. He sprung forth from the grave on that Resurrection Morning.  And His Resurrection assures me and you that one day our bodies will spring forth from the grave and meet the Lord in the air. Until that time upon our death our soul and spirit go to meet the Lord if we have that personal relationship with Jesus.

Today someone here might not have that personal relationship with the Lord. I invite you to the front of the church to talk with one of our counselors and they can share with you how to have that personal relationship with the Lord Jesus.

Let us pray! 
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