How to Live Your New Life

Romans 6:4-11


Introduction
Last Wednesday we saw the three relationships between death & sin. Prior to our accepting the finished work of Christ on the cross- we are dead in our sin and subject to the penalty of death. When we accepted Christ as Savior, we die to sin and the relationship between sin and death is severed. We still sin but the penalty is not death because Christ paid the penalty. And then we are to count ourselves death to sin. In other words, after I have accepted Christ as my Savior there ought to be a different way that I live.

And that is where we want to go tonight: how do we count ourselves death to sin. How do we live differently then the way that we use to live?

Rom 6:4  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

Rom 6:5  If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 

Rom 6:6  For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—

Rom 6:7  because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 

Rom 6:8  Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 

Rom 6:9  For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 

Rom 6:10  The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

Rom 6:11  In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Body
1. LIVE YOUR LIFE WITH THE ANTICIPATION THAT YOU WILL ONE DAY HAVE A REMADE BODY. IT WILL BE THE DAY THAT THE WARRING BETWEEN YOUR BODY AND YOUR SPIRIT WILL CEASE.
Rom 6:5  If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 

Rom 6:6  For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—

A. We want to think that we are getting a new body but we are getting a remade body- a perfect remade body. Think with me for a second- if Jesus received a new body at his resurrection then the old body would have still been in the tomb.  The authorities could have claimed that He never rose from the grave. But the body Jesus came out of the tomb with was a glorified body made from his earthly body that people could see and recognize.

B. We talk about the rapture of the church and in the rapture the dead in Christ shall rise. In other words, God is going to use that body to form our new glorified body.  If not, then there is no need to take those bodies from the tomb.
1Th 4:13  Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 

1Th 4:14  We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 

1Th 4:15  According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 

1Th 4:16  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

1Th 4:17  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

1Th 4:18  Therefore encourage each other with these words. 

C. Why is this thinking about the  remade body so important for living the Christian life? Because if you can not see an end to the fighting you would want to give up. 
Mar 14:38  Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."
2. I HAVE GOT TO BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS LIVING WITH ME EVEN WHEN THE SITUATION I FIND MYSELF IN SAYS THAT HE IS NOT.

Rom 6:8  Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 

A. One day the devil will be banished forever – thrown into the lake of fire for all eternity.

B. Until that time I need to know without a shadow of doubt that Christ is living within me. Why? I can not defeat the devil on my own but the Bible tells me that greater is He that is in me than He that is in the world.

C. How will I live the Christian life if I think I am traveling it all alone?

3. CONFIDENCE IN WHERE I AM HEADED SHOULD MAKE IT EASIER FOR ME TO LIVE MY NEW LIFE.

Rom 6:9  For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 

A. I don’t need to get everything out of this life because there is a life beyond this life.

B. I don’t need to get even with someone in this life because there is a life beyond this where Jesus will settle the score.

C. I can say “no” to certain things because there is something better beyond this place.

4. Begin thinking   

Rom 6:11  In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

1Co 2:16  "For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ. 
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