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God Confuses Me

Romans 11:33-36
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The older I get the more things I discover about life that confuse me.  Take for example the way we talk:
Suppose we have a bunch of odds and ends we need to get rid of and suppose we get rid of all but one of them what are we going to call it - and odd or an end?

Why do we call the place where professional fighters fight a boxing ring when it really is a boxing square?

How can a slim chance and a fat change mean there is very little chance but yet a slim person and fat person means opposite sides on the weight scale? 
Why do I try to get rid of fleas on my dogs so they won’t get in the house but yet I will go to a flea market to try to buy some things to bring home?
Confusing isn’t it? But that is not the only thing that confuses me. God, Himself, confuses me. I thought when I was a young Christian I had God all figured out. I thought I knew what He wanted of me and how He was going to act in a certain situation in my life and how He was always going to keep my family safe and protected. But now as an older Christian I realize that much of the time I am confused about what God is doing in my life.

Does God confuse you? Have you ever been sure that God told you something only to find out that you were wrong? Have you thought God had told you to tell someone something and they took your advice and the situation went from bad to worse?
I have. And so this morning I want to share some areas of my life that I struggle trying to figure what God wants to do in me and through me.  And I also want to share with you the main reason that I believe that I struggle with that confusion.

Turn in your Bibles to:

Romans 11:33-36 (NIV) 
33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 
34 "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" 
35 "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?" 
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

 Body:
1. God confuses me because His wisdom and knowledge is so beyond mine but often He doesn’t sit down and explain to me what He is doing in my life.
33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments…

A. I think about a teacher. He or she has more knowledge and wisdom hopefully than his or her students. What the teacher sets out to do is to impart that wisdom and knowledge to the students.

B. I think about God. He certainly has more wisdom and knowledge than I do. But there are times it seems that God is silent about his knowledge and wisdom in my life. Instead of trying to explain to me what He is doing in my life I hear nothing from God. Think about Moses, he had no idea that He was going to lead the Israelites through the desert for 40 years.
D. I also remember times in the Gospels when Jesus shared His wisdom and knowledge with the disciples but they had no idea as to what he was saying. It went over their heads.
C. And then there are other times that God tells me what He is going to do in my life but then He does not tell me when and so I am left waiting. Remember Abraham, God told him what He was going to do and that was to make him a father of a great nation. The only thing is that he didn’t tell him when and so he waited and waited and waited nearly 25 years for the birth of the promised son, Isaac.
D. What I have learned in my own journey is that sometimes it is easier just to trust and obey God rather than trying to figure out what He is doing or when He is doing it.
2. God confuses me because He tells me “let us reason together” but He often takes me down paths that make no sense to me.
(33)…and his paths beyond tracing out! 

A. Since God has told me to reason with Him; my thinking is that the best way to get from Point A to Point B is a straight line. Let’s take the direct route.

But I have learned that God takes me on the scenic route often. He takes me on routes that take much longer to get to my destination. There is a sense of mystery to the paths God has chosen for my life. I am left wondering why did God take me this way to where I am today.
B. I have also learned that God is in no hurry. Hurry is only a characteristic that I possess. God does not possess the characteristic of hurry. I am finite; I have a beginning and an end and I want to get where I am going before the end. 
C. God, on the other hand, is infinite- there is no need to hurry because He has no less days. He has the same number of days left as He did yesterday, last year, last century and so on.

D. And it is so easy for you and me as Christians to get frustrated because we are finite and God is infinite and so those two time tables clash.

E. The truth be told I have much rather have a God who is infinite rather than finite even though we would be on the same page because if God was finite He would be just like me and that is too small of a God to serve.
 
3. God confuses me because He makes me His friend by way of the cross but He doesn’t want my advice.

34 "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" 

A. I give my friends advice whether they like it or not. To me, that is part of friendship. I am sure over the years that Richard, Greg and Larry have heard plenty of advice from me whether they wanted it or not.

B. God tells me by way of the cross that He has made me His friend but He has never once asked me for my advice or has He ever accepted the advice I gave to him without His asking. I even try to sneak in some advice to Him during my prayer time but He catches it every time and He rejects it.
C. And that confuses me because God is my friend and I am use to giving my friends advice. You see, I struggle trying to find the places of balance in life but God doesn’t. He knows exactly how to maintain His friendship with me and at the same time maintain His Lordship in my life.  I, on the other hand, wrestle with God seeming too distant from me at times and at times I try to make too human our relationship and neglect His Deity.  And God never wants me to neglect His Deity.
4. God confuses me because He wants to work through me but He does not accept my personal efforts.
35 "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?" 

A. Paul describes the Christian journey as a race but it is not a race that I run ahead of God or is it a race where I run behind God rather it is a race where I run with God.

B. All throughout the Bible there are examples of people who did work for God but not with God and it was rejected. Adam and Eve in the Garden helped God out by making fig leaves for themselves to cover their nakedness but God rejected it and God killed an animal and provided a covering for them.

C. Abraham and Sarah attempted to help God out by having an heir through the servant Hagar but God rejected their effort. Instead, God was going to work through them to have a promised son, Isaac.  
D. One of my favorite passages of Scripture in found in Psalms. 

Psalms 127:1 (NIV) 
1 Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. 

E. And that confuses me because it is hard for me to understand what it means or what it takes for God to work through me. It would seem to me to be easier to work for God rather than God working through me.
5. God confuses me because He doesn’t need me to be fulfilled but yet my relationship with Him fulfills Him.
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 
A. God was complete without me. He did not need me in order to be fulfilled but yet somehow or another I fulfill Him and that confuses me.
B. The Bible tells me that Christ is the head of the church and we are His body. And that can mean only one thing, the body fulfills Christ.

C. In the Book of Revelation, I read about the marriage feast of the Lamb. At the marriage feast of the Lamb Christ takes His bride which is the church. That analogy of the marriage feast has to mean that somehow we fulfill Him although God does not need me to be fulfilled.

D. Confusing isn’t it. But here is the good news.
6. God confuses me and today and I am happy about that because it means that I have a God who is bigger than me.
A. Today, I celebrate my confusion about God because I know that my confusion exist because God is bigger than me. His ways are higher than mine. And his thoughts are higher than mine.
B. I honestly use to think that if I worked hard enough for God, studied my Bible diligently and prayed long enough that I could eventually figure God out. But I was wrong.

C. But what I have learned is that when I come into His presence a valid response on my part is confusion.

D. I don’ like to perform funerals they take a lot out of me and I certainly don’t like funerals that involve some type of tragedy. And I guess people come to the service to mourn with the ones left behind and possibly to hear how the preacher is going to explain what happens so it can make sense to us. But when I get in the presence of God to prepare those sermons a lot of time my response is exactly like yours- confused as to why it had to happen.

E. But I know this I am going to rejoice every time that I am confused because I know the One who is not confused and His name is Jesus. And I am glad that I am confused and He is not because that means that I serve a big God.

Let us Pray!
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