God’s Invitations to Us

Genesis 7:1-7

Introduction:
The last Sunday I preached before the Revival began, I spoke to you about an invitation God gave us in Hebrews 4 to meet Him at the Throne of Grace where we will find mercy and grace available to us.

And as I was preparing that Sermon, it came to me that this is not the only place where God has issued an invitation to us. So, I began a search to discover those places where an invitation has been offered in an attempt to discover what I can learn about myself and God by His invitations. 

The first one I want us to look at tonight is found in Genesis 7:1-7.

Genesis 7:1-7 (NKJV) 
1 Then the Lord said to Noah, "Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation. 
2 You shall take with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his female; two each of animals that are unclean, a male and his female; 
3 also seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to keep the species alive on the face of all the earth. 
4 For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made." 
5 And Noah did according to all that the Lord commanded him. 
6 Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters were on the earth. 
7 So Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives, went into the ark because of the waters of the flood. 

In the first invitation, God invites Noah and his family to come into the Ark so that they might be saved from the flood waters God is about prepared to send upon the earth. So let’s see what we can gleam from this invitation.

Body

1. In Noah’s day, God’s invitation to Noah and his family to enter the Ark was the only hope that humanity had. Today, the only hope that humanity has is to accept God’s invitation of Jesus as Savior.
Genesis 7:1 (NKJV) 
1 Then the Lord said to Noah, "Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation. 

A. What would have happened to humanity if Noah and his family didn’t enter the ark? Humanity would have been wiped clean from the face of the earth. There would have been complete destruction of mankind.

B. But thankfully, for humanity sake Noah and his family accepted God’s invitation. Which brings me to this question: “Do we always accept God’s invitations?” Then why did he make the right choice.
2. Noah was receptive to God’s invitation because he walked with God prior to the invitation being offered.

Genesis 6:9 (NKJV) 
9 This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God. 

A. It is easier to accept God’s invitation to do something if you have already been walking with God. 

B. We discover in Genesis 6, Noah had already been walking with God. He had found favor in God’s eyes. He was a just man; he was blameless among the people of his day. He was preaching to the people.
C. If you haven’t been walking with God; and God tells you to do something you are going to put up excuses why you can’t do it. Walk with God and he tells you to do something then you are more likely to do it.
3. The Ark was not Noah’s idea; it was God’s.  And yet I am apt to tell God how I want something done in my life.
Genesis 6:14 (NKJV) 
14 "Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. 

A. If God had not spoken to Noah; if God had not come up with the idea of the Ark then Noah would have died in the flood too.

B. If God would not have come up with the idea of sending Jesus to die in my place then I would still be caught in all trespasses and sins.

C. God comes up with some great ideas. And yet knowing that we are still going to tell God how he needs to do something in our life. How absurd!

4. Sometimes an invitation might bring along some fear with it; but with God’s invitation to us there is never a cause for fear.

Genesis 7:16 (NKJV) 
16 So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord shut him in. 

A. If I built the ark, I got to wonder if I covered all the spots that could possibly leak. If I built the ark, I have to wonder if the door will start leaking after I shut it.  There was no way to test the boat to make sure it was sea worthy; to make sure that it didn’t leak. So when I accept the invitation to enter the ark I might have some fear of the invitation.

B. Except it was God’s invitation. And it was God who shut him in the boat. And if God’s shuts you in there is no way water getting in. God takes the fear out of His invitations. Noah was not safe because he was a master boat builder; he was safe because God shut him in.
Conclusion:

When God’s invitation to Noah came, Noah went. What have you done with God’s invitation?
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