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Introduction:

I want to begin my sermon this morning by reading a poem from a young teenage girl from Chicago named Maggie Gross. Listen to her words carefully.

Do you know, do you understand,

that you represent Jesus to me?

Do you know, do you understand,

that when you treat me with gentleness

It raises the question in my mind 

That maybe He is gentle too?

Maybe He isn’t someone who laughs when I am hurt.

Do you know, do you understand

That when you listen to my question and you don’t laugh, I think,

What if Jesus is interested in me too? …

If you care, I think maybe that He cares. 

And then there is this flame of hope

That burns inside of me for a while…

Do you know, do you understand

That your words are His words?

Your face, his face

To someone like me.

Please God, don’t let this be another trick

Please let this be real

Please

Do you know, do you understand

Who you are?

Maggie Gross is crying out in this poem for a father who cares. She didn’t need a father who had a big house, or a great car, or an all-important job. She just needed a daddy who cares.

Dads, I believe our Heavenly Father models caring for us. And this morning I want us to see what we can learn about caring from Him.

Body

1. A caring dad is not just a provider but also an active participant in his child’s life and the family.

VS 5- My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you.

A. Here is God the Father is telling you and I that He is an active participant in our lives. He says He rebukes us. He does not just sit and watch me grow as a Christian but rather He participates in it.

B. Too many fathers want to be providers of the family and not participants.  There are many dads who leave the children for momma to take care of. Momma takes them everywhere and dad stays home. Or momma got to take them into another room in the house so they don’t disturb dad.

2. A caring dad sees the potential of his child and works towards achieving that potential.

VS 6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as sons.

A. God is telling us that He is disciplining us because He sees more potential in us than we are showing. It is love for His child that is causing God to want His child to reach his full potential.

B. I have a real problem with dads who can’t see the potential in their children. We all know that type of dads. They are always putting their children down. They are telling their children in words and actions that they are no good and will amount to nothing.

C. The sad thing about those dads is that they have lost the ability to see the potential in their children.

D. I am so thankful that some church members and ministers to this church did not lose the vision for the potential of this church. This church is alive and well today, because some people say the potential of this church in those very lean days.   

3. A caring dad has learned the balance between no discipline and too much discipline so that the child responds well.

VS 7-9 Endure hardship as discipline… Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it.

A. God says that He knows the perfect balance of discipline. If God does not discipline me, then I don’t feel like his child and too much and it will break my spirit. God knows the level of discipline that I respond well to.

B. Every child has a different level of discipline that he or she responds to. A caring father learns that level for each of his children.

C. Respond with too much discipline your child will disrespect you. Respond with no discipline your child will think you don’t love him or her. Respond with the appropriate amount and your children will respect you.

4. A caring father disciplines and then moves on in his relationship with his child.

VS 10-Our fathers discipline us for a little while.

A. Note that it says that our earthly fathers should discipline us for a little while. However, there are some fathers who seem never to be able to let something die. They care on about something for days, weeks, and months later.

B. A caring father directs and then moves on.

5. A caring dad may not see the benefits of his caring to some time in the future.

VS 11 Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

A. God is saying that sometimes you don’t see the benefit of your discipline until sometime in the future. It is like planting a crop, you don’t harvest right after you plant. You must wait. 

B. By being a caring father sometimes you must wait to see the benefit of your caring. You may not see it immediately.

6. Those who been trained by a caring father will likely be a caring person.

VS 11- It produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

A. If I plant the seed of caring I expect to yield the harvest of caring. 

Conclusion

Remember the poem that we began with. Do you know, do you understand, who you are?  Do you real understand that the best thing that you can give your child is to be a father who cares?

