Funeral of Ida Carver


Introduction:
While it is a time of sorrow for those of us who loved Ida Carver, it is a wonderful day for her. She is so much better off than any of us who must stay a little longer in this old world because she is now in the presence of God.

She left this world on January 3rd at around 12 noon from Liberty Community Living Center and she checked into heaven on January 3rd at around 12 noon.  We know that because the Apostle Paul says to be absent from the body is to present with the Lord.

And even though Ida has left us, she has left her mark upon all our lives. And so as Judy was talking with me and reminiscing about her mother on Sunday, the thing that I heard loud and clear was that Ms. Carver has left the mark of love upon those who knew us.
So I want to share with you this afternoon about her love.  Let me first begin by reading the Scripture.
1 John 4:7-12 (NIV) 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 
10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

Body:

1. She loved the Lord and it was evident in the way she chose to live her life.
A. Ida if she was here would tell us about a time that she was a young girl and down at the creek where she would frequent there was this instance when God just put a strong impression upon her heart that she was to serve the Lord.
B.   If you would happen to go shopping with her and go down to the Gulf Coast to visit family, sometime along the trip you probably would have heard her sing two of her favorite Christian songs- “This World is not my home and I’ll Fly Away.”
C. If you were blessed to be her neighbor she would come over to your house and have a word of pray for you if you were sick.
D. She outwardly showed to all who knew her that she truly did love the Lord.
2. She loved her family and it was evident by the way that she chose to live her life.

A. Ida loved you, Frank Carver. You were married 63 years. In a day and time when marriages don’t stand the test of time, it is good to see one that goes the distance.  The thing that your family remembers is that you and Ida never fused- maybe you or she always gave in- whatever, it is a great thing to be remembered for. Many a time Ida would call Judy and tell her to sleep with her phone close to her tonight because your daddy is not feeling well. Frank, Ida truly did take great care of you.

B. Ida was always concerned her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. It considered her about each one’s salvation.  And so I hope today that each one of you has made the decision to accept the Lord as your Savior.

C. Ida loved to laugh and a have a great time with her brothers and sisters. I remember her for her great sense of humor and her constant smile.

D. She also loved to cook and have her family over a big meal and it really broke her heart when her health declined and she was not able to do that anymore.

3. She loved all of God’s creation and it was evident by the way that she chose to live her life. 
A. The times I went over to see Ida and Frank, the thing I remember most is being jumped on by her daschunds that she was raising.  I am sure when you kids were growing up you probably seen your share of daschunds running through the house

Conclusion:

Ida loved the Lord; she loved her family; she loved her neighbors and she loved God’s creation.  She has left a mark; she has left a memory that should never fade away. As you deal with your sorry today and the day’s ahead remember what she has left behind and look forward to the day that you will see her again.
  Let us pray!
Graveside

When you stand at death’s door there is only one thing that counts. It doesn’t how money you have made or how popular you were in your community or how nice a home you had or how many friends have shown up for the services or how many flowers surround the grave site. 

The only thing that matters is your relationship with God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. If He is your Savior all is well. It is not well with you if you have been born in this world but not born again through faith in Jesus Christ.

Ida settled that issue a long time ago. She gave her heart to Christ and she demonstrated it to us by her love. Her body is going to the grave but her soul and spirit are now in the presence of God.

Let us pray!
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