God Sets The Boundaries of the Promised Land

Numbers 34
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Introduction:
Israel has finished wandering in the wilderness for forty years, and is just about to cross over the Jordan into the Promised Land.

Moses had just finished reviewing with the people all the places that they had been over the past 40 years. 

Now at God’s direction he is going to set the boundary markers of the Promised Land.

Body:

1. Verse 2  Though the land on the East Side of the Jordan belonged to Israel in particular to the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh, God wants them to know without any uncertainty that this was not Promised Land.

Principle: Don’t settle for less than God has for you. The 2 ½ tribes might have settled for that land because it looked good to the eye but it still was not God’s best for them. Today, they don’t have that land.
Because the Promised Land was quite a bit bigger than what Israel settled in (the 2 ½ tribes stayed on the wrong side of the Jordan) it made it much easier for them to be conquered and their land taken from them. And today Israel is much smaller than what God gave them as Promised Land.

2. Verse 2 says it was an inheritance. Inheritance is not usually worked for; it is given to you; it is usually not earned. God says it is an inheritance. Although they might have to go into the land and conquer it by telling them it is an inheritance He was telling them that He would fight for them. They just have to show up.
Principle: In our life God will fight our battles for us but we do have to show up for the battle.

3. Verse 13 teaches me that if I don’t want something God has for me He does not force it upon me. The first time they came up to the Promised Land and they didn’t want to enter, God didn’t force them to go into the land. Instead they stayed where they were comfortable and died.
Now 2 ½ tribes don’t want to enter the Promise Land and so God does not force them to take their inheritance.

Principle: If I don’t want God’s grace in a situation He doesn’t give it to me. If I don’t want His mercy in a situation He doesn’t give it to me. If I don’t want God’s peace in a situation then He does not give it to me.

4. Two and half tribes are begging not to go into the Promised Land because they don’t have spiritual depth to know what they are missing. Moses is begging and pleading with God to go into the Promised Land because he has spiritual depth but can’t.

Principle: To whom much is given, much is required. Moses was given a lot of spiritual depth and so He should have known not to strike the rock.

5. Verses 16-17 The division of the land was a potentially an explosive issue.  So God took the two most godly and prominent leaders to direct the dividing up of the land.

Principle: God kept Joshua isolated from this issue because He didn’t need the backlash of the people complaining against him as He lead them into battle. Moses is nearing death and so they can’t complain against him. And Eleazar was God’s priest so they better not complain against him.

6. Here is a question to think about. By dividing up the land before they even step one foot into the land God was suggesting that they should appreciate what He has for them even before they get there. I wonder: “Do you appreciate heaven even before you get there?”

7. The 2 ½  tribes didn’t belong on the wrong side of the boundaries.  Those boundaries told the people exactly where they did not belong.  God sets boundaries in our life and they tell us where we shouldn’t go or what we shouldn’t do. But sometimes we find ourselves on the wrong side of the boundaries.
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