Presenting Firstfruits and Tithe

October 19, 2009


Purpose:

This chapter deals with the rituals the Israelites were to perform after they come into the Promised Land. It is about remembering who they are, where they came from, and who is responsible for their being in the land.

This reminder is forward looking in vs 1. It is about when they finally take possession, settle down and live in that land. That is still several battles away. They have not even entered it yet. There are some battles with the mighty armies of the Canaanites before they can settle down. But when they do and it becomes theirs, and peace not war, is the norm, they must perform two rituals so that they will keep their journey, their history and their future in proper perspective.

Lesson:

God does not necessarily tell you everything that is going to happen during the journey- just enough to get you where He wants you.

In the New Testament, we see that same approach by God when He does not tell the prophets about the time called the church age.

Ephesians 3:2-6 (NIV) 
2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me for you, 
3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 
4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
5 which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets. 
6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

1. WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO SHOW TANGIBLE FRUIT TO GOD

In these verses we have a ceremony that was to be offered when they moved into the land and had their first harvest. 

Give an offering 1-4 This ritual accompanied the firstfruits and it apparently was just this one time when they finally settled down in the land. The point is to do this to celebrate Israel’s transition from wandering in the wilderness to settling in their Promised Land due wholly by the Lord’s favor upon them. So, they were to take the initial produce from the first harvest in the land as a testimony to the Lord’s faithfulness in giving what it was He had promised all along. A land flowing with milk and honey! This was done before the priests, in Jerusalem—God’s representatives in the nation. So, from the very beginning of their new life, each person in the entire nation had the opportunity to come before the Lord individually and confess his or her faith in God and His ability to provide for them in this new land. The priest took the basket in recognition of your offering and set it before the Lord.

Lesson:

God does care where you worship Him. He tells the people that you have to go to a place that I have chosen.
Give a confession 5-10 The offerer was to repeat a memorized statement, a brief statement of their history as a people. This confession zeroed in on two themes: (1) Their helpless situation before God intervened 5-7. They confessed they had a fragile beginning. Their ancestor was a wandering Aramean. Jacob was 130 yrs old when departed to Egypt with few, numbering 70 in his clan living in a foreign country. Egyptians mistreated them—harshly and afflicted—but they still grew in number. They cried out of their affliction, their oppression and their hard toil! It was nothing short of miraculous that they survived and flourished in spite of small beginnings, wandering and enslavement. So, who gets the credit for shepherding these helpless ones into a full-fledged nation of people? (2) They confessed God’s powerful protection 8-10. God heard their cry, and brought them out of their helpless and vulnerable condition and brought them into the new land vs 8. God did this they confessed, by His mighty hand and outstretched arm—showing His power and strength. Which included miraculous signs and wonders—phenomena that made it clear it was God who delivered them! No-one else could ever get the credit! The whole point of this confession: to underscore God’s miraculous work at every turn in their history! So, now, it is more than appropriate that after centuries of suffering and hardship that every family and all in the land of Israel rejoiced together over the incredible favor the hand of God provided for them vs 11! 
Lesson:
When God has blessed you with good things, be glad. Don’t ever feel guilty about enjoying what God has blessed you with.
Remembering our spiritual heritage, once helpless and lost but God’s grace changed all of that. 
2. MY GIVING IS A STATEMENT OF MY COMMITMENT TO GOD

Traced back to Deuteronomy 14:28-29 Deuteronomy 14:28-29 (NIV) 
28 At the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that year's produce and store it in your towns, 
29 so that the Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 
Lesson:

Don’t go trying to find new things to be obedient to God about until you first been obedient to the old things.
Here we have a ceremony of giving associated with committed heart.

Offering and prayer 12-15 This ceremony was in form of an offering made after Israel’s first three years in the land vs 12, followed by giving to support the poor, widows, orphans, full-time servants of God. This ceremony was also in a memorized statement in the form of a prayer to God: (1) I have removed the sacred things and given it to God. It does not belong to me. 13. (2) I have given it to the Levites and needy. Our giving to God includes supporting God’s servants and those in need. (3) I have not transgressed or forgotten God’s commandments. Don’t give with your hands what is not first in your hear. (4) I have not eaten it while mourning nor removed it when unclean, nor offered it for the dead. 14. Our giving comes with a proper heart attitude joyfully given from heart of gratitude and thanksgiving to God. (5) I have done according to all that God has commanded 14. My giving is a reflection of my obedience to all of God expectations and commands for me. So, we should regularly pray these five things before the Lord. 
A Call to Complete Obedience 16-19 Here is a call for total commitment by declaring your intention to fully comply from your heart and soul-this is your true desire—to walk, to keep and to listen. A full and complete devotion to all that God wants for you 16-17. 
Lesson: Sometimes we need to be instructed regarding the law of God; sometimes we need to be reminded regarding the law of God. But most often we need to be encouraged to actually do it.
For Israel, it meant that they formally accepted all of the terms of the covenant between them and God. For us, it means we believe God’s Word is sufficient and binding upon us. So we believe it, study it and obey it. In 18-19, God then obligated Himself based upon their commitment has declared their special status and value to God. He will exalt them above all other nations. 
 Deuteronomy 4:1 began with Deuteronomy 4:1 (NIV) 
1 Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 
Now as we come to the conclusion of Deuteronomy 26 we complete that section.
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