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Introduction:
How long have you been looking? Has it been six months, a year a few years, or maybe all you life? You may be saying, Bro Dave I don’t know what you mean- “looking for what.” Whatever that thing is that will satisfy you. Whatever that thing is that will fill that void in your heart.
Some have tried to fill it that void with work but discovered that work is a tough task master. Some have tried to fill that void with human love to only have their love rejected. Some have tried to fill that void with alcohol or drugs only to discover that you have a greater emptiness than before you started using.
That’s why our passage of Scripture today is so intriguing to me; our main character in the story he finds what he has been seeking.  He finds what he has been looking for. And he does what he needs to do to secure what he has been seeking. And so if we look closely at this man we might discover how to get what is important to us. We might discover how to get what we have been seeking.
Matthew 13:45-46 (NIV) 
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 
46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 

Body:

1. If you want to find what you are seeking you got to know what is real from what is fake.
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 
A. The merchant- he knew the cheap pearls from the fine pearls. He knew the genuine pearls from the man made pearls. He knew what was real from what was fake.

B. I think this is where we as Christian run into trouble a lot of times. We can’t distinguish what is real from what is fake. We look at the passing pleasure of sin and think it is real only to later discover it was a fake. It is the grace of God that is real not sin.

C. We hold on to our anger against someone thinking that is the real thing only to later discover that we only have hurt ourselves. The real thing is to forgive those who have hurt you.  
D. We turn to alcohol and drugs thinking it is the real thing and they will ease the torment of our soul but later discovery they were just a fake. The real thing is to allow the peace of God to rule our hearts.
E. The merchant knew the fine pearls from the fake. Do you know the real things of this life from the fake?

2. If you want to find what you are seeking you got to be looking.

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 

A. In our passage of Scripture what was the merchant doing? He was looking. He wasn’t sitting behind his desk waiting for someone to walk in with a fine pearl. He wasn’t hanging around the house waiting for someone to call him and say, “yea, I heard you maybe looking for a fine pearl, I got one; are you interested?” No, the Scripture is very plain. He was out looking.
B. This too may be one of our biggest problems as Christians- we are not out looking. Today, there may be people dying and going to hell because we aren’t out looking for the lost. I believe that God is constantly gives us opportunities to share our faith but we aren’t out looking.  
C. Today, someone may be burden down with a load of cares but he or she hasn’t search the Scriptures to find out what God tells them to do with their burdens. They haven’t seen in the Scriptures with their own eyes that God wants to lift those burdens from them. They hurt deep in their heart but they have not been looking. 
D. Today, I may have a love one that I am deeply concerned about his health or his salvation but I have not bombarded the throne room of God with my prayers. What does that tell God? You are not looking to hard for His help.

E. The merchant was looking for what he was seeking. Are you looking for what you are seeking? 

3. If you want to find what you are seeking you need to discern what is good from what is the best.
46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 
A. This merchant has been looking and buying pearls probably for most of his life. During that time he probably has come across some very good pearls. But he was careful because he knew in his heart of hearts that there was one better out there. He wasn’t going to deplete all his assets because he wanted to be ready when he found the “one” to able to secure it for himself.
B. I believe that there is God’s permissive will for our life and I believe that there is God’s best will for our life. And we need to discern His permissive will from His best will and not settle for His permissive will but search out His best will.

C. There are some things that God allows us (in fact, the Bible says all things are lawful) but they are not the best things for us. For example, there may be some movies that God may allow you to watch but they are not the best movies for you to watch.     
D. As a preacher, there may be some places where God will allow you to serve Him but they may not be the best places for you. A preacher needs to be in God’s best place for them.
E. The merchant was able to discern the good from the best. Can you discern the good from the best? 
4.  If you want to find what you are seeking sometimes you have to give up something to get what you want.
46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 

A. The merchant sold everything to get the pearl of great value. He gave up everything he had for that one pearl. That’s how important that was to him.

B. How important is God’s forgiveness to you this morning? You say it is very important. Then the Bible makes it very clear that He forgives us as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Can you give up what you are holding against someone else so that you can experience the forgiveness of God? Can you give it up to get what you are seeking?
C. How important is the peace of God in your heart? You say it is very important. The Bible tells us not to be drunk with wine. Can you give up the alcohol and drugs and just allow the peace of God to rule your hearts?

D. How important is that family member’s salvation? You say it is very important. The Bible tells us if you seek God early you will Him. Can you give up an hour of sleep in the morning to go to God in prayer for that family member? 

5. Once you find what you are seeking the secret is to learn to hold on to it.

46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 

A. Our story ends with the merchant buying it. The story wants you to know that it was his pearl. It doesn’t tell us it was stolen on his way back home. It doesn’t tell us that he stopped off and sold it for a profit on the way back home. It leaves you and I thinking he paid the price it was his and he was going to hold on to it.

B. Today, if God gives you forgiveness hold on to it because it is yours. Today, if God gives you peace hold on it because it is yours. Today, if God gives you a word about your family member holding on to it because it is yours.

Conclusion:

Today, when you entered the church you should have been given a pearl. It is a fake. Now some of you may walk out of this building with that fake pearl still in your pocket.

But today, you don’t have to walk out of here with that fake pearl in your pocket. I am going to give you an opportunity to put that fake pearl on the altar and all your fake pearls on the altar. The fake pearl of bitterness, the fake pearl of resentment, the fake pearl of unforgiveness, the fake pearl of alcohol and drugs…  Whatever you call that fake pearl you carry around with you it needs to be placed on the altar.
And then I want you to talk with the Pearl of a Great Price. His name is Jesus. He is what is real and you need Him in your life as a Savior and you need Him to carry you through each day.

Let us Pray!
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