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Introduction:
Tonight we continue our study of God’s invitations to us. We have already looked at God’s invitation to Noah to enter the ark; God’s invitation to us to be cleansed (although your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow); and we looked at God’s invitation to us to find contentment (Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!)

Tonight, we are going to look at God’s invitation to return back to him. Implied in tonight’s invitation is that there has been a time in our life when we were closer to God than we are now.

Let’s read the passage of Scripture:

Hosea 6:1-6 (NIV) 
1 "Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. 
2 After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence. 
3 Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth." 
4 "What can I do with you, Ephraim? What can I do with you, Judah? Your love is like the morning mist, like the early dew that disappears. 
5 Therefore I cut you in pieces with my prophets, I killed you with the words of my mouth; my judgments flashed like lightning upon you. 
6 For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. 
Do let’s discover what we can about God and ourselves as God invites us to return to Him.
 Body:

1. God has got some awesome powerful ways to get our attention when we are not paying attention to Him.

Hosea 6:1 (NIV) 
1 "Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. 

A. What is God willing to do to get our attention when He doesn’t have it? Whatever it takes! 
B. In this passage of Scripture it says that He has torn us to pieces and He has injured us. It is another way of saying that God sends personal storms into your life to get your attention.

C.  But God might even send storms into other people lives to get your attention. I am reminded of the sailors aboard the ship that Jonah sailed upon. They experienced the same storms that Jonah did. It said that the sailors were afraid but Jonah knew those storms were meant for him. But the sailors were affected by Jonah’s disobedience.

D. He might just expose your disobedience for everyone to see. Certainly, God exposed Jonah’s sin when he had to tell the captain and crew these storms were meant for me. God exposed David’s sin when God sent Nathan the prophet to confront David. God used Peter to expose the sins of Simon the Sorcerer in Acts. And God used the Apostle Paul to expose the hypocrisy of Peter as refused to eat with the Gentile Christians.

E. Remember, these are just a few of the ways. He can use anything and everything.

2. We may not always do it right or get it right but He wants us to acknowledge Him in all that we do.

Hosea 6:3 (NIV) 
3 Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth." 

A. Do I always do the right thing or do I always get it right what God is trying to tell me?  The answer is “no”. And that is not as important to God as that I acknowledge Him in that process.
B. You may have to make a decision concerning a job opportunity? God is not as concerned about where you take the job or not but what He is concerned about is did you seek Him out in the process. Was it your desire to really try to find out what God desired you to do or did you just do what you want to do?

C. Christians who make decisions about their life without ever consulting God is denying the Lord’s lordship over their lives.

3. Returning to God is not about ritual; it is about relationship.
Hosea 6:6 (NIV) 
6 For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. 
A. To show mercy involves relationships. For example, somebody might have hurt your feelings and rather than hurting their feelings in some way, you show them mercy. You don’t give them what they desire. It is about relationship.
B. To acknowledge God is about relationship. By acknowledging Him you are saying that His leadership is valuable in your life.
C. When we want to keep our distance from God, we deal in ritual rather than relationships.

4. When I truly return to God, there is a consistence about my relationship to God.

Hosea 6:4 (NIV) 
4 "What can I do with you, Ephraim? What can I do with you, Judah? Your love is like the morning mist, like the early dew that disappears. 
A. When I return to God it is not an on one minute and off the next. There is a consistency in my relationship that last over time.
Conclusion
I like what Max Lucado says about returning to God. If there were 1,000 steps between you and God, God will take 999 of them and leave the last one for you. God wants you to return, but you must take a step toward Him.
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