How Does God Get His Message to Us

Exodus 19: 1 -25


Introduction:
I remember growing up hearing it said about the postal service that "Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds". In other words, no matter what obstacles they encounter they will find a way to get the mail through to us.

I tell you this story because Chapter 19 of Exodus reminds me of the postal service- but it is God’s postal service. When God has a message for us; He finds a way to get it to us. So tonight, I want us to discover as we look at Chapter 19 how God gets his message to us.  

Body

1. There are times that God will give Me His message through some type of sign that I will recognize as having come from God.

Exodus 3:12 (NIV) 
12 And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain." 

A. When Moses began climbing Mount Sinai, I am sure he is remembering what God told him the first time he met with God on this very mountain. And with every step He is telling himself, He is God; He did what He promised He would do; I need to put my total confidence in Him. 

B. Is that the only time that God used signs to talk to His people. Certainly not, every miracle is a sign that can use to talk with people. God can use a death to talk to people. My brother in law got saved at my sister in law’s funeral.

C. And then in the New Testament, we know that the Magi followed the star to where Jesus was born. And remember the shepherds saw the glory of the Lord fill the sky.

D. Yes, God still talks to His people through signs.  

2. There are times that God will give me His message through one his preachers.

Exodus 19:3-6 (NIV) 
3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, "This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 
4 'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 
5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 
6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites." 

A. God send Moses back down the mountain with a message that He has for the children of Israel.

B. It is so interesting to when somebody tells me what they get out of one of my sermons and it seems to me that it had nothing to do with what I was preaching about. But I know that God took what I was preaching and applied it directly to their situation. In that case, God used me to get His message across.

C.  In my ministry God has used some of you as my congregation to get his message across to me. You may not have even recognized that God was using you but something you said touched my heart.
3. There are times that God will give me His message in the midst of a large crowd and sometimes He will give His message when He and I are alone.
Exodus 19:19-22 (NIV) 
19 and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. 
20 The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up 
21 and the LORD said to him, "Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the LORD and many of them perish. 
22 Even the priests, who approach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the LORD will break out against them." 

A. This evening in this Bible study with these people here God may choose to speak to you. That is why we have an invitation time in our church but this is not the only place that God can speak to you. There will be times that God wants to speak with you in those moments when no one else but you and God are around.

B. In Vs 19, God speaks to Moses in the midst of the Israelites but in vs. 20 God called Moses to the mountain to speak with him one on one.

4. Sometimes God’s message to me is a test for me to see just how faithful that I am to Him.

Exodus 19:20-21 (NIV) 
20 The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up 
21 and the LORD said to him, "Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the LORD and many of them perish. 

A. Moses is about an 80 year old man at this time. And Mount Sinai is about 7500 feet to the top of the mountain and God calls Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses makes his way up the mountain and God’s first words are –“go down” 7500 feet down.
B. If I am Moses I am thinking couldn’t you have told me that while I was on the ground? But remember God has shown Himself to Moses as God by bringing the Israelites back to this mountain and so now God is testing Moses.

C. You are never too old to be tested by God. And you are never too mature in your Christian life not to be tested.

5. Sometimes we don’t hear God’s message because we are too busy telling God how things ought to be handled.  
Exodus 19:21-23 (NIV) 
21 and the LORD said to him, "Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the LORD and many of them perish. 
22 Even the priests, who approach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the LORD will break out against them." 
23 Moses said to the LORD, "The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, 'Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.'" 

A. God knew what was going on down below with the people; but Moses thought he knew what was going on down the mountain with the people.

B. It is interesting that we want to argue what we think we know with a God who knows everything.

C. The main reason that we argue with God is because things are not going our way.

D. Moses is arguing with God because He did not want to go down that mountain and come back up again. Prior to this point, he has already one complete trip up and down the mountain. And now this will be the second trip and then he has to come back up with Aaron. He will be starting third trip up the mountain. 

6. Sometimes God has to wait for me to be ready to receive the message that He really wants to give me. 

Exodus 19:24-25 (NIV) 
24 The LORD replied, "Go down and bring Aaron up with you. But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the LORD, or he will break out against them." 
25 So Moses went down to the people and told them. 

A. Moses did it. He went down for the second time and comes back up with Aaron for his third trip.

B. Now God is ready to give Him the message that He had for him. And so chapter 20 begins with God giving him the Ten Commandments.

C.  God had to wait on Moses’ obedience before he gave Him the Ten Commandments.

D. I wonder today if God has a message for you that is being delayed because of your lack of obedience.

Conclusion

God desires to get His message to your heart. Are you listening?
Dr. Dave M. Hartson
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