Lost & Found Department #4

The Lost Son                                                              Luke 15:17-24

The Introduction
We come now the fourth in our series of God’s Lost and Found Department. Remember, the first sermon dealt with the lost sheep; the second one dealt with the lost coin and the third one dealt with lost man.

And we said some interesting things about how God’s Lost and Found Department deals with lost man.

1. It is only one of the possessions that can chose to wander away of his own free will;

2. It is the only one of the possessions that can be down right mean as he choose to wander away;

3. It is the only one of God’s possessions that God will wait patiently for and let the wandering run its full course. 
4. It is the only one of God’s possession that needs to hit bottom before he realizes his need to be found.

Tonight, we continue looking at the Prodigal Son and see what else he teaches us about God’s Lost and Found Department.

The Body

1. God’s Lost and Found Department will wait for me to see exactly where I am because that is the first step to getting somewhere else.

Luke 15:17 (NIV) 
17 "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 

A. I call a new doctor and make an appointment to see him. I ask the receptionist how do I get there and her question to me would be, “Where are you coming from?”  She knows she can not give me directions to the office until she knows where I am coming from.

B. The truth is before I can get somewhere else I need to know where I am coming from. The son finally realized that he came from his father’s house and his father’s servants had it better than him. He remembered where he came from. That my friends is the first step to getting somewhere else.
C. When sin takes you down a dark road and things look hopeless in your life, the first step to getting out of your mess is to remember where you came from.  You remember those days when you were genuinely happy being a Christian.
2. God’s Lost and Found Department will get you home but it will cost you a change of attitude.
Luke 15:18-19 (NIV) 
18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 
A. The son left with a prideful attitude.  He basically told his dad, I wish you were as dead- I want my inheritance and I want to move away from under your authority. Now, he is humbling himself by confessing that he has sinned against his father. Whereas before he rejected his father’s authority, he is willing now to accept the father’s authority to a greater level than ever before- treat me like one of your slaves.

B. If you are lost, God’ Lost and Found Department will get you home; but it is not going to be with the same attitude you left. In fact, I would say if your attitude hasn’t changed you won’t find your way home. Find your way home, your attitude has changed.
3. God’s Lost & Found Department reminds me the journey home might start out in fear but it will always end up in love.
Luke 15:20 (NIV) 
20 So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 
A. Those first few miles home had to be filled with apprehension.  He didn’t know what to expect when he got there. He might be totally rejected by the Father. He might be humiliated by the Father in front of the other son and all the slaves. He could even be put to death. There probably was a lot of fear in the heart of this young man. 
B.  But then the Father runs to greet him, throws his arms around him and gives to his lost son an immeasurable amount of love.

C. I can tell you from personal experience the first steps back to Jesus are always filled with fear but when I get back the fear is quickly replaced with God’s love for me.

4. God shows me that He takes seriously the work of His lost and found department seriously by celebrating the victories when what has been lost has been returned.
Luke 15:22-24 (NIV) 
22 "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 
24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 
A. Most people who work in a Lost and Found Department do so for the purpose of drawing a check. Finding something and get it to the rightful owner is all just part of the day’s work for which they get paid.

B. God’s lost and found department works at bringing the lost back home for the purpose of celebrating. 

C. The shepherd celebrated finding the sheep; the lady celebrated the coin being found. The father celebrated the son coming home.

D. God love for the work of His lost & found department work to end up in a celebration.

The Conclusion
Do you need to come home tonight? The first few steps might be tough; they might be filled with fear but when you get closer to the altar you are going to be overwhelmed by the love of God.
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