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Have You Earned the Right?

1John 2:12-14
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Billy Graham may not be as publicly visible as he once was, but he remains the most trusted spokesman for the Christian faith in the United States. No matter what denomination people belonged to Billy Graham is the Number 1 choice as the most trusted spokesman for the Christian faith. Barna Research Group then concluded that Billy Graham reached this pinnacle because of the longevity of his ministry without any type of scandalous activity which has destroyed so many other prominent ministries. In other words, he has earned the right to be that spokesman.
Now I want you to go back nearly two thousand years. Barna Research Group is not around. But if a survey was done as to who was the most trusted leader near the end of the first century the Apostle John would be hands down be the Number 1 choice as the most trusted spokesman for the Christian faith. He, just like Billy Graham, has the longevity of his ministry without any type of scandalous activity to give him that credibility. In other words, he has earned that right to be that spokesman.
In John’s epistle, He begins by telling us about Jesus. So far we have seen that Jesus can bring joy to our hearts. We have seen that Jesus forgives our sins. We have seen that Jesus is our Great Advocate in the heavenly court defending us to the Father when the devil accuses us.
Now John is about ready to tell the people how they need to live their lives because of the great works of Jesus. And before you can tell people what to do in their lives you have to earn that right. And John is going to take three verses of Scripture this morning to tell the people that he has earned the right to tell them what they need to do.
There are places in your own lives that you have to earn the right before you can tell people what to do. You have to earn the right to tell your spouse what he or she needs to do. You have to earn the right to tell your children what they need to do. You have to earn the right to tell your employees what they need to do. You have to earn the right to share the Gospel with an unbeliever.

Some of you are saying to yourself right this moment “I don’t believe this”. Because I am the husband I can demand respect from my wife. My response would be that you can demand respect mister but  that doesn’t mean that you are going to get it. 
Because you are the parents you can demand your children not to do something that you do. But just because you demand it doesn’t mean they are going to do it unless you have earned that right. And let me tell you if you are doing the very thing that you are telling them not to do then you haven’t earned that right.

The truth is I can tell anybody whatever I want to tell them. But I can tell you this I will never get the response that I want unless I have earned the right.  My question to you will be: have you earned the right ?

Turn in your Bibles to 1 John 2:12-14. 

1 John 2:12-14 (NKJV) 
12 I write to you, little children, Because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake. 
13 I write to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, Because you have overcome the wicked one. I write to you, little children, Because you have known the Father. 
14 I have written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, Because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, And you have overcome the wicked one. 

Body
1. The first ingredient to influence someone else’s life is time spent with them. 

1 John 2:12 (NKJV) 
12 I write to you, little children, Because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake. 

1 John 2:14 (NKJV) 
14 I have written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, Because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, And you have overcome the wicked one. 

 A. John earned the right to tell them what they needed to do because he was their pastor and not just someone passing through. John was not a newcomer. John is saying I have spent the time with you. I am writing you now but I have written you in the past. I have been with you. I have been with you at the birth of your children. I have been with you at the death of your loved ones. I have been with you through the changing seasons of your life. I have logged in the time with you.

B. Fathers, if you don’t log in time with your children don’t expect that you have earned the right to influence them.

C. Husbands, if you don’t spend time with your wife don’t expect her to be rushing around trying to show you respect.

C. Even our churches are influenced by the lack of longevity of our pastors. Our churches in this county are extremely weak and powerless and I believe the #1 reason is that a lot of pastors don’t log in the time to influence them. Just about the time that the pastor is ready to influence his people, he leaves the church.
2. The second ingredient to influence some else’s life is credibility or in other words being and acting like I say I am.
1 John 2:1 (NKJV) 
1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

A. In this Epistle John is being and acting like a pastor. He is concerned about his flock. By describing some as children, some as fathers and some as young men he is saying how I have been watching over my flock and I have seen how some have grown. And when he talks to them collectively he refers to them as his little children just like in the Scripture I just read you. John is saying that he is their pastor; he is acting like a pastor; he is given no one any reason to discount his credibility as their pastor.

B. There are some things that I can fake for a short period of time but eventually time will find me out. I can not hold it together for a long period of time. Have you ever noticed how a politician can talk and act one way before an election and after it be completely different. 
C.  The truth is over time you get to see the real me. And the question is; is that real me credible. Am I who I say I am? Am I telling you to do something that I don’t do myself? Do I talk one way and act a completely different way.
3. You put those two ingredients together (time and credibility) and you have permission to influence someone else’s life.
A. Some of us in this room want the preacher to talk to our children about the Lord  because we know in our heart that we don’t have the permission to influence our own children’s lives spiritually because one of those two elements is missing in our own life. Maybe we don’t spend time with our children talking with our children about the Lord like we should or worse yet maybe we are not the example to our children what a Christian should be.

B. Maybe today as a husband I don’t have the right to ask for my wife’s respect because maybe when she needed me the most I wasn’t there for her. Maybe today I don’t have the right to ask for my wife’s respect because when she was trying to tell me how she felt  I told her in not so many words that her feelings are not that important.

C. Maybe today I don’t have my fellow worker’s permission to tell him about Jesus because he has heard me more than once use profanity on the job; or he has heard me more than once tell an off colored joke. 
D. It takes the combination of time plus credibility to give permission to change someone’s life.
4. God called John to invest his time and his life in getting permission to change other peoples’ lives. Do you think God is not asking us to do the same thing?
2 Corinthians 5:20 (NKJV) 
20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 

A. God called you and me to be ambassadors. And what does an ambassador do? He represents the country that he came from to others.

B. We are citizens of heaven. We are ambassadors to this world. And John has just told you and me through the Holy Spirit the way to influence another’s life is time and credibility.

C. Are you investing your time in the right places? Are you the person you say you are? Are you real?
Conclusion
Mother, Father, Employer, Pastor, Deacon, Sunday School Teacher are all great titles but the title alone does not give you and permission to change peoples’ lives. 
Only when I invest my time; only when I am the real deal am I given permission to change someone else’s life.

Today, you may not be the father you need to be; today, you may not be the mother you need to be ; today you may not be the deacon or Sunday School teacher you need to be; or today you may not be the employer or employee you need to be.

That is why we have an altar and I invite you to come. Will you come?
Dr. Dave M. Hartson
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