God Meets Real Needs

Numbers 35
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Introduction
The Israelites still have not entered the Promised Land but God has instructed Moses to divide up the land for when they do enter. As the land is divided up one tribe is obviously left out- the tribe of Levi. 

But there is good reason.

Numbers 18:20 (NIV) 
20 The LORD said to Aaron, "You will have no inheritance in their land, nor will you have any share among them; I am your share and your inheritance among the Israelites. 

And that is all fine and well and sounds real spiritual but how does that put a roof over our heads or give our livestock a place to graze? And so tonight we see a great attribute of God as He gets very practical.

Discussion

1. God meets more than spiritual needs; He also meets physical needs.

Verses 1-5
A.  We like to compartmentalize our life. Since God is spirit; He meets our spiritual needs. I worship God in church and it uplifts my spirit; but after I leave church I must go back into the physical world and God is not very interested in that realm. Wrong!
B. God is making sure that the Levites are provided for physically. God commanded each tribe to give cities to the Levites so they could be spread throughout the whole nation. 

C. They were also to be given land around the city suitable for grazing their animals. It extended out about a quarter of a mile outside the city in length and about a half mile wide in all 4 directions. That will tell us that the Levites have collected quite a few animals.
D. The Israelites haven’t even stepped a foot on their inheritance and God is already asking for them to voluntarily give some of it up.  Sometimes God will give you something and then ask you if you are willing to give it back to Him. Didn’t He do that with Abraham and Isaac?

E. The Levites haven’t yet got their cities to live in and God is going to take 6 of them as cities of refuge.
2. God expects our giving to be in proportion of our abundance.
1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV) 
2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 

A. It is the idea that to whom much is given; much is required that is carried through to the New Testament. It applies to finances but to our talent, to our gifts, whatever God has given you.
3. No matter how bad your situation you are never too far from God’s help.
Verses 9-15
1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV) 
2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 

A. Based upon Genesis 9:6 each extended family had one person who was the avenger who would ensure that if someone kicked their family member they likewise would be killed.

Genesis 9:6 (NIV) 
6 "Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man. 

B. These six cities of refuge were scattered on both sides of the Jordan so that no one was more than a day or two away from a city of refuge. You were always close to God’s help.

Joshua 20:4-9 (NIV) 
4 "When he flees to one of these cities, he is to stand in the entrance of the city gate and state his case before the elders of that city. Then they are to admit him into their city and give him a place to live with them. 
5 If the avenger of blood pursues him, they must not surrender the one accused, because he killed his neighbor unintentionally and without malice aforethought. 
6 He is to stay in that city until he has stood trial before the assembly and until the death of the high priest who is serving at that time. Then he may go back to his own home in the town from which he fled." 
7 So they set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali, Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of Judah. 
8 On the east side of the Jordan of Jericho they designated Bezer in the desert on the plateau in the tribe of Reuben, Ramoth in Gilead in the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan in the tribe of Manasseh. 
9 Any of the Israelites or any alien living among them who killed someone accidentally could flee to these designated cities and not be killed by the avenger of blood prior to standing trial before the assembly. 

C. Now that you know how this works it should take on special meeting when David says:
Psalms 34:8 (NIV) 
8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 

D. Since these six towns belong to the Levites they were to minister this system. God would be using in ministry those who were his chosen servants. The idea is that God is full of grace and mercy.
4. The ways to distinguish between murder and manslaughter.

VS 16-18

A. Use of deadly weapon –iron object, stone or wooden object.
Vs 20-21

B. Killing with a motive. If the person dies at your hand and it is found out that you hated that person’s guts.

Vs 22-28
C. Some cases are difficult to judge.  And so that is why God is the perfect judge. You would hear the story of the one accused and the story of the avenger. 
D. If it was found to be manslaughter you would stay in the city of refuge until the death of the high priest. But instead of a certain number of years to serve you had to wait until the death of the high priest.

E. It is a picture of the New Testament. The sins of the manslayer could not be forgiven until the death of the High Priest. Our sins could not be forgiven until the death of our High Priest.

F. If the manslayer left the city and the avenger finds him outside of the city  the avenger may kill him.

Vs 30-34
G. No one was to be put to death as a murderer based upon the testimony of one witness. It took two or more witnesses to convict of murder.

H. No way should a murderer buy his way out of his sentence. Nor should a person of manslaughter be able to buy his way out either.

I. Failure to put to death the murder pollutes the land.  And polluted land is cursed.

Isaiah 24:4-6 (NIV) 
4 The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers, the exalted of the earth languish. 
5 The earth is defiled by its people; they have disobeyed the laws, violated the statutes and broken the everlasting covenant. 
6 Therefore a curse consumes the earth; its people must bear their guilt. Therefore earth's inhabitants are burned up, and very few are left. 
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