Have You Ever Done The Very Thing You said that You Would Never Do?
1 Samuel 28:3-20

Introduction

I have had to eat my words plenty of times and especially when I have said: “I will never do that...”

I remember telling my friends in Seminary “I will never move to Mississippi.” And here I am; Mississippi is now my home.

When I lost weight, I told Anne more times than I would like to count that I will never put that weight back on but sure enough I did.

The true is: from my own life experiences, I know there is always the danger of doing something that I never dreamt that I would ever do.

And the Bible even warns me about this same danger in the spiritual realm.                  Galatians 6:1 (NIV) 
1 Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 

 in our passage of Scripture, Saul tells us that he will never consult a medium or a spiritist; he felt so strongly about it that he expelled them from the country and those who remained he killed; but he finds himself doing the exact thing that he tells us he will never do.
Today, I want you to examine your heart. I want you to ask yourself is there something I have told God I will never do that I started doing; or is there something that I have told God I am will never stop doing that I have stopped doing?
Please stand as we read from God’s Word.

1 Samuel 28:3-11 (NIV) 
3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried him in his own town of Ramah. Saul had expelled the mediums and spiritists from the land. 
4 The Philistines assembled and came and set up camp at Shunem, while Saul gathered all the Israelites and set up camp at Gilboa. 
5 When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was afraid; terror filled his heart. 
6 He inquired of the LORD, but the LORD did not answer him by dreams or Urim or prophets. 
7 Saul then said to his attendants, "Find me a woman who is a medium, so I may go and inquire of her." "There is one in Endor," they said. 
8 So Saul disguised himself, putting on other clothes, and at night he and two men went to the woman. "Consult a spirit for me," he said, "and bring up for me the one I name." 
9 But the woman said to him, "Surely you know what Saul has done. He has cut off the mediums and spiritists from the land. Why have you set a trap for my life to bring about my death?" 
10 Saul swore to her by the LORD, "As surely as the LORD lives, you will not be punished for this." 11 Then the woman asked, "Whom shall I bring up for you?" "Bring up Samuel," he said.
I want to know how Saul got to this place.  And I want to know if I stopped doing what I told God I never would stop doing or if I started doing something I told God I will never do, how did I get to that place in my own life?  

Body
1. The road to doing what I never would do begins by not taking seriously the little things in my Christian life.
Psalm 139:23-24 (NIV) 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

A. Jesus, Himself, warned us that it is the little things that go unchecked that lead to doing the thing that you never thought you would do.  Take for example murder. None of us would consider that as something we would do but if you just let bitterness and anger and unforgiveness fester in your heart than you are more likely than you think able to commit murder.
B. You say that you would never commit adultery. But you let lust in your heart go unchecked and you are more likely than you think able to commit adultery.
C. You say you want to be a person of integrity but you just let dishonesty creep into a small portion of your life and it will not be long before your integrity will come into question.
D. In Saul’s case it was the smaller compromises along the way that lead to the biggest compromise of his life- consulting a witch. It was the compromise in Chapter 13 when he did not wait for Samuel but offered the sacrifice to the Lord on his own. In was the compromise of Chapter 15 when God told him to completely destroy the amalekites and Saul destroyed the people but let the king live. And now allowing the smaller compromises to go unchecked he is ready to commit the big compromise.
E. People don’t just quit coming to church one day. It has been a serious of small things that have gone unchecked that leads to that place.

F. People don’t wake up one morning and say that I am not going to pray anymore to God. It was a serious of small things along the way that when unchecked that lead to that place.

G. A husband or wife doesn’t wake up one morning and say the marriage is over. It has been a bunch of small things along the way that has gone uncorrected that has lead to that decision to call it quits. 
H. If you don’t want to regret doing something that you said you will never do, pay close attention to the small things of your life.
2. The road to doing what I never would do begins by allowing hypocrisy to have a place in my live.
1 Samuel 28:8-12 (NIV) 
8 So Saul disguised himself, putting on other clothes, and at night he and two men went to the woman. "Consult a spirit for me," he said, "and bring up for me the one I name." 
9 But the woman said to him, "Surely you know what Saul has done. He has cut off the mediums and spiritists from the land. Why have you set a trap for my life to bring about my death?" 
10 Saul swore to her by the LORD, "As surely as the LORD lives, you will not be punished for this." 
11 Then the woman asked, "Whom shall I bring up for you?" "Bring up Samuel," he said. 
12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out at the top of her voice and said to Saul, "Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!" 

A. It is easy to see hypocrisy in others; it is more difficult to see it in ourselves. Saul’s hypocrisy is obvious. He has driven out the mediums from the land. He doesn’t want anyone to deal with this ungodly practice and yet in His desperation he disguises himself and pretends to be someone other than the king and goes to the witch of Endora. It is obvious; he was anything but genuine. The rule applied to all Israel but it did not apply to him. Hypocrite!
B. You and I need to hold up a mirror to ourselves to see those times that we are anything but genuine. If I have to get out of the car on Sunday morning and plaster a smile on my face; I am not being genuine. If you are with a group of people and you have to downplay that you are a Christian in order to fit in then you are less than genuine. 

C. And if you don’t develop a hatred for hypocrisy in your life you are taking a big step toward something you said that you will never do in your life. If you are accepting hypocrisy in your life you are making it much easier to do what you said you will never do.

D. What area of your life are you less than genuine? Is it in your home life that you less than genuine? Is it in your work life that you are less than genuine? Is it in your church life that you are less than genuine? Is it with whom you hang out with that you are less than genuine?
E. Remember your neighbors and your friends say that they don’t come to church down here because there are a bunch of hypocrites down there. What area am I less than genuine in?

3. The road to doing what I never would do begins by allowing my mind to think that I am missing out on something.
1 Samuel 28:12-19 (NIV) 
12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out at the top of her voice and said to Saul, "Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!" 
13 The king said to her, "Don't be afraid. What do you see?" The woman said, "I see a spirit coming up out of the ground." 
14 "What does he look like?" he asked. "An old man wearing a robe is coming up," she said. Then Saul knew it was Samuel, and he bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 
15 Samuel said to Saul, "Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?" "I am in great distress," Saul said. "The Philistines are fighting against me, and God has turned away from me. He no longer answers me, either by prophets or by dreams. So I have called on you to tell me what to do." 
16 Samuel said, "Why do you consult me, now that the LORD has turned away from you and become your enemy? 
17 The LORD has done what he predicted through me. The LORD has torn the kingdom out of your hands and given it to one of your neighbors--to David. 
18 Because you did not obey the LORD or carry out his fierce wrath against the Amalekites, the LORD has done this to you today. 
19 The LORD will hand over both Israel and you to the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. The LORD will also hand over the army of Israel to the Philistines." 

A. Saul had attempted to inquire of the Lord by dreams, the Urim and the prophets. But God did not answer. And Saul thought to himself that I am missing out on something.  I know what I will do- I will inquire of  the great prophet Samuel who is now deceased.  So he goes to the medium; she is shocked when she called Samuel out of the grave and Samuel tells Saul that the Lord has told you everything you need to know. You did not obey the Lord and he has taken from you the kingdom and given it to David. He was basically telling Saul that the Lord was silent because he already told you what he was going to do.

B. Let me tell you: God is enough;  His Word is enough. And when you start thinking you are missing out on something because you are a follower of Christ and his word then you are in real danger  of doing what you never thought you would do.

C. If, for example, on Sunday you begin thinking that I miss out on something because while I am in church on Sunday I could be doing this and that; it will not be long before you start doing something you said you would never do- skip church. 
D. If God is enough you will make not a wrong choice; you will make the best choice. Think you are missing out on something being a Christian you will choice a wrong thing over the best ever time.

E. Saul thought the Lord was withholding something from him and he ended doing the thing that he said that he would never do.
Conclusion

You want to stay out of the ditches in your life that you can easily fall into  then:
1. Take Care of the small things in your life before you allow them to become big things.

2. Hold a mirror to your life and find the areas of hypocrisy and clean them out.

3. Don’t allow yourself to think you are missing out of something because you are a follower of Christ.

Let us Pray.
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