How Do I Treat God?

Hosea 11:1-4


Introduction
My Bible tells me that as a Child of God that I am treated well by my Heavenly Father. My Bible tells me:
I am redeemed.

I have eternal life.

I am not condemned.

I am free.

I am loved.

I am blessed.

I am raised up.

I am rich in every spiritual blessing.

Oh, yes, God treats me well; God treats his children well.  But then, I have to ask myself the question, “How do I treat God in return?”
In chapter 11, Hosea gives us a picture of how God loved the Israelites but yet their response was anything but loving back.

Does that happen today? I believe that it does. It happens when a parent loves his child and wants the very best for his child but he or she ignores their parent’s wishes.

It happens when one mate loves his or her spouse but the spouse does not return the love because they think that they have found someone else that they love more.

It happens when one friend can keep the deep darkest secrets of the other but when it comes time to reciprocate the other friend shares those secrets with the world. 

Yes, one of the saddest things about us is that there are times that we can be loved and we just don’t love back.  And as terrible as that sounds, I think it is even more horrible when God shows us love and we don’t show it back.

So, today as we examine the Scripture I want you to examine your heart. Have there been times that God has shown me love and I did not show love back to Him?

Turn with me in your Bible to:

Hosea 11:1-4 (NIV) 
1 "When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 
2 But the more I called Israel, the further they went from me. They sacrificed to the Baals and they burned incense to images. 
3 It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; but they did not realize it was I who healed them. 
4 I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from their neck and bent down to feed them. 

Body:
1. Are there times that I pushed God away from me even as He is trying to love on me?

Hosea 11:2 (NIV) 
2 But the more I called Israel, the further they went from me... 
A. I can remember as a teenager my mother trying to kiss me in public and I would push her away thinking it wasn’t cool for her to do that in public. It reminds me of the same thing that we do with God. 

B. You are saying, I don’t do that Bro. Dave. Let me tell you when you do. When you pray to God telling Him all the things that you need answered but when you are finished giving God your wish list, you don’t take the time to listen to Him and what He has to tell you.

C. How about when God forgives you but you are unwilling to forgive someone else? Aren’t you pushing God’s love away even as He is loving on you?
D. You thank God for sending so and so across your path so that you could get saved but when God sends you to someone else you tell God that I can not do it.

E. The truth is that there are many times God is loving on me but I am pushing Him away by my response.

2. Are there times when I had to choose between God and the golden calf and the golden calf won.
Hosea 11:2 (NIV) 
2 … They sacrificed to the Baals and they burned incense to images. 

A. It is Sunday morning and you don’t have to go to work but you got some things on your desk you want to finish up before Monday morning.  You decide to go into work rather than going to church.  You just chose the golden calf over God.

B. Friends stopped in for the holiday Saturday night and it got late and foggy so they spent the night. The next morning instead of inviting your friends to church with you; you stayed home with them. You have just chosen the golden calf. 

C. When I decide to buy something that I really wanted so I used the money that would have been my tithe money; I just chose my golden calf over God.

D. The truth is that we chose many times the golden calf over God. The truth be told: We really don’t treat God well when it comes to our golden calves.

3. Are there times that I give credit to someone else for what God has done in my life.
Hosea 11:3 (NIV) 
3 It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; but they did not realize it was I who healed them. 

A. We guys are generally the providers for our families. We pride ourselves on being the provider. So the question is: Do we give credit to God for allowing us to be the  providers because He is ultimately the one who provides.
B. We have cancer and the cancer shrinks. Do we give credit to the doctor for shrinking the cancer or do we give credit to God as the Great Physician.

C. I have a great job which I love a lot. Do I credit myself for being at the right place at the right time to land the job or do I credit God for giving me the great job. 

D. I avoid an auto accident by just a few seconds. And then I remember I had to run inside and get something I forgot which took just a few seconds and possible caused me not to be part of the accident. Do I credit it to my good fortune or do I credit God with protecting me.

E. I am afraid that God does a lot more in my life than I credit Him with.

4. Do I truly understand how much better my life is with Christ than without Him?
Hosea 11:4 (NIV) 
4 I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from their neck and bent down to feed them. 

A. My life has problems and I am a Christian but I realize how much better my life is with Christ than without him.
B. Without Him, Anne and I may still not be married because I realize that God is the glue that keeps our marriage together.

C. Without Him, I probably would be an alcoholic because I was heading that way before I met Christ. And now because I know Him I am free of any desire to drink alcohol.

D. Without Him, I probably would have been a tough business who cared more about the dollar than people. Because I know Christ I am glad to say that I care more about people.

E. Do you truly understand how much better off you are with Christ in your life?

Conclusion

This Thursday is New Years Day- a day we are glad to see come because it is a time to start over. It is a time to make New Year Resolutions. I am going to ask you to make only one this year and that is to attempt to put God first.  I believe if you make that your New Year’s Resolution that everything else will fall into place. I have Scripture to prove that Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 
33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
How do I begin to put God first: I think it begins at  an altar putting all the junk of the past behind you- the anger, the bitterness, the unforgiveness, the hard heartedness. 

Will you come, clean up and take on the Resolution to put God first this year. 
Dr. Dave M. Hartson
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