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August 16, 2009

Help Wanted
1. Introduction:
1.1. As summer came along, I noticed that we finally got into the recession that I have heard so much about on television and radio in recent months. There has been more business failures lately; companies slowing down and people being laid off or losing their jobs. There has been fewer help wanted ads in the paper and the help wanted signs on the door of businesses are pretty much gone. It has been a pretty tough summer for a lot of people who live in Pike County and the surrounding area.
1.2. But the writer of Hebrews tells us this morning there are two places that help wanted signs should be placed and never taken down. They are at my home and my church. And you are thinking what kind of help do I need at my home; what kind of help do we need down at the church? The writer of Hebrews is going to tell us exactly that today. If you have your Bibles turn with me to:                                                                                                                                      

Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV) 
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 
25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

2. Help wanted:  I need somebody who is going to challenge me to serve God like I should.
Hebrews 10:24 (NIV) 
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 

2.1.  There are a lot of Christians who just don’t have a whole lot of motivation toward spiritual things. They just do what they need to do to get by. In fact, statistics say that 70% of Christians are content with their spiritual life by just attending church (1) one time on Sunday. No picking up the Bible through the week and reading it; no praying to the Father unless a big problem arises- just one service one day per week.
2.2. And if that is the person you have picked as your friend to challenge you, do you think they will truly challenge you to move forward in your relationship with God or will you settle back with them?
2.3. The writer of Hebrews says you need someone to spur you on. And to be spurred is not something pleasant that I would want to happen to me. The word is used several times in the Bible and it used every other time in a negative context but here it is used in a positive way. And what he is saying is that you need some irritating Christian who will pester you into becoming a better Christian. You don’t need someone who will lower the standard but rather someone to push you to a higher standard.
2.4. The Apostle Paul was such an irritating Christian. He kept pushing, pushing and pushing. Let me give you three examples of his pushing:
1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV) 
58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
Romans 12:11 
11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 

 Philippians 1:9 (NIV) 
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 

2.5. So, let’s take a possible real world example. Let’s say some Christian says something and hurts your feelings. You talk with your friend who is not one of those pushing Christians and they might tell you that you have been doing that church thing for so many years and every so often someone hurts you. You just might need some time away to get yourself straight. You just need to back away a little bit; let someone else be committed.
2.6. And now if you went to Paul what would he tell you? Paul, would tell you so what; someone hurt your feeling get over it; and get back on course. There is no time to waste in your spiritual life feeling sorry for yourself. That may not be what you want to hear but that is what you need to hear.

2.7. Do you have that challenging Christian relationship in your life? Challenging doesn’t feel good but it moves me forward. And I need that challenging Christian.
3. Help wanted: I need someone to help me stay connected when I have a desire to be disconnected.

Hebrews 10:25 (NIV) 
25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching
3.1.  Isolation is the single most effective tool Satan has. We all should be familiar with the passage of Scripture in 1 Peter 5:8 that tells us that Satan is a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. 
3.2. Well, if you ever watched the National Geographical channel you see that the lion first isolates his potential victim from the herd and then once the victim is isolated he becomes an easy target to become the lion’s supper.
3.3.  Here is the basic principle: God congregates His people together; Satan desires to isolate the people of God from one another.

3.4. So think with me for a moment. If God’s Word says that we gather together then certainly one of my functions as pastor of this church is is to stir you to attendance. Now I can approach stirring you to attendance in one of two ways.
3.5. I can make you feel good about yourself. I can tell you that you are OK just like you are. I can tell you that there is nothing God desires you to change in your life. We as a fellowship can tell you we don’t require much of you only that you leave here happy and with a smile on your face. We tell you that we want this to be a place where you come to feel good all over. And thus we have the feel good churches. They are pretty successful and you always get what you come for- nothing but feeling good about yourself.
3.6. But look what the writer of Hebrews says: but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
3.7. And there we have the other approach- the challenging church. As the Day of the Lord (and if you were a Jew that is the most dreaded of days) comes I ought to be putting my best foot forward. You may have walked into the church thinking you are a pretty good Christian but as you leave you are thinking I still have a lot of work to do in areas of my life; and you desire to continue fellowshipping with other Christian because you may discover more areas needing work. And my motivation for fellowshipping is not feeling good about myself but work hard to please Jesus in my life.
3.8. And I believe that is the role of this church. It is to challenge you and stretch you even more. And therefore, I just like that friend, we talked about earlier, have to be a little irritating; I have to step on your toes; I have that be that pest that tells you that have to keep going when you feel like quitting; I have to challenge you to give up those things in your life that is destroying your Christian witness. I got to tell you husbands to love your wife as Christ loves the church; I got to tell wives see to it that you respect your husband. And I know that if I preach like that when I finally decide to let you out there will be Bar-b-que preacher for lunch and that is ok. 
4. If the jobs have been rightly filled then three things ought to be occurring in my life.  
a. My love for God and others ought to be abounding
b. My good deeds ought to be increasing.

c. And I ought to be faithful in my church attendance.

4.1 . If one of these things is not happening then you have one of two possible problems or both problems. You have the wrong person spurring you on. Or you have the wrong church you attending. And God is going to hold you accountable for those wrong choices.  
5 Conclusion
Our goal has to be become more like Jesus. We can not do it on our own. We need a strong accountability partner. We need a church that challenges us. Do you have those things in your life?
Let us pray!
	9
	Hebrews 10:24-25



