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Scripture Reading:

Ecclesiastes 7:1 (NKJV) 
1 A good name is better than precious ointment, And the day of death than the day of one's birth; 

Ecclesiastes 7:8 (NKJV) 
8 The end of a thing is better than its beginning… 

Introduction:

In my 26 years of ministry, I have discovered that there are some things about life that I just don’t have the answers for. I don’t understand what criteria God uses to determine who lives to a ripe old age and who dies in the prime of their life. I don’t understand why some people die quietly and quickly in their sleep and some people linger in their illness long before they die. I don’t understand why it seems that some families seem to move from one tragedy to another while other families seem to avoid tragedy altogether. 
The truth is that I stand here today as a minister feeling helpless because I do not having a good explanation to give you about the mysteries of life. But don’t confuse my lack of understanding to infer in anyway that God is not real; or that God is not personally involved in our lives; or that God is not concerned about our eternal destination. God is real; He is personally involved in our lives and He is concerned about our eternal destination!
So rather than try to dazzle you with my limited knowledge about the mysteries of life I rather share with you this morning what I do know for sure about Bobby Sterling and his relationship to God.

Body:

1. Bobby lived long enough to accept Jesus as his personal Savior.
Ecclesiastes 7:1 (NKJV) 
1 …And the day of death than the day of one's birth; 

A. I am sure that if I asked Elizabeth or Ricky, Linda or Jo Ann or anybody else in the family if Bobby lived long enough each one of them would tell me “no”. Each one would have said I would have loved for him to have been well several more years before the cancer attacked his body. Have you ever noticed that it seems for someone we love dearly we never have them quite long enough?
B. But Bobby did live long enough to make the most important decision of his life and that is to accept Jesus as His personal Savior. It was not an easy decision for Bobby; I must have come to his house talking about the Lord and the need for that personal relationship four or five times before finally one afternoon he yielded his life to God.
C. Being a preacher is a difficult job. Days like this when you have to put someone you love to rest takes its toil on you. But by the same token there are those great days of ministry that you would not trade for anything in the world. One such day was the day that Bobby Sterling accepted Christ as His Savior. The Holy Spirit of God was all over that trailer. It wasn’t just Bobby and I crying; everyone of his family members there were crying – oh, not tears of sorry but tears of joy as Bobby announced to them that he gave his heart to Jesus. I can remember he couldn’t wait for Jo Ann and Linda to get off of work to tell them his Good News. There was something different about Bobby Sterling- God had entered his heart.
D. Bobby may not have lived as long as we would have liked but He lived long enough to make the most important decision of his life.  

2. Bobby lived long enough to see God work miracles in his life.

Jeremiah 33:3 (NKJV) 
3 'Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.' 
A. I can remember getting the phone call in the early part of 2006 telling me that Bobby had been to the cancer doctor and the report was that his cancer had spread and the doctor had given him no more than 3 months to live.

B. I remember one Sunday after church our whole church it seemed gathered at his house to prayer with him for a miracle and to anoint him with oil. I can remember after he accepted Jesus as his Savior I once again anointed him with oil and prayed for God to do a miracle.
C. Did God do a miracle? He sure did! He lived longer than those three months that the doctor had predicated. When He would go back to see his cancer doctor, she couldn’t understand why he wasn’t in tremendous pain. Bobby got to enjoy spending quality time with his family in his final months in ways you and I could only be jealous about. At no point, even when Bobby was in intense pain did I ever see him blame God for his problems. Even as he was dying he was worried about other people more than himself. In his final days in the hospital, he would get upset if you attempted to bother a nurse to come help him. He would think that they had more important things to do than worry about Bobby Sterling.  

D. Did God do a miracle in Bobby’s life? I would say “yes” without question God did several miracles in Bobby’s life. And Bobby lived long enough to see them; you and I benefits from them and together with Bobby we got to enjoy them.
3. Bobby lived long enough to leave behind a good name.

Ecclesiastes 7:1 (NKJV) 
1 A good name is better than precious ointment, And the day of death than the day of one's birth; 

A. A good name doesn’t matter on the day of your birth; but it does matter on the day of your death. On the day of your birth, your life has endless opportunities but on the day of your death what you have done with your life is now set in stone. It can’t be changed. It is the most important thing that you leave behind. 
B. Bobby took every opportunity to leave behind a good name. He loved his brother and his sisters. There was a unique bond between Ricky and Bobby. They not only worked together day in and day out but they couldn’t get enough of each other that they had to live right next door to each other. I love my brother but I couldn’t do that.

C. If you would go by the Brass Hanger at lunch time you would always find Ricky and Bobby eating with Linda and Jo Ann. In fact, I learned if I wanted to get hold of Ricky and Bobby to do some plumbing work for me than I had to go over there at noon and wait for them to show up for lunch. You all know what I am talking about. It is hard to get a plumber on the phone.

D. I know that he loved his wife, Elizabeth, with all his heart. He loved his children and his grand children. He took every opportunity to be a good husband, father and grandfather. He built a reputation of being a good family man.
E. Maybe as a preacher, I am isolated from a lot of things but in my 13 years here in Pike County I can not say I remember anyone having anything bad to say about Bobby Sterling. He built a good name for himself.

F. Your very presence here in this service testifies of his good name. And I am so thankful that Bobby lived long enough to build that good name. It will be the thing that lives on long after this service is over.

4.  Bobby has departed this life and we are sad for ourselves; but we are happy for him because he is now living with Jesus in eternity.

2 Corinthians 5:8 (NKJV) 
8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. 

A. On December 28th at around 9:00 a.m. Bobby Sterling filled out a change of address. It no longer reads Boby Sterling 4007 Hwy 48 E, Magnolia, MS 39652. Instead now it is Bobby Sterling in the care and presence of Jesus Christ, Heaven.

B. Yes, the Apostle Paul tells us to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. The moment that Bobby breathed his last breathe on earth, he was ushered into eternity to be with Jesus for all time.
C. Yes we are sad because we have lost a husband, a brother, a dad, a grandparent and a friend. It hurts deep down in our heart. I know that feeling all too well. Call upon God; He can comfort you with his grace and his peace.

D. But don’t be sad for Bobby; be happy for Bobby. He is in no more pain. He can see clearly again. He is no longer confined to a hospital bed. He is standing in the presence of God and I for one am a little jealous.

Conclusion:

I know Bobby would not want me to close this service without giving you a personal invitation to know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. So with every eye closed and every head bowed do you know for sure if you died today that you would be in the presence of God…
Let us pray!    
Graveside
Whether you are a church goer or not you probably have heard of a biblical character by the name of Job. His story is that he had everything going his way: he had a great family, lots of money, a big home and some good friends. But over a period of time everything was taken away from him. He lost it all.

And as we come to the fourteenth chapter of his story he asked a question that had probably been sitting in the deep dark recesses of his heart for a long time. It was the kind of question that we all have inside of us about life. You know those questions – the ones we usually don’t ask because it doesn’t seem to do much good even if we asked them. But Job’s question, maybe because he is in so much pain, comes to the surface. And here is his question: Job 14:14 (NIV) 
14 If a man dies, will he live again? His question just hung there in the air. No answer was given. Just Silence! After all, he has just asked the unthinkable. 

Fast forward with me now hundreds of years later to the time that Jesus walked the earth. One day He was ministering to a woman by the name of Martha who was grieving the lost her brother Lazarus. And Jesus answers the question- Job’s question- the one asked hundreds of years earlier. John 11:25-26 (NIV) 
25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 
26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 

Job’s question finally gets an answer. But it is worth the wait because it is the answer from the One who would know for sure. It is the answer from the One who experienced death and conquered it. It is the answer from the One who rose from the grave and now sits at the right hand of the Father. He is the One who once was dead but now lives forever more.

This is the very one that Bobby Sterling gave his life to and now lives with in eternity.

Let us pray!
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