


Introduction
If I asked you this morning: “Are you normal or are you weird?” probably most of you would answer “I am normal.” Think about it: “What is it about a person that makes them normal or what is it about a person that makes them weird?”  And the answer is I am normal because I think and I act like most other people on this planet think and act. The weird people they think differently and they act differently from the normal people. They march to their own drum; they are the minority.
Well then, if you are a Christian just as I am a Christian, we have a problem. Listen to me as I read you a Scripture from Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV) 
8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 
9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

God is declaring to us that He thinks and acts differently from us.  He fits into our definition of “weird” not in an irreverent sense but in the sense that He is different from us.  He does not march to our beat. In other words, when I pray for something God might not answer my request like I would answer it because He is different from me. When I seek His direction He might not give me direction the way I would anticipate directions to be given. For example, if I stop to ask directions, I am hoping that the person will tell me the most direct path to my location. God’s directions might include a lot of circles, a lot of backwards before I get to my destination.

So, the question I have to ask myself: “Is how do I maintain my sanity when I don’t understand what God is doing in my life?”   Hopefully, our passage of Scripture will shed some light on that for us today because it gives us some instructions us about our God who thinks and acts differently from us.
If you have your Bibles turn with me to: 

1 Samuel 15:35 thru 16:14 (NIV) 
35 Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him. And the LORD was grieved that he had made Saul king over Israel. 
1 The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king." 
2 But Samuel said, "How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me." The LORD said, "Take a heifer with you and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' 
3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate." 
4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, "Do you come in peace?" 
5 Samuel replied, "Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me." Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Elias and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed stands here before the LORD." 
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, "The LORD has not chosen this one either." 
9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, "Nor has the LORD chosen this one." 
10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, "The LORD has not chosen these." 
11 So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" "There is still the youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the sheep." Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives." 
12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one." 
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah. 
14 Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD tormented him. 


Body:

1. Because God is different than me, I better not hold on too tightly to the plans I have made for my life.
1 Samuel 15:35- 16:1 (NIV) 
35 Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him. And the LORD was grieved that he had made Saul king over Israel. 
A. God has the power to change the plans or the life of any person in this room at a moment’s notice. So, the lesson for us, because God is different than us is: we had better not hold on too tightly to our plans; we had better not hold on too tightly to our life because in a moment God can change our life.

B. God had rejected Saul as King of Israel. Samuel for all the problems that he had with Saul obviously loved him and he wanted him to remain king of Israel.  He was mourning that Saul’s kingdom was going to take away from him by God. Picture it: Samuel’s plan was that things ought to remain just like they are. Let’s not change anything; I am happy with it just like it is! But God had a different plan and so God asked Samuel: “How long are you going to mourn?”

C. Samuel has never resisted the word of God until 1 Samuel 16:2 (NIV) but here he puts up a small fight here because God is changing what Samuel’s thought should be the plan- everything stays the same!   
2 But Samuel said, "How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me." The LORD said, "Take a heifer with you and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' 

D. But you see he was holding on too tightly to his plan and he didn’t want to go and anoint someone else king- that would conflict with the plan he had.  I wonder today, if you are holding on too tightly to your plans; I wonder if you are holding on too tightly to your life. Because God is different than us; we cannot hold on too tightly to our plans if we want to keep our spiritual sanity.
2. Because God is different than me, He acts in ways that sometimes don’t make sense to me. Therefore, I cannot assume that that if it appears illogical that it is not God at work in my life.
1 Samuel 16:11-12 (NIV) 
11 So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" "There is still the youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the sheep." Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives." 
12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one." 

A. As Christians we should never say: “that don’t make good sense; that cannot be from God.” Samuel goes to Jesse’ home and meets the first son and knows that he must be the one that God is going to anoint.  Seven sons in total pass before Samuel and none of them are king material. He asked Jesse if he had any more sons. Jesse says the youngest is in the field. They sent for him, his name is David; he is 16 years old at the time; and God says that he is the king. Samuel then anoints him. Can you imagine a 16 year old sworn in as President of these United States?  Nor can I imagine a 16 year old anointed as King of Israel?  But God can.

B. God can imagine a man by the name of Noah building an ark to save his family when there has been no rain on the earth to this point. God can imagine a man who killed an Egyptian and lived on the backside of a mountain as the person who could lead 6 million Jews out of Egypt. God can imagine fishermen by trade become disciples of Christ and start the church that we are part of today. God can imagine a man by the name of Paul whose occupation was going around killing Christian as the greatest evangelist in the first century church.    
C. This means that we cannot take anything off the table as possible with God’s involvement. This means late stage cancer can disappear as quickly as first stage cancer. This means that financial problems that are here today may not be here tomorrow. This means that the marriage that is struggling today may be on the right source tomorrow.

D. If you want to keep your sanity you got to be open to everything even the illogical because everything is possible with God.  Do you believe that?

3. Because God is different than me, His patience is extraordinary compared to my impatience. If I am to remain sane I got to learn to wait on God.
1 Samuel 16:12-14 (NIV) 
12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one." 
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah. 
14 Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD tormented him. 

A. Samuel anoints David king of Israel.  So I am expecting to see quickly the demise of Saul and the rise of David.  But I go through the remaining 15 chapters of the Book and Saul is still on the throne of Israel. I come to 2 Samuel Chapter 1 sure that David will be recognized as king but it is not until Chapter 5 that it occurs. Twenty one years from the time of Samuel’s anointing to David actually taking the throne. He was 16 when he was anointed by Saul and now he is 37 years old.  God was in no rush to put David on the throne.
B. Moses knew that God was going to use him to lead the people out of Egypt. Moses thought it was going to happen sooner than later. But God let Moses go to the back side of the mountain and spend 40 years over there before God called him to lead the people out of Egypt.

C. Abraham was called by God to be the father of a great nation. But he let Abraham and his wife Sarah wait approximately 25 years before God would bring about the miraculous birth of Isaac.

D. If you are in a rush for God to do something, you are not going to lose your sanity because God takes his time and does it when He wants.

Conclusion
It is natural to struggle in your Christian life because God is so different than us.  His plans are not plans; nothing is illogical with God; and God is very patient and we are not a patient people.

The only things that allows us to overcome those three obstacles is complete and total trust in God?

So, do you trust God today like you should?
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