	Matt. 14:22-33
	Funeral of Amber Loup



The Introduction
Agatha Christie, the famous mystery writer, once said in a speech she was giving that "I like living. I have sometimes been wildly, despairingly, acutely miserable, racked with sorrow, but through it all I still know quite certainly that just to be alive is a grand thing." 

We are here today because that grand thing called life has ended for Amber Loup. Unfortunately, it ended at an early age of16 on the Interstate near the Bogue Chitto exit in Lincoln County around 1:00 a.m. on Sunday morning, June 29th, 2008; at what we would call the prime of her life. Just only a couple of days ago, we would have thought that she had so much of her life still ahead of her and that she actually lived so very little of it to this very point. But today, we are struck with the cold reality that she is gone and we must deal with the difficult task of trying to make sense of a senseless tragedy.
I chose a Passage of Scripture from Matthew 14:22-33 to help us make a little sense of our present situation.  I also chose this passage because in some ways Amber reminds me of the Apostle Peter.  Peter was the risk taker; when the other apostles were playing it safe; Peter wouldn’t. Doesn’t that remind you of Amber?  She was our little risk taker; playing it safe that just wasn’t Amber’s style.

Let me read you the passage and see if you can see Amber in it as I read.
Matthew 14:22-33 (NIV) 
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 
23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 
24 but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 
25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 
26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 
28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 
29 "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 
30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 
33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." 
Now, let me share with you three thoughts that might help us in our time of grief.
The Body

1. Don’t lose sight of Jesus because you are so overwhelmed with your tragedy.
Matthew 14:30 (NIV) 
30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 

A. Amber asked Jesus in to her life as her Savior around the age of 12. And if you looked beneath that hard crust that she had on the outside; she would see a young lady with a very loving heart- a Christ like heart.
B. Today, she is no longer in a tragedy. Today, she is no longer in a storm. She is in the presence of God. She is in perfect peace.

C. It is you and I who mourn her lost that are experiencing the tragedy. It is you and I who mourn her lost that are experiencing the storm. And God’s word to us this morning is don’t lose sight of me in this tragedy. Amber is in my presence and she is safe; and I will bring you through this tragedy.

D. Unfortunately, Peter in our passage got so caught up in his storm that he lost sight of Jesus. Don’t let that happen to you. Let’s Amber’s death bring you closer to God; not push you away from God.

2. A tragedy reveals to us that we don’t have it all together like we sometimes think we do. 
Matthew 14:30 (NIV) 
30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 

A. Amber lived only 16 years but in her brief life I would say that she had her share of tragedies.  She knew by first hand experience that she did not have it all together.  I have watched her over the years try to put it together and keep it together but she couldn’t. But with each failure I believe that she was learning to trust God more and more.
B. You and I sitting on this side of eternity sometimes want to think that we have our little world all tightly tied together. But just enter a tragedy and we quickly discover that we don’t. 

C. And the question that we must face today is who do we call upon when it seems our world is falling apart? Peter in our passage yelled out, Lord save me.  

D. I sure hope and pray as you deal with this grief over the coming days and weeks that you will yell out to the Lord, help me through this.

3. God is faithful and will not fail me even if I fail him.
4. Matthew 14:31 (NIV) 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 

A. In this instance, Peter failed the Lord. Peter didn’t make it all the way from the boat to where Jesus was on the water.  The Scripture says that he got close but he began to sink and Jesus had to stretch out His hand to rescue him. God was faithful despite Peter’s failure.
B. Were there times that Amber Loup failed the Lord? Certainly there were just like there are times that you and I fail the Lord! Maybe even on the night of her death, Amber and those other young people were doing all the right things but that does not cancel out God’s faithfulness to Amber Loup and each one of those other young people.  She was His child and he took her to be in his presence immediately upon her death.

C. I have confidence in that statement because Jesus stretching out His hand to Peter reminds me that He will be faithful even when we fail. And that is Good News for you and me.    

The Conclusion

It is hard to believe that Amber is really gone. When Angie called me Sunday morning with the news, it took a couple of hours to real sink in that Amber had really died.

But it is well with Amber in the presence of God. But how do we know when we are getting well from our tragedy? When we are no longer angry at God for taking Amber home and we can begin to thank God for allowing Amber to be in our lives for these sixteen years. Then and only then are we beginning to heal.

Let us pray!

Graveside Words:

In a neat little book called Children's Letters to God, a little boy named Mike wrote, "Dear God.  What happens when you die?  Nobody will talk to me about it.  I don't want to do it.  I just want to know."  

Mike asked a good question. Where do you go for answers to a question like that? And I am convinced that there is only one reliable place:  God's Word. 

If you think about it we get to decide a lot of things in life.  But there are three choices we don't get to make. We didn't get to choose to be born.  We won't get to choose when you will die.  And we won't get to choose whether you will exist beyond the grave or not.  But God’s Word does tell us we get to make the choice about where you will spend eternity.

John 3:16 (NIV) 
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Amber made that choice to spend eternity with God. 
Let us pray!
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