PAGE  
5

Go the Distance
Know What Goal Line You are Running To

Psalm 37:1-40
Dr. Dave M. Hartson

Bala Chitto Baptist Church

01/25/04

Introduction:

In 1929, the Rose Bowl game was between Georgia Tech and California. The game was scoreless in the second quarter when Georgia Tech fumbled the ball on its own 40-yard line and California’s Roy Riegels recovered it. 

Riegels ran a few yards toward the Georgia Tech goal line, but then he suddenly turned and reversed his course and was running toward his own end zone.

His own teammate ran after him trying to get him to turn around and finally Georgia Tech tackled him at the California 1-yard line.  The California players were so shook up that the coach decided to punt on the next play and it was blocked for a safety.  It turned out to be the margin of victory as Georgia Tech won 8-7.

As result of his run, Riegels became known as Wrong Way Riegels. When asked about it this is what he had to say, “I was running toward the sidelines when I picked up the ball. I started to turn to my left to toward Tech’s goal. Somebody shoved me and I bounced right off into a tackler, in pivoting to get around him, I completely lost my bearings.”  

There are many Christians that must have lost their bearings and are running toward the wrong goal line. If you are going to go the distance, you need to know what goal line you are running to.

So today, we want to see what are some of those things that cause us spiritually to lose our bearing and start running to the wrong goal line.

Body:
1. I have lost my bearings and have begun running to the wrong goal line if I let people steal my peace.

Psalm 37:1-2 (NIV)  

    Do not fret because of evil men

        or be envious of those who do wrong; 

    [2] for like the grass they will soon wither,

        like green plants they will soon die away.
A. The truth is that people can rob us of our peace. I am sure that every one of us in this room at some time or another were having a good day when we ran across someone we didn’t want to see and it just changed our whole day.

B. Sometimes it is not someone we see but rather what someone says to us that robs us of our peace. Our day or even longer has been ruined because someone has said something about us that hurts our feelings.

C. When we are robbed of our peace, we can easily loose our bearings and start running to the wrong goal line.
D. There are people who don’t come to this church because someone said something to hurt their feelings. The truth is that they have lost their bearing and running in the wrong direction because someone has stolen their peace. 
E. And I say that because there is nothing I can think of that should cause you or me to withdraw fellow from God or your church family. If you do you are running in the wrong direction.
2. I have lost my bearings and have begun running to the wrong goal line if I can’t wait for what God has for me.

Psalm 37:7 (NIV)  

    Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him;

        do not fret when men succeed in their ways,

        when they carry out their wicked schemes. 
A. Impatience causes errors. If I run ahead of God on a financial matter, I can easily get myself in a financial mess.  And then, I start making bad decisions to get out of my financial mess.

B. If I don’t want to wait at a traffic light for another cycle I may try to run a yellow light and get caught in the middle of an intersection with the other lanes having a green light. My worst wreck that happened just that way because the lady didn’t want to wait a cycle because she was running late.

C.  Impatience might even cause you to marry the wrong mate. Impatience might cause you to drop out of school before you finish your degree.
D. It is so easy to lose your bearings if you are impatient and run to the wrong goal line.

3. I have lost my bearings and have begun running to the wrong goal line if I let my anger consume me.
Psalm 37:8-9 (NIV)  

    Refrain from anger and turn from wrath;

        do not fret--it leads only to evil. 

    [9] For evil men will be cut off,

        but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land.
A. Jails are full of people who made wrong decisions in anger and ending up hurting someone or worse yet killed someone. 

B. A client once told me that he and his wife got into a disagreement over the TV program to watch. And in his anger he took a bat and busted the tube.
C. Anger will cause you to lose your bearing and run to the wrong goal line.

4. I have lost my bearings and have begun running to the wrong goal line if I have a wrong view of what money can do.
Psalm 37:16-17 (NIV)  

    Better the little that the righteous have

        than the wealth of many wicked; 

    [17] for the power of the wicked will be broken,

        but the Lord upholds the righteous.

Psalm 37:21 (NIV)  

    The wicked borrow and do not repay,

        but the righteous give generously;
A. Pursuit of money will cause us to make wrong decisions. I am reminded of the rich young ruler who was unwilling to give up his possessions for salvation. His wealth caused him to go in the wrong directions.
B. There are many people whose spiritual life is not what it should be simply because they have allowed the pursuit of money to kill their spiritual life.
5. I have lost my bearings and have begun running to the wrong goal line if I don’t practice my Christianity.
Psalm 37:27-31 (NIV)  

    Turn from evil and do good;

        then you will dwell in the land forever. 

    [28] For the Lord loves the just

        and will not forsake his faithful ones.

    They will be protected forever,

        but the offspring of the wicked will be cut off; 

    [29] the righteous will inherit the land

        and dwell in it forever. 

    [30] The mouth of the righteous man utters wisdom,

        and his tongue speaks what is just. 

    [31] The law of his God is in his heart;

        his feet do not slip.

A. There are some things in life you have to practice to be any good at. For example, you have to practice accounting to be any good at it.

B. I would not want to go to a surgeon who has not practicing his specialty for a number of years to do his 1st surgery on me. Because he has not been practicing there is a good chance he could make a mistake.

C. A Christian who has not been practicing his faith is like to lost his bearing and run to the wrong goal line.

6. I have lost my bearings and have begun running to the wrong goal line if I think that the only thing that matters is this life.

Psalm 37:34-37(NIV)  

    Wait for the Lord

        and keep his way.

    He will exalt you to inherit the land;

        when the wicked are cut off, you will see it.

    [35] I have seen a wicked and ruthless man

        flourishing like a green tree in its native soil, 

    [36] but he soon passed away and was no more;

        though I looked for him, he could not be found.

    [37] Consider the blameless, observe the upright;

        there is a future for the man of peace. 

A. It is so easy to make wrong decisions if we think that this life is all that there is. We would have the mindset to enjoy every minute because that is all that we have.

B. People who think this is all there is to life lose their bearings and run to the wrong goal.

7. I am running to the right goal line if I can see Jesus in front of me leading the way.
Psalm 37:39-40 (NIV)  

        [39] The salvation of the righteous comes from the Lord;

        he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

    [40] The Lord helps them and delivers them;

        he delivers them from the wicked and saves them,

        because they take refuge in him.

A. The key to running to the right goal is to always know where Jesus is.
B. If we lose sight of Jesus, we lose our direction. And if we lose sight of Jesus than running to the wrong goal might seem like the most natural thing in the world.

C. But in the end for the Christian to run to the wrong goal is disastrous. Wrong Way Riegels life was changed in a negative way forever because he ran to the wrong goal.

Conclusion:

 My question to you is what goal are you closer to today? Are you running to the wrong goal or you running to the right goal?
It is not to late to turn around and begin running to the right goal if you are running the wrong way. All it takes is talking to Jesus. Will you come and talk to Jesus this morning?
