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Introduction:

The year was 1992. The place was Barcelona, Spain. The occasion was the Olympics and the event was the 400-meter semifinal event.

Derek Redmond was running the race of his life and could see the finish line as he rounded the turn and then suddenly and unexpectedly he felt a sharp pain go up the back of his leg. He fell face first onto the track with a torn right hamstring.

As the medical attendants were rushing to him, Derek fought to his feet and began hopping to the finish line in pain. A large man ran out of the stands, pushed himself pass the security guards and ran to embrace Derek. It was his dad. He told him, “you don’t have to do this.” “Yes, I do” was the son’s reply. Then dad said, “Well then, we are going to finish this together.”

And they did. You could see the dad holding Derek up, the son’s head many times buried in the father’s shoulder all the time being careful not to leave his lane so that he would not be disqualified.

The crowd in the stands rose to their seat all around the massive stadium. They were first taken back not knowing what was happening. The crowd then began to cheer and howler words of encouragement. As Derek and his dad crossed the finish line, the cameras panned the stadium and you could see people crying everywhere.
Derek didn’t walk away with any medals. He finished last in that race but he taught you and me a lesson. Sometimes in order to go the distance, you need a little help along the way.  

Today in our passage of Scripture, we are going to look at someone who needed help along the way and see what lessons we can learn and apply to our life.
Body:

1. Life has a way throwing up roadblocks to make it seem like your destination is unreachable. 

Luke 10:30 (NIV)  

    In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 
A. Derek had no idea before the race started that he would need help to get across the finish line because the finish line seemed so unreachable.

B. The man in our story had no idea that he would need help to get to Jericho because Jericho seemed so unreachable. 
C. You and I don’t know if today will be the day we need help to get to our destination because something happens that makes our destination seem so unreachable. 

D. But isn’t that how life is: even when you confident that you can reach your destination, life has a way throwing up  road blocks to make it seem like your destination is unreachable. 
2. Don’t be surprised that the people who should be the very ones helping you are the ones that don’t.
Luke 10:31-32 (NIV)  

    A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. [32] So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 

A. As you read this story you would assume this was the person’s lucky day. A priest and a Levite happened to be coming by, and these two are religious people; so naturally they would want to help him reach his destination. But wrong, they saw him only as a problem to be avoided.  
B. But doesn’t that happen to us also. We all think that family should be the very ones helping us to reach our destination and they are the very ones it seems like that is pulling against us.
C. You would think that your Christian brothers and sisters would be helping you to reach your destination but it seems like they are the very ones pushing you further away from your destination. 

D. You would think that your good friend would help you to reach your destination, but somehow they don’t have the time to help you.

3. The person who will help you reach your destination will be the person who feels something on the inside.

Luke 10:31-33 (NIV)  

    A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. [32] So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. [33] But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 
A. The priest saw him; the Levite saw him; the Samaritan saw him. The Scripture makes the point all three saw him; but only, the Samaritan felt something on the inside. The Scripture says he took pity on him. Something came up inside of him.

B. You know what the shame is: that we live in a day and time where we are basically taught to be cold and callous. We are taught not to feel anything for anyone else other than ourselves. The philosophy of today: worry about #1.

C.  When was the last time you felt something on the inside for someone else? I am afraid many people aren’t reaching their destination because there are so few that feel something on the inside.

4. Sometimes we reach our destination but not without the wounds and scars we accumulated in our travel.
Luke 10:34-35 (NIV)  

    He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. [35] The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 
A. Derek reached the finish line but not without the torn hamstring he received along that back turn of the track.

B. The man in our story made it to Jericho but not without the wounds that he received on the road there. 
C. You and I may make our destinations but not without the wounds and scars we receive in our journey to get there.
5. As Christians, we need to find those who have fallen along the way and help them to their destination.
Luke 10:36-37 (NIV)  

    "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 

    [37] The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."

    Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." 

A. Derek’s dad was there to help his son across the finish line. The Samaritan was there to help the injured man make it to Jericho.

B. How about you and I? Are we available to help someone reach their destination.  Hear what God tells us, “Go and do likewise.”

Conclusion:

There will times in this life that you might be the fallen and then there are those times that you may be the helper.

Either way the message is clear we need a little help from our friends.

