Home Sick

Revelation 22:1-5

The Introduction:
I can easily imagine a soldier serving a tour of duty in Iraq or Afghanistan being a little bit “Home Sick”. I can appreciate how they must look forward to each mail call because maybe this mail call will contain a message or a care package from home.

I can understand how a missionary send by God to a foreign land can not help but be a little “Home Sick”. The customs, the language, the diet of the people he is living with is so different from what he is use to at home. 

I can appreciate how a college student away from home and mom and dad for the first time can become “Home Sick”. Oh, there is a part of that student that likes his or her new found independence but at the same time there is a part that misses home.

I give you these three examples of being “Home Sick” because I got to be honest with you as I began to study today’s passage of Scripture for this sermon, I got “Home Sick.” You see heaven is not my destination; it is not just the place where I will go when I die, it is my home now. Paul tells me that my citizenship is in heaven and where your citizenship is; there is your home.

And so when John in the final chapter of Revelations begins to talk about what will be in heaven; he is talking about my home and I got to tell you that I am a little “Home Sick”. Look with me as John sends us this note about home.
Revelation 22:1-5 (NIV) 
1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 
2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 
3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 
4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 
5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 

I am not home,  yet,  but I am so thankful today for this church because it is like that care package the soldier receives from home;  it is like that love gift send to the  missionary from his home church just reminding him that they are think about him; it is like that call to the college student from mom and dad telling him or her that you are loved by us. This church reminds me of home.
Church ought to be the next best thing to actually being in heaven.  And if we are going to be that type of place we need to look like heaven on earth. So, I want to share with you this morning some characteristics of a church that looks like heaven on earth.

 The Body 
1. The church that looks like heaven on earth receives its direction from God.
Revelation 22:1 (NIV) 
1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 

A. Make no mistake about it the person who gave direction to our home when I was growing up was the person who sat at the head of the table. It was my dad.  He was the final authority on everything.

B. When John paints the picture of heaven, He makes it clear that everything comes through God.  He is the final authority in heaven. 

C. Well, if the church is to be a little bit of heaven on earth, it does not need to be take its direction from the preacher, the deacon body, or a matriarch or patriarch who thinks they run the church. It needs to take its directions from God.  We need to be searching what God wants and God desires for this church.

D. And if we bring it down to the individual level, I don’t need to be the final authority on my own life.  In my own life, I need to find out what God wants; not what Dave wants. God desires to be the final authority in heaven, the church and in my life.

E. Make no mistake about it: God is the final authority in heaven; but have we given Him authority over this church; and have we given Him authority over our own life.

2. The church that looks like heaven on earth works at keeping itself pure.

Revelation 22:1 (NIV) 
1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 
2 down the middle of the great street of the city. 
A. Each year the US puts out a list of the top ten most polluted rivers in the US.  And this year’s list has our river, the Mississippi River as #1. And what is even worse is that this list names the states most involved in polluting the river. And guess what? MS is one of the most active polluters.    

B. We are not good keeping our rivers clean. But at home, The River of Life is clear as crystal. It is not dirty or polluted or has any trash along it banks. It is perfectly clear. It is beautiful. 

C. Well, I want to be part of a church that is working at trying to stay pure. There are too many polluted churches that look just like our rivers. 

D. What does it mean to stay pure?
Philippians 2:14-15 (NIV) 
14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 
15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 
E. I think that verse tells me that there are two things about a pure church. They get along with each other and when they don’t they fix it; and they guard holy living. It doesn’t become like the world; it stays separate and apart and different.
F. And I want that for my life; when I have a problem with someone I want to fix it: when someone has a problem with me, I want to fix it. And I want to keep my life pure. I don’t want to be polluted. I want to look like my home town river and not the MS River.
3. The church that looks like heaven on earth believes that God can and still does the supernatural.

Revelation 22:5 (NIV) 
5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 

A. I know God did the supernatural in times past because I have read my Old Testament. He has parted seas so the Israelites could cross over and then return the seas back to their banks to destroy their enemies. He has feed them with manna from heaven and given them water from a rock to drink. He has taken down walls of Jericho by simply having the people march around the walls and blow a trumpet. He has allowed the Israelites to be victorious in battles even when the odds were against them. God certainly did the supernatural in the Old Testament times.
B. God is certainly going to do the supernatural in Revelation times.  There will be no more night. There will be no more need for the sun because God Himself will light the city.  Stopping the night, lighting the city with His own person those are supernatural things. God will certainly do the supernatural in Revelation times.
C. And if God can do the supernatural in Old Testament and in times to come, God can do the supernatural and does do the supernatural now.
D. Listen, I would not belong to a church that does not believe that God can do the supernatural now. If I belong to that kind of church it would not remind me anything of home because at home God does supernatural things.

E. I am going to belong to a church that is miracle believing church; God can touch a life- He does it everyday in salvation; God can heal an illness; God can make a lame person walk again. That’s the kind of the church I am going to belong to.

F. And that is what I am going to believe in my own life. That God can heal me. God can heal my family. God can and does do miracles. After all, the miracles remind me of home.

4. The church that looks like heaven on earth has a serving spirit.

Revelation 22:3 (NIV) 
3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 

A. At home, we all are going to be serving the Lord. There is not going to be 10% of the people doing 90% of the work.  Everybody will have something to do to serve the Lord and what will be even greater is that there will be no complaining about doing it. Everybody will do it with a joyful heart.
B. I want to belong to a serving church until I get to heaven. I want to be part of a church where we try to help one another. I want to be part of a church that we are genuinely concerned about one another. I want to be part of a church where we really are concerned about the lost. I want to be a part of a church where everyone does their part.

C. I wonder today if I am doing my part. 
The Conclusion

I am not home yet. But while I am waiting to go home, I want to be at a church that reminds me of home. And while I am waiting to go home I want to life my life in such a way that it reminds me of home. You see I am Homesick for a place I have never been before.
Are you?
Dr. Dave M. Hartson
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