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Introduction:

A young man wanted to devote himself to the Lord and decided he could best do that by entering a monastery. Now the rules of the particular monastery he entered included the vow of silence. According to their policy you were not permitted to speak expect after every ten years of service you were allowed to say two words. At the end of the first 10 years of service he said, “Bad food.”

Ten more years passed and he said, “Hard bed.” On his 3rd ten year anniversary he said, “I quit.” At that the priest in charge over the monastery, who is not given to the vow of silence, replied, “You might as well. All you do is complain all the time.”
Our churches are filled with people who complain about everything from the church, to the pastor, to their marriages, about their friends and their jobs.  Nothing is free from their complaining. And more often than not, their thoughts run to the idea that if I could call it quits, I would. If I could walk away from this mess, I would. And in many cases they chose to do just that.
In some ways, I believe that we have a generation of quitters.

But if you are going to go the distance you got to keep going even if you feel like quitting. The Apostle Paul has a lot to tell us about not quitting sandwiched between two verses in 2 Corinthians 4 in which he tells us do not lose heart.
So let’s us discover why we shouldn’t quit even when we feel like quitting.

Body:

1. We should keep going even though we feel like quitting because everything worth doing has its drawbacks.

2 Cor. 4:1-3 (NIV)  

    Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. [2] Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. [3] And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 

A. The Apostle Paul is telling us that even preaching itself has its drawbacks. You got people out there professing to be preachers feeding people error, tearing down what you are trying to do in people’s lives with their errors. You got people out there in the church service that appears to hear what you say but really have no clue as to what you are saying. Being a preacher has its drawbacks. It can be the must frustrating job in the world.

B. But the Apostle Paul is telling us that despite its drawbacks he knew what he was doing was worthwhile. He says, “we have this ministry.” He is saying that we have something worthwhile so I can handle all the drawbacks.
C. Anything worthwhile in this life has its drawbacks. If you want the perfect job, the perfect marriage, the perfect church, you will never finish what you start because everything that is worthwhile has its drawbacks.

D. Instead of thinking about quitting, you better think about all the worthwhile things you have.
2. We should keep going even though we feel like quitting because wherever you go you still have to deal with people.
2 Cor. 4:7 (NIV)  

    But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 

A. The Apostle Paul is referring to people as jars of clay. Anne and I when we go to Pigeon Forge, TN we usually go to this place called Pottery World. It has aisles and aisles of clay jars and pots. And if you were going to purchase one, you got to examine them very closely because some will have cracks in them; some will have chunks missing out of them and some will have imperfections in their shape or and others in their color.
B. We are like those clay pots. We all have some imperfections in us and there is no place I can move to that I won’t come in contact with a clay pot that doesn’t have some imperfections.

C. The truth is you are better off staying with the clay pot you got. At least you know what its imperfections look like.

D. We usually like to quit because we think that we can find the perfect job pot, or leave our family to find that perfect mate pot, or leave that church to find the perfect church pot.  You still have to deal with people. You still have to deal with clay pots. You still have to deal with difficult people.
3. We should keep going even though we feel like quitting because God gave us the grace to bounce back from the difficult situations.

2 Cor. 4:8-9 (NIV)  

    We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; [9] persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 
A. The Apostle Paul is telling us an important principle about the grace of God in this passage. Paul is saying no matter what happens to me in this life, I know that I can bounce back from that situation.

B. You get a poor report about your health, you can bounce back. You get news that you are about to lose your job, you can bounce back. You even lose a love one, you can bounce back. Our God will help you bounce back if you let Him. 

C. If you chose not to let God help you, you might not finish what you started. Life is a struggle and we need God to help us bounce back.   

4. We should keep going even though we feel like quitting because everything in life is not just about me.
2 Cor. 4:13-15 (NIV)  

    It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken." With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, [14] because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. [15] All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 
A. Notice in vs 15 that the Apostle Paul says, “All this is for your benefit,” and then he goes on to say that it is for God’s benefit. Paul is saying what I go through is for your benefit. It is for God’s benefit.

B. People who think it is all about them are likely to quit when things get tough. “I don’t feel like I love you anymore” are people ready to quit. It does not matter that there is a mate involved; or children involved. All they can see it is all about them.
C. The hardest people in life to work with or to be around are those people in which everything is all about them.
5. We should keep going even though we feel like quitting because everything is not just about this life.

2 Cor. 4:16-17 (NIV)  

    Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. [17] For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 
A. If everything is just about this life then it would make no sense to endure hardship or troubles. But the Apostle Paul tells us it is about eternity.
B. We finish the race because there is eternity- and it is the place where everything gets settled out.

Conclusion
In 1972 NASA launched a space probe named Pioneer 10. The mission was to reach Jupiter and photograph the planet and its moons and beam back data and pictures. 
When it came into contact with Jupiter’s gravity pull hurled it into outer space. At one billion miles from the sun Pioneer 10 passed Saturn, at 2 billon miles it passed Uranus and Neptune at 3billon miles and Pluto at 4 billon miles.  By 1997, 25 years after its start, it was 6 billon miles from the sun still sending back photographs and data.
When the scientist made it, Pioneer 10 had a useful life of 3 years. It just happened to work 22 years longer than they expected. It really went the distance.

Will you go the distance today? If you feeling like quitting maybe you need to come to the altar today.
