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Introduction:

What would cause an alcoholic who has been sober for a while to take a drink and break his sobriety?

What would cause the drug addict who has fought to stay drug free, attended the NA meetings, done all the right things to smoke a joint or pop a pill and start his drug cycle all over again?

What would cause the husband or wife after so many years of marriage filled with both good times and bad to one day say, “it’is over?”

What would cause the person who had open heart surgery to ignore his doctor’s orders to lose weight?

What would cause a woman to want to have another child after experiencing a difficult time during labor with her first child?

The answer to each of these questions is simple. We have faded memories. The alcoholic and drug addict has forgotten the misery of their addiction and what it has done to their family. The spouse forgot that walk down the aisle and the promise to love the other until “death do us part.” The heart patient forgot the pain of the surgery and the difficult times of recovery. And the expectant mother forgot the pain of giving birth. The truth is that we have faded memories about some things.
Not only do people have faded memories but so do nations. Our nation when our forefathers wrote the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, they saw how important it was to base those documents on Biblical principles and that the practice and worship of God was to be an integral part of our society.
Did you know of the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence 27 had degrees from Seminaries. John Witherspoon supervised the printing of the Bible by Congress in 1782. Charles Thompson, the Secretary of Congress, was responsible for the first translation of the Bible in America and published the Thompson Bible. Benjamin Rush founded the first Bible Society in America. Francis Hawkins was responsible for printing the first hymnbook in America. Benjamin Franklin proposed that the work sessions to write the Constitution begin in prayer.
Today, we can’t have nativity scenes in front of public buildings. High school football games can not begin with a word of prayer. And the Ten Commandments are not welcomed on the walls in US courtrooms. In our life time the phrase “in God we trust” will probably be removed from our currency. What happened to America? Simply, faded memories!

Faded memories can affect individuals, it can affect nations. And faded memories can affect you and me in our relationship with God. That is why the word “remember” is used 316 times in the Bible. God wants us to remember and not to become a victim of faded memories.
So, this morning, I want us to see if our memory about all that God has done for us has faded in any way. If it has, we will have an invitation time in which we can talk to God about our faded memory. 

Body:

1. Sometimes we have faded memories because we let prosperity gets in the way.
Deuteronomy 15:12-14 (NIV) 
12 If a fellow Hebrew, a man or a woman, sells himself to you and serves you six years, in the seventh year you must let him go free. 
13 And when you release him, do not send him away empty-handed. 
14 Supply him liberally from your flock, your threshing floor and your winepress. 

A.  I am sure that the Hebrews liked the idea of six years you will be my slave and probably was not happy about letting them free on the seventh year but could live with that. But probably the worst thing was that when you set him free you were to give him freely from your flocks, threshing floor and winepress. That probably caused a lot of problems to the Hebrew masters because it is easy to develop a philosophy that what is mine is mine.
B. You had to share your prosperity. Remember, it was because of prosperity that the rich young ruler did not come to Christ. Jesus had words to say about the problems a rich man would have in entering the kingdom of heaven.
C. The principle is that prosperity can get in the way of your relationship with God. It doesn’t have to but it can.

D. Maybe that is what happened to America. We became prosperous and we forgot God.

2. Sometimes we have faded memories because we forgot where we came from.
Deuteronomy 15:12 (NIV) 
12 If a fellow Hebrew, a man or a woman, sells himself to you and serves you six years, in the seventh year you must let him go free. 
A. The Hebrew who was the master not too long ago was previously a slave himself in Egypt. But it is easy to forget where you came from and think about only where you are today.

B. I know that to be true because I know that God has worked miracles in many peoples lives that are not here today worshipping Him. I know that He has brought many people from the gutter and raised them up but they too are not here today. I know that there were many people bound for hell except God got on a cross and saved them but they too are not here.

C. What’s happened? They simply forgot where they came from. 

3.  Sometimes we have faded memories because we forgot who brought us to this very point.

Deuteronomy 15:15 (NIV) 
15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you. That is why I give you this command today. 

A. My parents had a rule in our house as teenagers we had to follow. The one who you brought to the dance is the one you had to leave with. And the rule for my sister was the one who picked you up at the door will be the one who drops you off.
B. America brought God to the dance. American brought God to the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution but the danger for our nation is that we are about ready to leave with someone else.

C. And you and me as Christians, it is God that brought us to this point why would we want to push God aside and chose to leave with someone or something else.
4. Sometimes we have faded memories because we want to do only the minimum and not the maximum.
Deuteronomy 15:16-17 (NIV) 
16 But if your servant says to you, "I do not want to leave you," because he loves you and your family and is well off with you, 
17 then take an awl and push it through his ear lobe into the door, and he will become your servant for life. Do the same for your maidservant. 

A.  There were some Hebrew masters who only did the bare essentials to provide for their slaves. And then there were some Hebrews masters who went beyond the bare essentials and actually provided love to their slaves.

B. Here is the point: if you only do the minimum you have to do in the Christian life you will soon have faded memories of what God did for you.

C. You stretch yourself in your Christian life and the memories of what God has done for you will stay constantly on your mind.
D. The lesson also is doing the maximum always has its benefits. They kept the slaves for life. No matter how much I serve God, I can never outdo God.

E. I don’t thing anyone in this room is in danger of doing much for God. I don’t think many of us have stretched ourselves spiritually. The reality is that we are closer to doing the minimum than the maximum.

5. We sometimes have faded memories because we are too busy trying to bless ourselves rather than allowing God to bless us.

Deuteronomy 15:18 (NIV) 
18 Do not consider it a hardship to set your servant free, because his service to you these six years has been worth twice as much as that of a hired hand. And the LORD your God will bless you in everything you do. 

A. There are Christians all over Pike County today missing church because they are out trying to make an extra buck. They are trying to bless themselves.
B. We forgot who has blessed us: God. That food on the table after church is a blessing from God. The job that I have is a blessing from God. The family I have, the home I live in is a blessing from God.

C. America must never forget that its blessing come from God. It not our technology: it is not our wealth; it is not our agricultural knowledge; it is not our military that makes America great. It is God and we must never forget it. It is God who blesses.
Conclusion:

Today, how is your memory? Has it faded any? Do you feel the same about God as the day He saved you? Do you feel the same about God as the day that He answered that all important prayer request you had? Do you feel the same about God as the day you know he did that miracle for you? Or has time faded your memory? If your memory has faded I invite you to the altar this morning? Will you come?
