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Introduction:

I hear people say all the time: “I can’t wait to get to heaven so that I can ask God my list of questions.”

We all have those things that we want to know about our lives, or a family member’s life, or a close friend or about the world in general, and we think the only way we will discover those answers is to ask God on Judgment Day.

Well in our passage of Scripture today, God could possibly be answering five of your questions. In other words, after today’s sermon you might be able to reduce your list of questions by five.

Body:

1. Why do bad things happen to good people?
Vs 19 I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. I remember them and my soul is downcast within me. Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope.

A. God’s answer is: for you to see what road you will choose to travel on in this life.

B. When problems come into my life I can either choose the road of bitterness or the road of humility. We all know people who are bitter at God because of their problems and others that seem to flow with the punches.
C. When problems come into my life it would be very easy for me to resent God. After all, most of want to think if I am a Christian serving God that I shouldn’t have problems.

D. Or we can choose the road of humility.

2 Corinthians 12:7 And because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me--to keep me from exalting myself! [8] Concerning this I entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from me. [9] And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.
E. It is humility that keeps me open to God. God desires that we chose the road of humility but we pick which road we chose to travel.
2. Why do You put up with all my foolishness?
Vs 22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed.

A. Between life and death there is only a thin life that separates one from the other. 

B. I get into my car day after day but one day I don’t come up. A cancer patient goes to the doctor every 6 months for their check up, but one time he walks in to the room and says the cancer has returned and spread throughout your body and nothing more that I can do. There have been many successful space landings but one time something malfunctions and the crew never makes it home.   

C. God answer is: because of his great love we are here. Do you realize when I opened my eyes this morning it was only because of the love of God? When I made it home from work on Friday evening the only reason is the great love of God.

D. Each day I have here on earth I owe to the love of God. And no matter how bad things are in my life, if it was not for God they would be a whole lot worse.
3. How could I have known that I could have counted on You when I was in trouble?
Vs 23- for his compassions never fail.

A. So many people get into trouble and run everywhere but to God for help.

B. God’s answer is: you should have known because my compassions never fail. God is saying that I state my reputation on it. 
C. There has never been a time that God has not been there for you when you needed him.

D. I should be able to look back through my life to all the times that God has been there for me.

4. Why did you always seem to arrive on the scene at the last second to rescue me?
Vs 23 because they are new every morning.

A. God’s answer is: because I never wanted you to live on yesterday’s blessings. My blessings come with the day you face. And I will always give you more than you need on the day you need it.
B. I have told you before, as pastor, I pray that I pray each day for our church family’s health because I don’t think today I can preach the funeral of any of you here. But what I do know is the day that time comes, God will give me the blessings necessary to do it.

C. That tells me that God is never late in blessing me but neither is He early.

5. Why did I have to spend so much of my Christian life waiting for you?

Vs 24- I said to myself, The Lord is my portion.
A. You wait for God to answer that prayer. You wait for God to bring that job around you need. You wait for God to give you a direction. So much of the Christian life is waiting.

B. God’s answer is: because I am worth waiting for.

C. The first girl I ever dated was Peggy Chaplain. When I arrived at her house to pick her up at 7:00 p,m,  she would always make me wait a half hour before she would come downstairs. And during that time I had to sit and talk with her parents.
D. And one day, I asked her why she made me wait a half hour each time and she replied because I am worth waiting for.

E. God tells us because He comes through for us in a big way that He is worth waiting for.

F. If you wait, you get the Lord’s portion. You are not getting the kid’s portion, or the adult portion but the Lord’s portion.

Conclusion:

There are five less questions I will need to ask on Judgment Day. All the answers have the common thread that God is so faithful to me. Have you been faithful to God?

