God’s Invitation to Us Part 5

Matthew 19:13-15

Dr. Dave M. Hartson


Introduction:
We have been studying the great invitations of the Bible. We have looked at four invitations in the Old Testament and I hope we will get a chance to look at an equal number in the New Testament.

Tonight, we are going to look at probably the most known invitation in the Bible but it is probably the most ignored passage when it comes to being preached on.  It is the invitation by Jesus to invite the children to Him. 

Let read it from:

Matthew 19:13-15 (NIV) 
13 Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them. 
14 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." 
15 When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there. 

So let’s see what we can discover about this passage.

 Body

1. The timing of the invitation follows Jesus’ discourse on marriage and divorce.

Matthew 19:8-9 (NIV) 
8 Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 
9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery." 

A. I think by the invitation following the discussion of marriage and divorce shows that Jesus is telling us that the ones who are usually hurt by divorce are the children.

B. Probably some of you in here are the victims of a divorce or you are grandparents raising grandchildren who are the victims of divorce. And you could easily testify the one who is hurt in the divorce is the child. 

2. The attitude of the disciples shows that we sometimes have it in our heads that Jesus’ time is too valuable to spend on some people and Jesus refuted that.
Matthew 19:13-14 (NIV) 
13 Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them. 
14 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." 

A. Even good Christian men and woman have in their minds that I don’t want to bother Jesus; He is much too busy than to be fooling with me and my petty problems. And that is simply not true and I am glad of that.
B. Everybody has an equal place in Jesus’ eyes. That means that the homeless man who cries out to Jesus will be heard just like the rich man who lives in a fine home will be heard if he calls out to Jesus.

C. That means on any given Sunday the prayer of Taylor is just as important as the prayer of Bro. Dave.

D. We have a difficult time understanding it but everyone is valuable to Jesus.

3. I think this passage of Scripture clearly teach us that it is the parent’s role to bring their children to that personal relationship with Jesus.

Matthew 19:13 (NIV) 
13 Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them. 

A. These little children did not run up to Jesus on their own. The Scripture is quite clear. “The children were brought to Jesus.” We know the disciples did not take them to Jesus because they were upset that they came to Jesus. We know it was not the church (Synagogue leaders) that would have brought them to Jesus because that would have been giving Jesus’ ministry credibility. So the only ones who could have taken them up to Jesus was the parents.

B. The church is to assist the parent but it is the parent’s responsibility to bring that child to Jesus.

C. Let me ask you a question. Do you think that divorce makes it easier or harder for the parents to bring a child to Jesus? I believe the obvious answer is harder.
4. My telling us that the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these; He teaches the church a valuable lesson. 
Matthew 19:14-15 (NIV) 
14 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." 
15 When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there. 

A. Let’s be honest. Children can be noisy; they require a lot of special attention; they need a whole lot of activities to be kept busy and the biggest thing is that they don’t contribute to the budget of the church. But if they are welcomed in the kingdom of heaven they need to be welcomed in the church.
B. Let’s take it a step further. Some adults can be noisy- should they be welcomed in the church? Some adults need a whole lot of special attention- should they be welcomed in the church? Some adults can not contribute to the budget of the church- should they be welcomed in the church? And the answer to all three is yes. 

C. Heaven is not going to be like us. Their will be people from every race, nation, church affiliation. It is going to be a hodgepodge of different people. Well, then the church should be a hodgepodge of different people. The only thing maybe that we have in common is that we both knew Jesus and we both have equal access to Jesus.

Conclusion:

God’s invitation to the children- it addresses the family unit; it attacks my wrong preconceived ideas; it places the responsibility of the child’s salvation upon the parents and it makes the church open its doors to everybody.

Let us pray!
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