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Introduction:

Nowadays to apply for almost any job, you must have a resume. On your resume, you will have personal information about yourself; you will have your educational background, several personal references and a listing of your previous jobs and a short description about each job.

On your resume, you let people see only what you want them to see. You generally leave off your resume those jobs that you worked at for a week or two and either quit or got fired. {For me, mine was Burger Chef. I never did tell anybody I worked there because I was a terrible employee. I just could not get a handle on making their sandwiches and then wrapping it up in their paper as quickly as they needed to be done.}
We leave those short term jobs off our resume because we want to give a potential employer the impression that we finish what we start. We want to give the impression that if you hire me that you can count on me.

God desires that you finish what you start. God wants to know that He can count on you. But as our Scripture reminds us this morning, some spiritually don’t finish what they start. 
And this morning, I would like us to discuss some reasons why we sometimes don’t finish what we start spiritually and the resulting consequences.

Body:

1. Sometimes we don’t finish what we start because it is easier to quit than to keep on doing.

Vs 9- Let us not become weary in doing good…

A. This applies to everything not just spiritually. It is easier for a young girl to go out and play with her friends than practice her scales and so she gives up taking piano lessons.

B. It is easier for a young boy who has some football talent to hang out with his friends after school rather than go to practice every day and so he drops off the team.

C. It is easier for a couple after several years of marriage to call it quits rather than work through their martial problems.

D. It is easier to quit following Jesus than to do what He wants you to do in your life.

E. It is easier to do what you want to do with your life rather than to wait for God to tell you what you should do.
2. Sometimes we don’t finish what we start because we convince ourselves there is no real good reason to stick with it.

VS 9 for at the proper time we will reap a harvest… 

A. You forget the reason why began doing what you started doing in the first place. We will say things like it is just too much work. Or, we might say, I just don’t see any immediate benefit from all this work.
B. Over the Christmas holiday, my nephew who has been going to night school the last 4 or 5 years told me that he plans to stop for a while and maybe pick it up again next year. He has a decent job and making ok money and I believe that he has convinced himself there is no good reason to stick with it.

C. Sometimes as Christians, we get tired because we tried to do good and it either backfires in your face or it seems like it goes unappreciated. And then you say to yourself, what is the use of all this work.
D. We sometimes quit because we forget the harvest is in the future. We forget what the future holds if we do good.

3. Sometimes we don’t finish what we start because we yield to our expectation that we can’t do it.
Vs 9- if we do not give up.
A. Many of us are more pessimistic than we are optimistic. Many of us will watch the 6:00 p.m. news religiously which is as pessimistic as it comes and not pick up your Bible during the week which is as optimistic as it comes. Because if you read your Bible you discover that in the end, we win.

B. Think about our first response when asked to do something around the church. It usually is “I can’t do that.”

C. Or if you are in the store and you sense the Holy Spirit telling you to share Jesus with someone, isn’t your response, I can’t do that.

D. Some of us have not quit smoking, because we have yielded to expectation I can’t do it. Some of us have not lost the weight that we should because we have yielded to the expectation I can’t do it. Some of us can’t stay away from popping pills or drinking excessively because we have yielded to the expectation that I can’t do it.
4. The cost of not finishing what we start will always be greater than any benefit received by quitting.
Vs 9- Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest.

A. Anything you quit doing has some immediate benefits. For example, my nephew I spoke about, he will now have more free time at home at night. Instead of being in a class room, he can be at his house with his wife.

B. When I quit doing what God wants and start doing what I want there is some immediate pleasure.  But in the long run it will always cost be more. To gain my simple pleasure, I give up a harvest. My nephew to gain more time at home, he gives up the potential for a better job.
5. The cost of not finishing what we start will ensure that we never reach our goals.

Vs 9- for at the proper time we will reap if we do not give up.
A. Last week was the end of the NFL season. Green Bay made it to the playoffs not on what they did but on what the Arizona Cardinals did. They beat the Minn. Vikings on the last play of the game giving Green Bay the last spot in the play offs.

B. But life is not usually like that, if I don’t do what I need to do I should not expect to reach my goal. If I don’t go out and earn a living, I shouldn’t expect anyone else to feed me. 
C. And the Bible is very clear that if I don’t do good; don’t expect a harvest.
D. Whatever your goal is spiritually or in this life, you can never reach it by giving up.

6. You finish what you start by practicing every day what you have started.

Galatians 6:10 (NIV)  

    Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 
A. How do you do good? The answer is simple. One day at a time.  That is the key for the drug addict or alcoholic- one day at a time. That is the key to losing weight. One day at a time.

B. And your growth as a Christian begins one day at a time. I turn my life around one day at a time.
Conclusion

You can’t go the distance if you don’t finish what you start. Why not start today? If you need to start today, we will open up the altar so that you can talk to God. Will you come?
