Funeral of Hazel Burkhalter


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In speaking with you, Ms. Hazel’s family, at the wake last evening, I could sense that she was greatly loved and that she will certainly be missed. As I walked around that funeral parlor, you made it easy for me to write my sermon that I am preaching today as you shared with me about examples from her life and how she impacted your life.

So let us begin with a word of prayer.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Scripture Reading:

Ecclesiastes 7:1 (NKJV) 
1 A good name is better than precious ointment, And the day of death than the day of one's birth; 

Ecclesiastes 7:8 (NKJV) 
8 The end of a thing is better than its beginning… 

Introduction:

In my 30 years of ministry, I have discovered that there are some things about life that I just don’t have the answers for and that I will go to the grave not knowing those answers. I don’t understand what criteria God uses to determine when your time is up in this life. For Ms. Hazel it was April 8th 2010 when God said to Ms Hazel “your time is up”. 

I don’t understand why some people die quickly and seemingly with little pain while others linger in their illness long before they die.  However, I am thankful to God that Ms Hazel died quietly with little pain with her daughter Marie by her bedside at the hospital.

The truth is that I stand here today as a minister feeling helpless because I do not having a good explanation to give you about the mysteries of life.

The truth is that I stand here today as a minister not having in my arsenal just the right words to say to take away the pain and the emptiness that you might be feeling today.

But don’t confuse my lack of understanding or my inadequacies to infer in anyway that God is not real; or that God is not personally involved in our lives; or that God is not concerned about our eternal destination. God is real; He is personally involved in our lives and He is concerned about our eternal destination!

God was concerned about Ms. Hazel’s destination and He is concerned about yours. 
And if Ms. Hazel could speak to us from the other side of eternity as momma, grandma, great-grandma , sister  or friend she could tell us better than I could that where you will be spending  eternity is the most importantly decision that you will make in your life.

1. Ms. Hazel could understand the reality of God by the mere fact of the family God chose for her to be part of.
A. Ms. Hazel came from a large family. She was the second of thirteen children. Her dad was a farmer and would sell this produce along the roadside. She would work in the fields picking cotton which I can imagine was hard work. In the evening she would help her mom with the cooking being older then most of her siblings. I am sure, in those days, that it was a hard life she lived but it was a good life. Families worked together back then and I wish they would do that today. Their entertainment consisted of gathering around the radio and listening to their favorite shows. There was no such thing as a television in the home much less in each child’s room like today.
B. Her dad, being a farmer, knew that the family had to depend upon God. I am sure her dad taught the kids that they need the rains from God at the right time to water their crops or the harvest would be diminished or totally lost.
C. Her dad, being a farmer also had farm animals that he cared for. He knew that he needed God to protect his animals from the diseases that attack farm animals; he knew that he needed God to protect his animals from the wild animals that preyed upon farm animals.

D. Because God had to be so real for this family for them to survive, Ms. Hazel would have seen by first hand experience how real God is.

E. I wonder today in your own personal life, if you have seen how real God is?  Do you see God at work in the world and in your life?
2. Ms. Hazel would have known how God is involved in her life by the gifts that he had given her throughout her life.

A. Many of you may not have known this but at age 13 she was given a guitar by her family and she loved to play the guitar and sing. Her favorite thing was country music and she just loved Merel Haggard. From one who can not sing or play any instrument, to be able to play any instruent and to sing is a gift from God.

B.  The Bible says children are a gift of God and she she was blessed with 6 children- three boys and three girls. I believe that there are still two girls and two boys still lving. She was gifted by God with 13 grandchildren and about 25 great grandchildren. Her children, her grandchilden and her great grandchildren that was God's involved in her life.
C. In my 16 years that I have known Ralph and Hazel many times she was very sick and God brought her through that sickness time after time. Each time she recovered I was certain that it was God’s involvement in her life.

D. In my 16 years that I have know Ralph and Hazel there were times that money was tight to come by and yet they paid their bills. It was God’s involvement in their life.

E. I wonder today, in your life do you see God’s involvement. Do you see God leading your steps? Do you see God in those difficult times? 
3. Ms. Hazel heard about the eternal destination called heaven that awaits those who know Christ as their Savior.

A. In her early childhood, her family would take her to church when they could.  I am sure that the preachers in those days had a greater boldness in their message about heaven and hell more so than do preachers of our day. I am sure that they would press their congregations for a decision to know Christ.

B. A lot of time the Huff family would have family devotionals because it was difficult to leave the farm.

C. And I know that Ms. Hazel has been to Bala Chitto several times during my ministry (she could not come a lot because of her illness) and those times that she was able to come, I am sure that she hear the message of making sure where you will spend eternity.

D. Marie tells me that it was at the age of 14 that her mother asked the Lord in her life. It was 1 year before her first marriage. Imagine getting married at age 15! And that during her marriage that she rededicated herself to the Lord.

E. Today, do you know where you will be spending eternity? 
Conclusion:

I know Ms Hazel would not want me to close this service without giving you a personal invitation to know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. So with every eye closed and every head bowed do you know for sure if you died today that you would be in the presence of God…

Let us pray!    

Graveside

Whether you are a church goer or not you probably have heard of a biblical character by the name of Job. His story is that he had everything going his way: he had a great family, lots of money, a big home and some good friends. But over a period of time everything was taken away from him. He lost it all.

And as we come to the fourteenth chapter of his story he asked a question that had probably been sitting in the deep dark recesses of his heart for a long time. It was the kind of question that we all have inside of us about life. You know those questions – the ones we usually don’t ask because it doesn’t seem to do much good even if we asked them. But Job’s question, maybe because he is in so much pain, comes to the surface. And here is his question: Job 14:14 (NIV) 
14 If a man dies, will he live again? His question just hung there in the air. No answer was given. Just Silence! After all, he has just asked the unthinkable. 

Fast forward with me now hundreds of years later to the time that Jesus walked the earth. One day He was ministering to a woman by the name of Martha who was grieving the lost her brother Lazarus. And Jesus answers the question- Job’s question- the one asked hundreds of years earlier. John 11:25-26 (NIV) 
25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 
26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 

Job’s question finally gets an answer. But it is worth the wait because it is the answer from the One who would know for sure. It is the answer from the One who experienced death and conquered it. It is the answer from the One who rose from the grave and now sits at the right hand of the Father. He is the One who once was dead but now lives forever more.

This is the very one that Hazel Burkhalter at the age of 14 gave her life to.
Let us pray!
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