How Would You Grade Your Christian Life?
Hebrews 13:8-16


Introduction
If you have a child in school, you know this week ends the third nine weeks of school. That means kids will be taking nine weeks test and it will not be long before you will see report cards.
I can remember in third grade I had a terrible report card. Now when I was in school, you had to have the report card signed by your parent and brought back to school. In my home, my dad signed all report cards. I knew what would happen if he saw it, so I took a chance signed it myself and brought it back to school. The only problem which I did not realize at the time, in third grade I only knew how to print and not write in script and so when the teacher saw the print and not the script signature of my dad she knew my daddy didn’t sign it. And so, I could not sit down for a week even before we dealt with the issue of the report card.

I tell you about report cards, because I want you to grade your Christian life today. Let me give you a grading scale to measure your success or failure. I want you to take off, one letter grade for each item in today’s sermon that you have missed the mark on.  At the end, if you have missed none, you get an “A”. Miss one; you get a “B”.  Miss two; you get a “C”. Miss three; you get a “D”. Miss four; you get an “F”.

So, let’s look at the Scripture and figuring out our grade.
Heb 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

Heb 13:9  Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them. 

Heb 13:10  We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat. 

Heb 13:11  The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside the camp. 

Heb 13:12  And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood. 

Heb 13:13  Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. 

Heb 13:14  For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come. 

Heb 13:15  Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that confess his name. 

Heb 13:16  And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

Body

1. Take one letter away from your grade if you are always looking for new and novel things to make your Christian life more exciting. 

Heb 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

Heb 13:9  Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings.

1Ti 4:1  The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 

A. I think we are here- in those later times. If you go to some churches today, you might hear a passage of Scripture followed by a preacher telling you what he thinks; never referencing back the Scripture that he read from, followed by a whole lot of encouragement meant to make you to feel good about yourself.  
B. People are looking for a new way to do church. They are looking for a new way to know Christ. They are looking for a new way to make them feel good about being a Christian. 

C. The Bible tells us in the last days God has chosen to speak through his Son. It is His final Word. There are no new revelations. And you and I ought to want to know what He thinks. And He is going to tell us that we have long way to go to be the person God intends us to be.

D. I want to know what this Bible says. Now understand it is not always going to tell me that I am doing good. It will tell me exactly where I am. It is going to tell me the truth about me.

E. I want to know what the Holy Spirit that is living in me says. I don’t care to hear what I think about me because I can deceive myself.

F. Take a grade off your report if you are always searching for new revelations, new ways to make your Christian life exciting because you will probably end up in a spiritual ditch.

2. Take one letter away from your grade if you focus on and give power to rituals over relationship with Jesus.

Heb 13:9  …. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them. 

Heb 13:10  We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat. 

Heb 13:11  The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside the camp. 

Heb 13:12  And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood. 

A. We focus on rituals because we can see them. But here is the problem as we focus on the rituals it will not be long before we assign those rituals with some type of special power. We see the ritual as having a power of its own. And that is wrong because all power comes through Jesus Christ.
B. And we begin to believe that the ritual is the thing that does me good.  Here the people thought that eating of the ceremonial foods had some type of special power.  And the writer of Hebrews says that it does not do anything. There is no special power because you did the ritual.

C. Today, the church has basically three rituals. First, we do baby dedications. There is no power in that ritual. What we are acknowledging that God has that baby in the state of innocence now and the challenge for the parents is to prepare that child for when he or she comes to the age of accountability. There is nothing powerful about baby dedications. The power is in Jesus to allow the child to be innocent before Him.
D. We next have baptism. We tell you that it is an outward symbol of something that has happened in a person internally.  The power is in the internal change created by Jesus Christ. There is no power in the ritual of baptism. It does not have the power to change anything. Jesus Christ is the only one that has the power to change a heart.
E. And finally we have the Lord’s Supper. There is no magically power in taking communion. We take communion because He asked us to do it in remembrance of Him. 

F. If there is some ritual that you might doing and in your mind it has some power than subtract a letter from your grade.

3. Take one letter away from your grade if we are interested in fitting no matter what it cost us spiritually.

Heb 13:13  Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. 

Heb 13:14  For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come. 

A. I believe that we will compromise our spiritual doctrine in order to fit in.  That is just how we are.

B. Gal 2:11  When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 

Gal 2:12  Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 

Gal 2:13  The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 

C. What’s the problem?  Peter just wants to fit in and he is trying to fit in even at the cost of compromising his doctrine.

D. If you have tried to fit in and had to sacrifice something to do so, take off one letter grade.

4. Take one letter away from your grade if we avoid the hard spiritual work that we have been called to do.

Heb 13:15  Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that confess his name. 

Heb 13:16  And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

A. The hard work that the writer of  Hebrews is calling us to:

a. Speak out continually-  It is not so much what you do at the church house but what do you do in the world. 

b. Setup  when someone is in need.

B. If  you are not doing those two things then you need to make a letter away from your grade.

Conclusion:

What is your grade? I have a feeling that our Heavenly Father is not going to be satisfied with anything less than an “A”. 

This is only one half of this sermon the other half I plan to preach Wednesday night.
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