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Three False Claims

1 John 1:5-10



Sometimes our thinking is all washed up. I call it faulty thinking. Let me give you a couple of examples:
· I am entitled to what I want when I want it.

· My time is more important than yours so I shouldn’t be inconvenienced by you.

· I work very hard for the company I work for and they don’t pay me what I deserve so I take a few “souvenirs” from my office home with me.

· My opinions matter more than yours.

Today, in our passage of Scripture, John is going to tell us that faculty thinking even penetrates our Christian life. He is going to give three examples of claims that people make that make no sense. They are Biblical examples of faulty thinking.
Let’s read the Scripture and look at those three claims and see what we can discover about them. Turn with me in your Bible to:

1 John 1:5-10 (NIV) 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
6 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 
Body:

1.  We are lying to ourselves if we think we are close to God and yet don’t hate the sin in our life.
5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
6 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 

A. The problem as I see it is most people are pretty naïve enough to believe that they are pretty good folks. They try not to bother other people; they try not to hurt other people; and they may even try to help other people when they are having problems.

B. I really want to believe that is the way it is; I really want to believe that people are basically good. But once I read and accepted the Bible as true, I had to deal with my faulty thinking. There is such a thing as the harsh reality of sin. I have to deal with the fact that I am not as good as I hoped I was; I have to deal with the fact that people aren’t as good as I would want them to be.
Jeremiah 17:9 (NIV) 
9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? 

Romans 3:10-12 (NIV) 
10 As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; 
11 there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 
12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one." 

C. But the problem goes even beyond that . God hates sin and He has nothing to do with sin. John just told us that “God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.” And so if I am sitting in church today thinking all is well between me and God and I know that I am sitting here in sin which I am not willing to give up then God tells me that He and I are not on the same page. He is walking in light ; I am walking in darkness. He tells me that I am lying to myself and I don’t know the truth.
D. Only when I agree with God about sin are God and I on the same page. Probably every Sunday in this church there is someone  who has deceived themselves into thinking all is well between them and God and they are here praising God but unwilling to give up their sin. God say you are a liar and the truth is not in you.
E. Today, we have got to come clean about our sins. Today during the invitation time are you willing to come clean about your sins?
2. If I don’t think I sin, I have denied myself one of the greatest benefits of the Christian life.
1 John 1:8-9 (NIV) 
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
A. Some things in life are just plain foolish. It is foolish for me to think that when Anne and I argue that I am going to win every disagreement. It is foolish to think that an unbeliever will understand why I would pass up going to a football game so that I can go to church. It is foolish as pastor of this church to think that I will never get angry  about some problem that comes up in the church.

B.   And now John tells us another thing that is very foolish. It is foolish to think that I don’t sin so that I don’t have to use God’s incredibly provision He has provided for me to get rid of my sin. 
C. If you don’t confess your sins are you still going to heaven? Yes, if you asked Jesus into your life as your Lord and Savior. Confessing sin does not have to with relationship but rather it deals with on going fellowship with the Father.
D. And here is the major problem if we don’t confess our sin. In the life of the believer one of the jobs of the Holy Spirit is to convict us of our sins. If you don’t confess your sins you deadened your self to the Holy Spirit’s voice within you. Now the Holy Spirit does more than just convict  you of sin. So you deaden yourself to all the other great things that He does.

E. Let me tell you what they are. He guides, He reveals truth, He applies God’s Word to your heart, give you spiritual gifts, He applies the fruit of the Spirit to your life and He brings your prayers before the Father. 

G. Deadened your heart to His conviction of sin in your life and the price you pay is a lot more than unconfessed sin. Some of you may be wondering why you don’t hear that little small voice within. It may be unconfessed sin. 
H. You may have deadened your heart to unconfessed sin and you are saying how do I fix that problem. It’s simple. Confess the sin of not listening to the Holy Spirit’s conviction in your heart and ask the Father in prayer to open your spiritual ears so that you may hear the conviction of the Holy Spirit.
3.  If I deny that I sin, I call God a liar and I am not the real deal.
10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 
A. Remember John is talking to the Christians. And he is telling us how dangerous it is to for us to say that we don’t sin anymore now that we know Jesus.  I think it is dangerous for us to even say that we don’t sin as much because the truth is that the Holy Spirit is now within us and He is convicting of things that in our former life we thought before were no big deal. Lying, no big deal, everybody lies about something. Cheating on my taxes, no big deal, I need my money and the government is just going to waste it. 
B. Paul realizes that once He met Jesus that He was the worst of sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15 (NIV) 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of whom I am the worst.  (Paul did not say he was the worst; Paul says I am the worst).
C. Job, when he came into the presence of God realizes that he is a sinner and needed to repent. Job 42:1-6 1 Then Job replied to the LORD: 
2 "I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted. 
3 You asked, 'Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?' Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. 
4 "You said, 'Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.' 
5 My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. 
6 Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes."  ( You repent from what? Sin).
D. And didn’t Isaiah in the presence of God say that I am a man of unclean lips.

E. Let me give you a good gauge to know how close you are to God. You are as close to God as heaviness weighs upon your heart because of your sinfulness. Not really burdened by your sin then not very close to God. Sin is a heavy burden to you then you are very close to God.
 Conclusion:
Let’s get honest about sin. Preachers need to start preaching more about sin. I went to the Bible & Book Nook yesterday to see if I could find a book on sin. There wasn’t one on the shelves. So I looked through a book of sermon starters and the sermon starters were in alphabetical order and where sin should be in the front of it was the Second Coming of Christ and behind it was Singles but there was no sermon starter on it.
Preachers don’t preach about it and congregations are not concerned about sin. But here is the problem: God is concerned about sin so we better be too.

Today the altar is open for all who will come. It is a place for sinners to gather and talk to God. Are you a sinner? Will you come? 
Dr. Dave M. Hartson          Page 7
9/22/2007

