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Bala Chitto Baptist Church

April 25, 2010
                                                                                                           How to Make Sense of the Hurts in Your Life!

1 Samuel 1:1-28 

Introduction:

We all know the story of Job. Everything was going well in his life when suddenly his fortunes turned to misfortunes. And it is then, his wife tells him something very interesting. She says to Job, “Are you still hanging on to your integrity? Curse God and die.”

And her statement describes a lot of us. A lot of Christians think just like Job’s wife thinks. When things are going well in my Christian life, I am glad that I am a Christian and love everything about God, and love the brothers and sisters down at the church house; but let things turn around on me; let my fortunes turn to misfortune and I begin to question is Christianity worth all this. Why am I bothering to live differently than other people if troubles are still going to come into my life? (And to be honest, it is those times it does not feel great being a Christian.)
But, the only way for me to come up with the correct answer- an answer that is pleasing to God- is that I have got to be able to make sense of it when hurts come into my life. 
And so today, we begin our new series of “1 Samuel” by trying to make sense of the hurts that come into our lives after we become Christians. And let me tell you with certainty that troubles are going to come into your life.
If you have your Bible turn with me to 1 Samuel 1:1-28

1 Samuel 1:1-7 (NIV) 
1 There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 
2 He had two wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none. 
3 Year after year this man went up from his town to worship and sacrifice to the LORD Almighty at Shiloh, where Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were priests of the LORD. 
4 Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. 
5 But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the LORD had closed her womb. 
6 And because the LORD had closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her. 
7 This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the LORD, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat. 


Body:
1.  God will sometimes put us through difficult things because God has a bigger purpose for our life and these difficult things are needed to get to that bigger purpose. 
A. Think about this! There is someone (God) with the power to do something and He chooses to do nothing; it seems to make our situation even more unbearable unless we can accept what God does, He does, for a bigger purpose.
B. Think about Hannah-she could not have children- which in itself is a terrible burden for a woman to bear but add to that she has a rival which ridicules her to tears and add to that we know from the Scripture that God is the one who closed her womb. That is tough to handle; so why did God do it? The answer is: God had a bigger purpose and He needed Hannah to get to the point in her life where she was part of that purpose.
C. Now in verse 11 she makes a vow to God if only she could have a child, she will surrender him to the Lord for all the days of her life and no razor will ever be used on his head. Would she have made that vow if having children would have been no problem? The answer is no.
D. The answer had to be that she had to get to the point of desperation in her life so that if she could have a child she would dedicate him back to God. That child would be Samuel and God would use him in a great way. He would become a great prophet of Israel and he would lead the people and even rebuke kings.
E. I have to admit it is hard to see God’s big purpose in your life when you are the one in the middle of the troubles. I am not sure that Hannah saw God’s purpose but her pain caused her to do exactly what God wanted her to do- surrender her son to Him. But you know what- it may be just as difficult to see His purpose in our life in our troubles but it should not be as difficult to surrender to His will knowing He has a bigger purpose because we have seen it time after time in the Scriptures. It took Hanna year. Verse 7 says it happened year after year. How long is it going to take you to surrender? 

2.  I need to know in the midst of my troubles where I can go to get real comfort. Hannah discovered that there was only one place and it was with God and we need to discover that too.
1 Samuel 1:8-20 (NIV) 
8 Elkanah her husband would say to her, "Hannah, why are you weeping? Why don't you eat? Why are you downhearted? Don't I mean more to you than ten sons?" 
9 Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of the LORD's temple. 
10 In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the LORD. 
11 And she made a vow, saying, "O LORD Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant's misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head." 
12 As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 
13 Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk 
14 and said to her, "How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid of your wine." 
15 "Not so, my lord," Hannah replied, "I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the LORD. 
16 Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief." 
17 Eli answered, "Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him." 
18 She said, "May your servant find favor in your eyes." Then she went her way and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast. 
19 Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah lay with Hannah his wife, and the LORD remembered her. 
20 So in the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, "Because I asked the LORD for him." 

A. The first person who tries to offer her comfort is her husband who loves her deeply. We see that by his actions- he gives her a double portion of meat and we  are even  told in the Scriptures that he loves her. And look at his comments: there are three.
a. Why are you weeping? The person who loves her doesn’t understand her pain.

b. Why don’t you eat? The person who loves her is trying to tell her to get over it. But when we are experiencing the pain can we get over it so easily? Certainly the answer is “no”!
c. Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons? - Hannah probably thinking to herself at this point- do you really want me to answer that question?

d. The husband reveals that when someone is hurting- we don’t know the measure of their pain or and we are totally inadequate in knowing what to say.

B. The second person who tries to come to her is the spiritual man- the priest. Think with me- Hannah is in the temple, her lips are moving and no words are coming out. And what does the priest do – he assumes the worse about her- it does not cross his mind that she might be praying but instead he thinks most likely that  she is drunk. Is he being that sensitive man of God who is going to carry her through her pain? Don’t be surprised in your midst of pain that your minister or your church family don’t understand or know your level of pain.

C. I would hate to think that we don’t pray for people in this church like we should because we are callous and cold hearted. I would prefer to think that we don’t pray for people like we should because we don’t understand their pain.   If I knew your pain like you do, maybe I would be quicker drop to my knees and pray for you.

D.  The third person who comes to her is Yahweh- the Lord.  It says that she poured out her soul to the Lord.  First of all, we know He listened because a woman is not going to keep pouring out her soul if you keep interrupting her and secondly we see that He must have provided some comfort which the husband and priest could not because when she is finished talking with God, she got up and ate and her face was no longer downcast.
E. Isn’t that interesting? The person who we would say caused the trouble- the Lord closed her womb- is the one person who can truly comfort and minister to her. Even in the midst of the troubles that He allows in our life, He is still there ministering to us. That, my friends, tells us something about the goodness of God.
3. I need to remember God when I come out of my pain and I need to fulfill any promises I made to Him in the midst of my pain because those promises may be part of His bigger purpose.
1 Samuel 1:21-28 (NIV) 
21 When the man Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to the LORD and to fulfill his vow, 
22 Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, "After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him before the LORD, and he will live there always." 
23 "Do what seems best to you," Elkanah her husband told her. "Stay here until you have weaned him; only may the LORD make good his word." So the woman stayed at home and nursed her son until she had weaned him. 
24 After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. 
25 When they had slaughtered the bull, they brought the boy to Eli, 
26 and she said to him, "As surely as you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD. 
27 I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. 
28 So now I give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD." And he worshiped the LORD there. 

A. Hannah has received a Child from the Lord. It would have been so easy for her to forget the Lord now that she has received her child. I am sure that taking care of that young one had become a full time job. But she remembers the Lord.
B. I am also sure that she also probably came up with plenty of excuses why she should not honor her vow to give this child to the Lord. But she chooses to honor her vow; acknowledging God’s bigger plan.

C.  I wonder today, if in the midst your troubles you have made a vow or a promise to God. Have you kept it?  Or has God brought you out of your troubles and you kind of forget about Him?
D. Hannah’s promise was part of God’s bigger plan. She remembered Him and kept her promise.
Conclusion

Psalms 62:5-8 (NIV) 
5 Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him. 
6 He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 
7 My salvation and my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
8 Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge. Selah 

If you trying to make sense of your trouble or if you are trying to cope with your troubles without God, you are in for a difficult road.

Today make sense of your troubles through God; cope with your troubles. It is He alone that is my help and my refuge.

Let us pray. 
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