What Does It Take to Live the Christian Life?

Romans 6:12-14


Introduction
Before Easter, we began looking at the relationship between death and sin. And because it is such a powerful section of Scripture, I don’t want drop our study simply because Easter is over.

Let me jog your memory what we have looked at so far.

1. Dead in Sin- Before you receive salvation; it is the condition of every man and woman because the wages of sin is death.

2. Died to Sin- At the cross a transformation occurred, justification happened, and the relationship between death and sin was severed. No longer does sin have the automatic consequence of sin because Jesus paid the ultimate price for sin. And if we accept what Christ has done for us, paid the penalty of sin, then death is no longer our problem.

3. Dead to Sin- Because our condition was helpless prior to the cross, and because we are thankful for what Christ has done, we live a certain way in our life- we try to stop sinning and live more for Christ.   

Now Paul gets practical and he says to us “let me tell you how you do it”. So let’s look at it.

Romans 6:12-14 (NIV) 
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 
13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 
14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 

Body:

1. Our life prior to having a relationship with Christ was one of self indulgence. Now replace that life with one of self denial.

Romans 6:12 (NIV) 
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 

A. Look at how Paul describes our life when we were dead in sin. It was a life of indulgence. Our bodies ruled our lives. We did what we want to do. We said what we wanted to say. It is all about making my body feel good.
Ephesians 4:17-22 (NIV) 
17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. 
18 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 
19 Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more. 
20 You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. 
21 Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 
22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 

B. But after you died to sin, that lifestyle ought to have changed. If not, you have to seriously ask yourself the question- “Am I truly a Christian?”
Galatians 5:16-21 (NIV) 
16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 
17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 
19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 
20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 
21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

C. You see it is no longer about self indulgence any longer; instead it is about self denial.

D. Here is the problem with the modern church today, it wants to tell you to accept Christ as your Savior and you have everything you want in this life. You can indulge yourself in this life.  However, that philosophy is not backed up by Scripture. Jesus says pick up your cross and follow me. That doesn’t sound like indulgence to me.

2. Get busy doing God’s agenda in your life or you will find yourself giving in to sin.
Romans 6:13 (NIV) 
13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 

A. You don’t have to intentionally wake up this morning and say to yourself- “I am going to sin today.”  But if you want to live for God today you have to wake up and intentionally say to yourself- “Today, I am going to live for God” and throughout the day you have to keep checking yourself to see that you are doing just that.
B. Let me give you a Biblical example when someone does not do God’s agenda and how easily sin will find you.

2 Samuel 11:1-5 (NIV) 
1 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 
2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 
3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, "Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" 
4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) Then she went back home. 
5 The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, "I am pregnant." 

C. Remember God has told us that David is a man of war. It is springtime, the time kings go to work, the king’s men have gone to war but the King  David is sitting at home and sin finds him out because he wasn’t busy doing God’s agenda.

D. Your momma had an expression “idle hands are the devil’s workshop”. Jerome in the 5th century said it this way “Do something good so the devil will find you busy.”

3. Know that because of Christ finished work, sin’s power over me has been broken.
Romans 6:14 (NIV) 
14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 

A. I can not break sin’s power over me; but Jesus can. And He desires to do so by working through me. Do I have to do something? Yes! We have talked about what you have to do- I can’t give in to self indulgence and I have to intentionally choose to live for God today. And if I do those things I open the door for God to work in my life. And the result is that I can be living the Christian life the way it should be lived.
Philippians 2:13 (NIV) 
13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 

Let us pray!
	8
	Dr. Dave M. Hartson



