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Introduction:

Can you remember when you were a young child, how Christmas time was such a special time of the year? It was a time in which those things that you really wanted seemed to appear under the Christmas tree on Christmas morning. It was a time when your dreams came true.

Then we all grew up and it seemed that it became harder and harder for dreams to come true. Many of us it seems have experienced disappointment more often then we have experienced our dreams coming true.
But then I open my Bible and find hope that dreams can come true. I look in Psalm 126 and God shows us that He can make our dreams come true. The Israelites had a dream of one day leaving Babylonian captivity and going back to their homeland.  They had been in captivity for 70 years and God fulfilled that dream. For those Israelites it was like being children all over again and seeing their dream come true. 
So I want to share with you today how God can make our dreams a reality.

Body:

1. There are some dreams that can only happen if God gets involved.
Psalm 126:1 (NIV)  

A song of ascents.

    When the Lord brought back the captives to Zion,

        we were like men who dreamed. 

A. The Israelites knew it was God that brought them out of their captivity and back to their homeland.  It was not the graciousness of the king of Babylon that set them free. It wasn’t that moaning and complaining that set them free. It was God and God alone that set them free.

B. There are some situations in our life that the only one that can take us from our disappointment and give us back our dream is God.

C. The person who is losing his or her family because of drugs or alcohol, the only one who can give them back their dream is God.

D. The person who is danger of losing everything (on the verge of bankruptcy) the only one that can give them back their dream is God.

E. Friday night Stacy’s trailer burned to the ground with everything in it. Thank God no one was hurt but the only one that can give her back her dream is God.

F. What dream is it in your life that the only way that it can happen is that God gets involved?

2. When God fulfills our dreams, our response needs to be joyous.

Psalm 126:2 (NIV)  

    Our mouths were filled with laughter,

        our tongues with songs of joy…

A. There are some Christians that God has done great things for and yet when you look at them they look like the sourest, maddest people in the world. You can never know they are Christian much less that God has done great things in their life because they have so little joy.

B. Some of you with young children, on Christmas morning you going to take out your camera and take pictures of the faces of your children. You are not taking pictures of the gifts primarily; you are taking pictures of how the children respond to the gifts.

C. Wouldn’t you be disappointment that instead of being happy and joyous, your child has a long sad face when they see what they have under the tree?

D. You know I think sometimes God is disappointed because He has done great things for us and yet we walk around with these long and sad faces. I wonder if He is thinking, “what do I need to do to make them smile?’
E. When God does great things, our response should be joyous.

3. I know God desires to fulfill my dreams because He wants others to brag about what He has done for me.
Psalm 126:2 (NIV)  

    …Then it was said among the nations,

        "The Lord has done great things for them." 

A. God delights in others bragging about what He has done for His people. It brings Him great pleasure when an unbeliever talks about how God has blessed His people. It brings God great joy when a pagan nation talks about what He has done for His people.

B. Because I know that God delights in others bragging on Him, I have confidence that will fulfill my dreams.
4. I need to constantly remind myself of the dream giver and the dreams He has fulfilled because there is a dream stealer.

Psalm 126:3 (NIV)  

    The Lord has done great things for us,

        and we are filled with joy.

A. Verse 3 in some ways repeats verse 1 and 2. It is like they are repeating themselves but with just a little bit different wording. Both sections described the Lord as the one who has fulfilled their dream and both sections say their response should be joy.

B. David knew that we must keep reminding ourselves of the one who has met my needs and how I should respond. Why? Because Satan is a dream stealer.

C. Satan will tell you that God didn’t do it? It was going to happen anyway. Or you were just in the right place at the right time. 

D. Satan will try to remind you about all the things that God has not done for you. He will tell you, “What’s the big deal?”

E. I need to constantly remind myself that God is the dream giver and Satan is the dream stealer.

5. As long as I have breath, it seems I will never run out of dreams.

Psalm 126:4 (NIV)  

    Restore our fortunes, O Lord,

        like streams in the Negev. 

A. Isn’t that interesting? They are still celebrating the last dream come true and now they voice another dream for God to work on.

B. It reminds me of a child at the amusement park. As soon as they get off a ride they like, they run to get in line again. No time to enjoy what they just experienced; they just right back in line.
C. Some Christians are just like that. God has done something great and instead of celebrating it they go get in line again.

6. Sometimes are fulfilled dreams are preceded by our tears of help.

Psalm 126:5 (NIV)  

    Those who sow in tears

        will reap with songs of joy. 

A. Sometimes are dreams are never fulfilled because we didn’t go to God enough to show Him how much we desired our dream to be fulfilled.

B. Some of us think we want something bad enough, but the number of times I have gone to God about it tells Him that I am not really that interested.
C. Some of the best pray that I see go up to God are the prays of a mother for their child; the prays of a wife for her husband; the prayers of a grandmother for her grandchild because all of them go up to God with tears.

7. Do all you can do to fulfill your dreams and then wait for God to do the rest.

Psalm 126:6 (NIV)  

    He who goes out weeping,

        carrying seed to sow,

    will return with songs of joy,

        carrying sheaves with him.
A. In the verse 7 the farmer did what he can do and then he had to wait for God to do what He needed to do.
B. Some of us have not done our part to make the dreams come dream. It may be staying away from the drug dealers in the community. It may be put down the credit card and not use. It may be put down that pack of cigarettes. It may be pray for that loved one like you never prayed before.

Conclusion:
I have dreams about what needs to happen in my life. God, He is a dream fulfilling business. Why don’t you meet with Him at the altar this morning and talk with Him about your dreams. Let’s begin today to replace those places of disappointment with places of dreams.  
