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Introduction

It is times like this that we feel that no one knows our pain or the emptiness that we feel this very moment. Elmo was in ICU at Southwest Hospital a couple of weeks ago almost near death but he made a remarkable recover. I even made the comment when he showed up for church the day after being released from the hospital that it was a miracle of God that he was with us that Sunday.

I would never have thought and probably you never thought that we would be here today mourning his death. But life and death are not in our hands but in God’s hands. Our Scripture passage that I will be using as our text today tells us that.
 Deuteronomy 32:39 (NIV) 
39 "See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand. 
Our responsibility at a time like this is to comfort one another.
I find comfort that Elmo Varnado attended one of our revival services a couple of years ago and during the invitation, he walked the aisle of the church with tears in his eyes and accepted Christ as His Lord and Savior. He followed through on his commitment by being obedient in baptism. Did Elmo lead the perfect life? No, he didn’t. Could you see Elmo’s faults at times? Yes, you sure could. In fact, in his own baby book his mother wrote this about him. Everyone said you were a smart and bad little boy.  And that is pretty much how he lived his live. But his salvation didn’t depend upon what he did; it depended upon what God did for him. And Elmo received that gift of salvation and God saved ElmoVarnado. And I take comfort in that.
You young ladies should take comfort in that your daddy loved your mother and provided you with a home filled with love. Oh, you all worked hard on the farm before dawn until many times after dark but as you look back at it, it was OK because the home was filled with love.

Remember, how your dad took great pride in keeping that little creek ready for summer time fun. His philosophy was quite simple: the more the merrier. Remember that July 4th when that little creek was filled to capacity with people. That really made him happy.

Remember how he loved to garden. He just simply loved to watch things grow. He took great pride in watching his daughter’s grow up. 

Each one as his daughter I know has many wonderful stories about Elmo that you can pass on to your children and eventually to your children’s children. Remember for instance the 42 lb catfish that he caught on a trout line in the Tangipahoa River. Or how about those Bar-B-Q’s and fish fries that he would often throw. Or, how about those times when he would invite some of his neighbors and friends over to play music.
These are all memories that Elmo has left us with during his 68 years of life. And we need to take comfort in these memories.  
As a preacher I can also give you comfort through God’s Word. Let me read again to you that Scripture found in the Book of Deuteronomy Chapter 32 verse 39.
Deuteronomy 32:39 (NIV) 
39 "See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand. 

1. We can take comfort in that Elmo believed in the one true God.
a. In the last few years of his life Elmo became a church goer again. Many times Elmo would get there right before church was ready to start. He would try to squeeze into a spot on the back row but where ever he sat I could see that God was dealing with him.

b. His home church was Mt Zion and I know he loved Mt Zion but I think he liked coming to Bala Chitto because he got the opportunity sometime to hear Mary and Debra and occasionally Beaver sing for us.

c. But you could tell that God was working on him in every service because many times he would leave the service with a tear in his eye.

d. We can take comfort in that Elmo believed in the one true God.
2. We can take comfort that God is in charge of life and death it was Elmo’s time to see God.
a. God took Elmo on January 14th. It was no accident. It was no mistake. It was God’s plan.

b. Why God chose to take Elmo on that day rather than someday in the future, I have no way of knowing. That is something that we might have to ask God in eternity.

c. We can take comfort in knowing that God was ready to take Elmo home.

3. We can take comfort in knowing that Elmo no longer has a heart condition nor does he need an oxygen tank to breathe freely.  
a. When God took Elmo to heaven, he also took away all his illnesses. The Scripture clearly tells us that He is the Lord who heals.
b. The last few years Elmo’s health has not been the best. He has been in and out of hospitals in Tylertown and McComb. We can take comfort in knowing that Elmo is now fine. Hospitals will no longer see Elmo Varnado.
4.We can comfort ourselves in knowing that He is safe in God’s hands and you and I will see Him when we get there.

and no one can deliver out of my hand. 

a. It is comforting to know that Elmo is not going anywhere. He safely in eternity in the hands of God and that is where we will meet him again if we know Jesus as your Savior.

b. It reminds me when I was growing up of a game I played with my daddy. Maybe you girls played it with Elmo when you were growing up. He would put something in His hand and close it real tight and no matter how much I tried I could never get it open and get what he had hidden in his hand. That is the picture I have of our Father in Heaven. 
c. And we can comfort ourselves in knowing Elmo is safely in the Father’s hands.

We are going to miss Elmo Varnado but the comfort from God’s word is that He has Elmo in His hands.

Let us Pray.
