 God’s Love is…

Hosea 1: 1-11


The Introduction

Perhaps nothing is ever quite as painful as getting over your first love. It's not just any old break-up; it is your very first break up. You just knew you'd spend the rest of your lives together and now you find out that you were wrong. Now that it's over, you're scared to death you'll never find anyone to ever replace them. That’s first love. 
And then there is puppy love. It is the love or infatuation experienced by adolescents. They just know that they are in deeply in love with this guy or girl they just met but in a few weeks that guy or girl will be old news and they will have strong feelings for someone else. That’s puppy love.

Puppy love later on turns into romantic love as you grow a little older. It is the kind of love that makes your knees go weak or gives you butterflies in your stomach whenever you see the person. Your attraction is mostly physically and in fact we can probably say it is a lustful kind of love. That’s romantic love.
And then there is what I would call sincere love. It is the love that you believe will last you for a lifetime. There is a physical element to it but there is much more. There is a bonding of your inner being with their inner being and so your relationship is much deeper. That’s sincere love. 

And then there is God’s love. It is so different from any kind of love that we know. It is different no question about it; but God wants us to understand His love so He uses one of his prophets, Hosea, to illustrate His love to us. Let’s see what God teaches about His love.
Turn in your Bible to Hosea 1:1-11 … as we look at what God’s love is.
Hosea 1:1-11 (NIV) 
1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son of Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel: 
2 When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, "Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD." 
3 So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 
4 Then the LORD said to Hosea, "Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 
5 In that day I will break Israel's bow in the Valley of Jezreel." 
6 Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the LORD said to Hosea, "Call her Lo-Ruhamah, for I will no longer show love to the house of Israel, that I should at all forgive them. 
7 Yet I will show love to the house of Judah; and I will save them--not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen, but by the LORD their God." 
8 After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son. 
9 Then the LORD said, "Call him Lo-Ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not your God. 
10 "Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' they will be called 'sons of the living God.' 
11 The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, and they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel. 

The Body
1. God’s love is unreasonable and I should be so thankful.
Hosea 1:2 (NIV) 
2 When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, "Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD." 

A. It is unreasonable to think that God will tell one of his young prophets to go marry an adulterous woman but yet He does. Wouldn’t you think God would tell His prophet to find himself a good church going woman and marry her and not some harlot?

B. It is unreasonable to think that Jesus would leave the comforts of heaven to die for His enemies but yet the Bible says that while we were yet His enemies He died for us. 

C. It is unreasonable for Jesus to tell His Apostle Peter to forgive the same person for the same thing seventy times seven, but He does. I don’t know anyone in this room who would forgive the same person for the same thing seven times total much less seventy times seven.

D. I am so thankful today that God’s love is unreasonable. When I begin thinking that God’s cannot possible love me because of what I have been doing, I need to remember that God’s love is unreasonable.  He will love me in spite of what I have been doing. When I begin thinking everybody has deserted me and I feel all alone; I can be confident that God hasn’t left me because His love is unreasonable. And I am so thankful this morning. 
E. In fact, I would say today a good sign of maturity is knowing that I am not as good as I thought I was but I am more loved than I could ever imagined by God.

2. God’s love is confrontational and I should learn to follow His way.
Hosea 1:3-5 (NIV) 
3 So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 
4 Then the LORD said to Hosea, "Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 
5 In that day I will break Israel's bow in the Valley of Jezreel." 

A. I notice today that parents let their children get away with murder. Their child can mess up at school and instead of confronting the child the parents come to the school and confront the teacher. When I was growing up if I mess up in school, I got it at school but when I got home I got it worse. Today, parent’s love is not confrontational; but God’s love still is.

B. God does not let us slide. God tells Hosea you are taking upon yourself an unfaithful wife to love just like I have taken on me an unfaithful Israel to love. But God doesn’t overlook Israel’s fault; He tells them that they are an adulterous people. He confronts them.

C. And God confronts you and I. It tells us in Hebrews that whomever the Lord loves He disciplines. Make no mistake about it- God confronts His children’s problems and He disciplines His children.

D. You may be here right now thinking to yourself: “You don’t understand, Bro Dave I get away with a lot of things that I don’t get discipline for from God. God does not deal with me that hard. ” Well, here is the bad news: God may not be your Father because whoever the Lord loves He disciplines. You mess up He is going to discipline you. 
E. Why does God discipline me? Because His way in the best way and He desires that I get back on the right path. Remember, the Bible says that there is a way that seems right to man but that way is destruction. The only good path is God’s path.
3. God’s love is never beaten down by my disobedience and so I should be hopeful. 
Hosea 1:10-11 (NIV) 
10 "Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' they will be called 'sons of the living God.' 
11 The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, and they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel. 

A. I know parents today who because of child’s behavior have just about been beaten down. They have no more energy left to deal with the problem at hand or any other problems that might arise in the near future. They are about ready just to throw their hands up.
B. God is not pleased by my disobedience but God never gets beaten down by my problems. He is still as energized about me today as He was 500 of my problems ago. All my problem did not take away any of His energy to love me.

C. So that leaves me with a whole lot of hopefulness. Oh, Israel was a sinful bunch of people; they were disobedient often; but God still have as much energy directed toward Israel as when He took them out of the land of Egypt. Even today God sees a great day for Israel. He still sees a great day for Israel and He still sees a great day for you and me.
D. I am so hopeful about what my Christian life holds for me because God doesn’t get beaten down in His love for me by my wrong choices.
The Conclusion

Perhaps you are here today and you are thinking that it is too late for you because you have done too many things in your life to hurt God. He couldn’t possibly love me! 

Well, I am here to tell you that it is not too late and God still loves you.  In a moment I am going to lead you in a prayer but I only want you to pray it; if it expresses the desire of my heart. The prayer goes like this.  “Lord, I want to come back to you. Lord I want to come home. I have missed you. I will make the effort to live a holy life. I give myself today totally and completely to you. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen”.

If that expresses the desire of your heart I am going to repeat it again slowly and I am going to ask you to pray it out loud with me this time. 

If you prayed that pray and you want to make it public I am going to ask you come stand up here in the front. Those remaining in the pew I want you to remember these faces and I want you to pray for these people all week long.
Dr. Dave M. Hartson
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