God Models Forgiveness

Deuteronomy 15


Introduction:
1. Cancel all debt (1-3)
a. Called Sabbatical Year or Year of release.

b. Any loan that was made was to be cancelled completely for a fellow Israelite. You did not have to cancel the debt of a foreigner.

c. It turns the greater obligation to the lender. Lending involved sacrifice on the part of the giver. You maybe lending with no sense of ever getting repaid by the borrower.

d. God gave his son without any sense of repaid by us.
e. The Biblical idea of forgiveness is the same as releasing a person from their debt.

2. God’s favor will follow (4-6)

a. Those who had to release debt had to take a real hit in financial terms. 

b. But look what God says: God will make up whatever you lost that you will consider yourself blessed.

c. Two promises as result of this system. (1) There does not have to be any poor in their land and Israel would be a lender to nations and not a borrower.

3. Lend to the poor (7-11)

a. First there is a warning. You may not withhold lending to a brother simply because it is getting close to the Sabbatical year and you know that you will have to release him from his debt on that Sabbatical year. That poor person can appeal to the Lord and you will be found guilty of sin. Or the Lord will see your generosity and reward you in everything you put your hand to.
b. God knows the loopholes that we will attempt even before we try to attempt them.

c. The tendency to be stingy is referred to as hard hearted and tightfisted. Instead we are told to be openhanded and lending to meet the total need.

4. Poor in the land

a. Verse 4 says that there will be no poor in the Land.

b. Verse 11 says that there will always be poor in the land.

c. Is God contradicting himself? No, between God’s plans and reality is something called obedience. 

5. Treat one who works for you in such a way that he wants to stay with you. (12-18)
a. Sometimes a person unable to pay debts would sell himself as a servant to the lender to pay the debt.

b. If he had to work 6 years on the 7th year he was to ne freed. When sent away do not send him empty handed. Give him some of flock, your threshing floor and winepress. 

c. If the slave does not want to leave, he may stay with you for life.

d. Setting the slave go, God will bless.

e. What runs this whole system is that God will never become my debtor. If I do what God wants me to do that God will never become my debtor.
6. Firstborn of the flock(19-23)

a. You were to set apart the first born to the Lord. Why? Israel was God’s firstborn.

b. Exodus 4:22 (NIV) 
22 Then say to Pharaoh, 'This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son, 

c. The first born was considered the best, and it was a reminder to all the nations that God has redeemed his first born
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