Four Feasts

Deuteronomy 16:1-20


Purpose of Moses’ Sermon: God commands the nation to observe three feasts that will remind them of their spiritual heritage as God’s chosen people.

(1) Passover verse 1

(2) Feast of Unleavened Bread verse 3
(3) Feast of Weeks verse 10

(4) Feast of Tabernacles verse 13

Specific Place: The Place the Lord will chose as a dwelling for His name. This knocks down the idea that I can worship God anywhere.  God sets the place of worship. There is a specific place that He wanted the Israelites to worship at in the Old Testament- the Temple and in the New Testament for the Christian it is the church house.


(1)Passover / Unleavened Bread is to be celebrated where the Lord chose as a dwelling for His name. Verse2


(2) Feast of Weeks is to be celebrated where the Lord chose as a dwelling for His name. Verse 11


(3) Feast of Tabernacles is to occur at the place where the Lord will choose. Verse 15

The Sabbath could be observed anywhere in the land. But the feast had to be done at the place God has chosen. Today, we are to commune with God during the week and come together on Sunday as a fellowship.

Purpose of the Feast: 

(1) By setting a specific time on their calendar (Look at verse 1) to celebrate Passover/Unleavened Bread, God was reminding the people that time belongs to Him. Even the morning offering and the evening offering were to remind them that time belongs to God. James in the New Testament picks up that idea when some business men talked about what they are going to do.

James 4:13-15 (NIV) 
13 Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 
14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 
15 Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." 
(2) By setting the Feast of Weeks according to the agricultural cycle (Look at Verse 9) reminded the people that all of nature belonged to God and they were to acknowledge the harvest as His. Today, we acknowledge that the food we eat belongs to God by our prayer before we eat.

(3) By setting the Feast of Tabernacles after the harvest has been brought in (look at verse 13-14) it shows it was a time for celebrating. God’s people ought to have a good time.  

Purpose of Passover/Unleavened Bread:

1. Passover is to remind them of God’s redemptive act of deliverance. He took them out of the bondage of Egypt. Then for seven days you were to eat unleavened bread. Leaven was associated with sin and corruption.  And so because of God’s redemptive act the people were to live holy; they were to remove sin from their life. In the New Testament the redemptive act is salvation by dying on the cross for me and as a result I should live a holy life.
1 Corinthians 5:6-7 (NIV) 
6 Your boasting is not good. Don't you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? 
7 Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast--as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 
Purpose of the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost):

1. It came 50 days after the early summer grains. 49 days later the last crop was ripened and brought in.   And so they were to acknowledge God’s provision for them. How do you acknowledge God’s provision? It is only one way generosity.  Look at verse 11.

2 Corinthians 9:10-11 (NIV) 
10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 
11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

Purpose of the Feast of Tabernacles: 

1. This festival came after the ingathering of the summer crops. The booths referred to the wilderness wandering and having to live in temporary dwellings. And the end of the week they emerged from the tent rejoicing that they don’t have to live that way anymore. 

2. The implication for us is that we have come out of our old nature and now we should celebrate our new nature not having to return back to our old nature. I don’t have to live like I use to live anymore.
Concluding Remarks:
1. Three times a year they were required to go to the Tabernacle or the Temple when it was built. You did not go to God empty handed. 

2. Appoint judges and let them execute justice fairly.
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