How to Bring Up Your Grade?

Hebrews 13: 8-16


Introduction
This past Sunday I asked you to grade your own spiritual report card.  The grading scale was determined by taking one letter grade away from each item in the sermon that you missed the mark on.  

If you missed none, you get an “A”. Miss one: you get a “B”. Miss two: you get a “C”. Miss three: you get a “D”. Miss four: you get an “F”.

And the four things that we graded about our life were:

1. Are you always looking for new and novel things to make your Christian life more exciting? Take one letter grade away if that is you.

2. Are you prone to get power to rituals? Take one letter grade away if that is you.

3. Are you interested in fitting in no matter the cost? Take one letter grade away if that is you.

4. Do you avoid the spiritual hard work of speaking about Jesus outside of church and do you do good when good is needed. Take one letter grade away if that is you.

After doing our grading many of us discovered that we need to bring our grades up.  So, the same passage of Scripture shows us what we need to do to bring our grade up.

 Let’s read the Scripture together.

Heb 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

Heb 13:9  Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them. 

Heb 13:10  We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat. 

Heb 13:11  The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside the camp. 

Heb 13:12  And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood. 

Heb 13:13  Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. 

Heb 13:14  For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come. 

Heb 13:15  Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that confess his name. 

Heb 13:16  And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased    

Body

1. In  order to combat the new and novel, master Scriptural truths and hide them in your heart.
Heb 13:9  Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings.
A. What happens to someone who has not mastered sound doctrine?

B. Eph 4:11  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 

Eph 4:12  to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 

Eph 4:13  until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Eph 4:14  Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 

C. Christians who have not mastered Scripture truths in their life are suspect to become victims of the new and novel.

D. How do you master the truths?

2Ti 2:15  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 

2. In order to combat giving power to rituals, always engage your mind in your Christian life.

Heb 13:9  … It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them. 

A. To believe that praying a certain way worked once and so you do your praying that way all the time is like disengaging your brain from the Christian life because your brain knows that God is not interested in the form but the heart.

Rom 12:2  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

B. What it is the pattern of the world? If it feels good then do it.  It is all about disengaging your brain and focusing on your emotions. But what does God say?  Engage you brain.
3. In order to combat fixing in at any cost, focus on the fact that God will vindicate you for being different.
Heb 13:12  And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood. 

Heb 13:13  Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore
Mar 13:13  All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.
A. God will make right every wrong you have suffered. So if I don’t fit in now is it a big deal? No!

4. In order to combat not speaking about Jesus outside of church or not doing good when we have the power to do so, you must just start doing it.
Heb 13:16  And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased    

Jas 2:26  As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

Conclusion

Will you may the commitment to bring your spiritual report up?
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