Faithful

Dr. Dave M. Hartson                                   1 Thessalonians 5: 24


The Introduction

We can say many things about God. God is all powerful. He can do all things. Nothing is too difficult for Him. No prayer request is too challenging for God to answer or any sinner too lost for Him to save.

God is all knowing.  He knows the most important things like how many remaining heart beats I have; but He also knows the most insignificant things about me like the number of hairs on my head. He knows what I am thinking and even knows the things I have hid in my heart that I don’t let anybody else see.

God is everywhere. There is no place that He is not. If I descended to the pits of the ocean, God would be there. If I climbed the highest mountain, God would be there. There is no place that I could go that God is not.
It is wonderful to know that God is all powerful; it is wonderful to know that God is all knowing; it is wonderful to know that God is everywhere but I believe the one characteristic that I love the most about God is that He is completely and totally faithful. He is the one and only one that I can utterly, entirely depend upon for everything. 

In the Old Testament, Moses described God as the faithful God, the keeper of his covenants of love to a thousand generations.   Joshua told the people of Israel not one thing has God failed to do for you that He has spoken. David says that God’s faithfulness reaches to the skies.
In the New Testament, Paul asks the question: Will your lack of faith nullify the faithfulness of God and the answer is obviously ‘No’.  I am told in the Book of Galatians that one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit is faithfulness and that faithfulness resides within me because the Spirit of God resides in me. And in the Book of Revelation the rider who sits on the White Horse and brings judgment is called Faithful and True.
Now as we conclude the Book of Thessalonians Paul reminds us once again of the Faithfulness of God. And I want us to look at three things about the faithfulness of God revealed in this verse.
1 Thessalonians 5:24 (NIV) 
24 The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 

The Body
1. You may think you are looking for God; but the truth is: God is looking for you.

24 The one who calls you…

A. When I call someone on my phone it is because I am looking for them. The one who initiates the call is the one who is looking.

B. God says that He calls you. He is the one initiating the call. In John 6:44 (NIV) Jesus says: 
44 "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him…

C. God can call you anywhere, anyplace and anytime. But here is the problem. God will initiate the call; that is a given because of His faithfulness but the one on the receiving end of the call doesn’t always have to answer the call.
D. I know with caller ID who is calling me and there are times that the caller ID says “out of area”. That usually means that it is somebody on the line trying to sell me something. Do you know what I do? I don’t answer it.

E. And I believe that there are times that God calls me and I don’t answer His call.  It may be that I am enjoying the passing pleasure of sin and don’t want to stop it. Maybe I know that He wants me to do something in my life that I really don’t want to do and so I don’t want to answer. Maybe He is even calling someone to salvation and maybe they don’t want to answer because they are afraid that they might have to give up to much fun to become a Christian. I can tell you this: Christians can have just as much fun as the world but it is a different type of fun.

F. I wonder today, have you answered all God’s calls? 

2. Faithfulness is not an occasional act of God; it is part of the character of God.
1 Thessalonians 5:24 (NIV) 
24 The one who calls you is faithful... 
A. There are times I act faithfully but it also implies that there might be times that I am unfaithful. For example, I love Bala Chitto Baptist Church and for the most part I am faithful to my church. But there are times I get frustrated and aggravated with Bala Chitto and it is those times I send out my resume and tell Anne that I am ready to pack up and go. Those are my acts of unfaithfulness.  

B. God does not act faithful; He is faithful. It is His character. That means when I commit the same sin over and over and go to God and ask for His forgiveness He does not tell me that He is getting tired of forgiving this sin and is not going to forgive it anymore. Instead, He makes it clear that out of His faithfulness He will forgive it time after time. 1 John 1:9 (NIV) 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

C.  He is faithful; it is part of His character. It means that no matter how many times I don’t answer His call, He will keep knocking. Revelation 3:20 (NIV) 
20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 

D. I am so glad that even though the Israelites as they traveled through the wilderness did not answer God’s call to obedience, He kept knocking at their heart. I am so glad that even as Jonah fled the call of God, God kept knocking at the heart of Jonah. I am so glad that even as Saul of Tarsus was executing the Christians of his day, God was knocking at his heart. How could the most despised man among the Christians of his day be saved? The answer is the faithfulness of God.
E. You and I act faithfully at times; God always is faithful.

3. God’s faithfulness means things that have not yet happened, will happen, just like He promised.
1 Thessalonians 5:24 (NIV) 
24 The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 
A. Nike tells me in their commercial: “just do it.” Unfortunately, life is not that simple. I may want to do it; I may feel strongly about doing it; but that doesn’t mean I have the ability to get it done.

B. If God had a TV commercial His slogan would be “I can do it.” Whatever He wants to get done He has the power to get it done. Once again let me remind you that the Bible tells us that nothing is too difficult for God.
C. You take God’s power and combine that with His faithfulness then you and I ought to have complete confidence in what the future holds for us. Why? Because we answered his call. He is faithful to us and He has the power to get it done.
The Conclusion

There may be some here today that never answered His call. You may know God is all powerful but you never experienced His faithfulness in your life, you have never answered His call. You are worried about what the future holds.

As God’s servant, He wants me to tell you to answer His call. He is calling for you and He would love to meet with you at the altar. Will you come?
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