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GETTING BACK ON TRACK

JOSHUA 8:1-8 then 30

Dave Hartson @ Bala Chitto

October 7, 2001

INTRODUCTION:

As most of you know Anne, and I were on vacation for the past two weeks. We had a wonderful time traveling through Tennessee and Kentucky.  For those two weeks we were off of our daily routines and when we got back it was difficult to get back on track.

Watching the TV reports about the terrorist attacks, the one thing that I have noticed is that it has been a great struggle for the people of New York to get their lives back to normal. They are having a hard time getting back on track.

In a spiritual sense, we too can get off track and find it difficult to get back on track. That is the danger of sin, it can take us off track, it interrupts our relationship with God, and it may be difficult for us to get back on track with our relationship.

The people of Israel had sinned against God (Joshua 7:11 Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant). It caused their first defeat in the Promised Land when they went against Ai.  Chapter 8 deals with the struggle of Joshua and the Israelites to get back on track; and I believe that we can learn some valuable lessons that we can apply to our life today. 

1. To get back on track, I must deal with my lost confidence in God as result of my sin.

Vs 1- Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged.”

A. Certainly, God is affected by our sin but we also need to remember that sin also affects us.  

Sin breakdowns my confidence in God. Even though I am one that sinned, sin breakdowns my confidence in God almost like He is the one who messed up.

B. Remember Adam and Eve hid  from the presence of God after their sin. They were afraid of what God would do or what He would say. Their sin broke down their confidence in God.

C. God’s first words to Joshua were: be not afraid and be not discouraged.  God knew that the sin of the Israelites broke down Joshua’s confidence in his relationship with God.

D. After I sin, the devil loves to whisper in our ear. You messed up big time, God is not going to deal with you anymore. The devil loved for us to lose our confidence. To get back on course, I need to work at restoring my confidence in God.

2. To get back on track, I need to get busy serving God again. 

VS 2 Take the whole army with you, and go up and attack Ai.

A. The first thing God tells Joshua to do is to get the people busy serving God again. Take the whole army with you. Get everyone busy serving God again. God knew that confidence is regained by serving Him.

B. If you are sitting there waiting for God to reassure you, to renew your confidence in Him, you may have a long wait because confidence is rebuilt by serving Him.

C. A young preacher comes out of a horrible church situation in which he and the church were in constant conflict. His confidence in God is shattered. What is the natural thing he wants to do- take time off. If you were to offer him counsel it should be get busy again serving God. That is where confidence in God is rebuilt.

3. To get back on track, I need to remember what God has done for me in the past. 

Vs. 2-You shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho.

A. God was reminding Joshua of the great victory He gave to the people of Israel. Oh, Joshua remember Jericho, God tells him.

B. The  Christian life is best lived with one eye looking forward and one eye looking to the past. Each one of us needs to remember from where God has taken us to where we are today. 

C. If you cannot remember the past, you can so quickly become discouraged with God in the present. But those who remember where God has brought you from, how can you be discouraged with Him.

4. To get back on track, I need to resolve not to make the same mistake twice.

VS 2-3 You shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king, except that you may carry off their plunder and livestock for yourselves.

A. The problem that brought their first defeat was that they listen to God only partially. They listen to what they needed to do to defeat Jericho but they did not listen as to God’s requirement not to take any spoils. Listen to me: partial obedience is no obedience at all from God’s point of view.

B. You know what: this time Joshua and all the people are going to listen  to God totally and do what He says to do this time. They didn’t want to get caught making the same mistake twice.

C. How often do we make the same mistake twice? I believe more often than we would like to admit. To get on track, we need to listen to God’s guidance for our life and obey it fully.

5. To get back on track, I need to let God lead the way.

Vs 4-8With these orders: Listen Carefully…Do what the Lord has commanded. See to it, you have my orders…

A. My thinking is if something worked all right the first time, let’s do it that exact same way again when the same situation arises next time.

B. But  we should not expect God to work the same way or leads us always the same way. We need to be open and sensitive to the various ways God may lead.

C. I will never get back on course, if I am trying to lead the way. Unless I do it God’s way, I  will not get back on course. So many of us fight God’s direction that we never get back on course.

6. To stay on track, I must learn to worship God when He has brought victory in my life.  

VS 30 Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to the Lord, the god of Israel.

A. Ungratefulness will get us off track faster than anything else. Learn to take time to thank God when He gives you a victory. It does wonders to build up your confidence in God. 

Conclusion:

Some of you today may have been off track in your relationship to God? How about getting it right with God today?
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1. To get back on track, I must deal with my lost _______________ in God as result of my sin.

2. To get back on track, I need to get busy ___________ God again.

3. To get back on track, I need to ____________ what God has done for me in the past.

4. To get back on track, I need to _____________ not to make the same mistake twice.

5. To get back on track, I need to let                                                                                                                                                                                                             ________ lead  the way.

6. To stay on track, I must learn to_________________ God when He has brought victory in my life.  

